Gothic Literature (& Southern Gothic Intro) & “The Masque of the Red Death” (p. 446-463) NOTES

Language Arts 3

	How is Gothic literature different than Transcendentalism
	Celebration (spirit) of individualism vs. dark side of individualism

Better self vs. worse self

	Common Gothic Themes
	Insanity, Death, Revenge, Betrayal, Fear

	Common Transcendental Themes
	Nonconformity, Civil Disobedience, Doing what you believe is right

	
	

	“The Masque of the Red Death” by Edgar Allen Poe is full of allegorical meaning. Just like “The Crucible” was an allegory for the Red Scare, this gothic story describes places, people and events that symbolize, or stand for other things. In the following space, describe: 

a) The possible second meaning of several details from the story.

b) How it helps teach the lesson (see last question)

	What is the overall theme? (What lesson do these allegories teach?)
	

	Prince Prospero
	
	

	The abbey
	
	

	The series of 7 rooms—What does “7” represent?
	
	

	The series of 7 rooms—What do the colors represent?
	
	

	The clock
	
	

	The music
	
	

	The tripod with flames
	
	

	The masked visitor (stranger)
	
	


