7th GRADE RUBRIC FOR ASSESSING INFORMATIVE/EXPLANATORY TEST

1) Opening grabs reader’s attention, with an interesting quote, fact or question about the topic.
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2) There is at least one sentence that defines terms that will be used in the essay.
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3) There is one sentence that uses the strategy of comparing and contrasting. 
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4) There is one sentence that briefly discusses causes and effects.  
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5) There is a main idea statement (also known as a thesis statement) that introduces the topic clearly, and previews what the essay will be about, with reference to the ideas to be explored in each body paragraph.  
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6) Each (of the three) body paragraph must:
a. Be about one topic only

b. Contain one relevant fact (that has been researched on the Web)

c. Provide one definition.

d. Have a quotation from an activity we have done in class (the film, the Intro to Holocaust article, the photo activity)

e. Include an example. 

f. Give an analysis of the situation in your own words. (Something you’ve learned)
g. Utilize transition words between and inside of paragraphs

h. Use formal and precise language (no “good” “bad” “thing” “Stuff”)
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2nd Body Paragraph
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3rd Body Paragraph
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7) There must be a concluding statement that summarizes the points of your essay in different words.
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8) There must be a statement that explains or supports your answer to the question you have explored.
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9) There must be a final concluding statement that wraps up the paper. 
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10) The final report must be: typed, double-spaced, 12-font, Times New Roman font. 
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