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The Five-Year-Old Child’s 

   Speech and Language Development 

At age five, your child…. 

 Defines objects by their use (a fork is used to eat) 

 Knows spatial relations like “on top,” “behind,” “far,” and “near” 

 Knows your address 

 Identifies a penny, a nickel, and a dime 

 Has a sentence length of 5-6 words 

 Has a vocabulary of around 2,000 words 

 Uses most speech sounds correctly, with the possible exceptions of v, l, th, 

j, ch, z, and s 

 Knows common opposites, like big/little and hard/soft 

 Understands “same” and “different” 

 Counts ten objects 

 Follows a plot in a story 

 Uses future, present, and past tense (“I will color,” “I am coloring,” “I 

colored”) 

 Stays with one activity for 12-13 minutes 

 Asks questions to find out information 

 Distinguishes left and right hand in self but not in other people 

 Uses different types of sentences, some of which are complex (“I can go in 

the house after I take off my muddy shoes.”) 
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You can help promote your five-year-

old child’s speech & language by…. 
 

 Encouraging your child to use language to express his 

feelings, ideas, wishes, and fears 

 Commenting on what you’re doing or how you think your 

child feels; this will stimulate more speech than a direct 

question 

 Allowing your child to draw new and creative pictures or 

designs 

 Introducing opportunities to learn songs, rhymes, or verses 

from memory 

 Continuing to read longer stories 

 Talking with your child as you would an adult (similar 

vocabulary, sentence structure, etc) 

 Remembering that your child will have better skills in 

understanding your speech than in producing his or her own 

speech    

 Listening carefully as your child talks to you 

 

 

            


