



Readings: 


Documents that Influenced Democracy





The Magna Carta was respected by some monarchs and ignored by others for 400 years.  During this time, England’s Parliament, a representative body with power to make laws, slowly grew in influence.  In 1628, when Charles I asked Parliament for more money in taxes, Parliament refused until he signed the Petition of Right.





The Petition of Right limited the king’s power by demanding that the king not imprison political critics without trial by jury; not declare martial law, or rule by the military, during peacetime; nor require people to shelter troops without the homeowner’s consent.  The petition challenged the divine right of kings, declaring that they also follow law of the land.





In 1688, after years of revolt and turmoil, Parliament offered the crown to William and Mary of Orange during the Glorious Rebellion.  To prevent William and Mary misusing their powers, Parliament, in 1689, drew up a Bill of Rights they had to agree to.





The English Bill of Rights prohibited a standing army in peacetime (except with Parliaments permission) and required that all elections be free.  It also declared that laws could not be changed without consent of the parliament.  Also it included the right to a fair and speedy trial, freedom from excessive bail, and protection from cruel and unusual punishment.





A group of determined Barons forced King John to sign the Magna Carta.  Weary of King John’s military campaigns and heavy taxes, the barons were seeking protection against arbitrary acts by King John.





The Magna Carta included such fundamental rights as trial by jury and due process of law – protection against the wrongful taking of life, liberty, or property.  This protection was originally meant for only the privileged classes, but overtime, all English people were protected.  The Magna Carta also determined that the power of the monarch was not absolute.





Each of these documents has made contributions to the US Constitution that we live by today.


Under each document, list what its contributions are.





1688: Parliament and William and Mary of Orange





1628: Parliament Vs. Charles I





1215: Barons Vs. King John








