Conflicts in The Crucible – Sample Essay 

            “To all intents and purposes, the power of theocracy in Massachusetts was broken”.  This statement sums up the result of many conflicts in The Crucible.  In Salem, Massachusetts in 1692, the church and government were very closely intertwined.  This caused some serious tension and even hysteria in Salem.  Anyone who was against the church or the government was considered a criminal.  Many problems arose from this civil unrest.  Three of these conflicts were between Abigail and the village girls, Danforth and the townspeople, and John Proctor with himself. 
            The village girls were consistently intimidated by Abigail.  When they were caught dancing in the woods, Abby threatened the girls with death if they told the truth about what they were doing.  The girls were trying to conjure spirits.  Abigail was the one behind most of it, and she also drank blood.  In a sense, the beginnings of the Salem witch trials can be traced back to Abigail Williams because, to some extent, she led the crying out.  Abigail was manipulative, and she threatened many people with harm or blackmail.  This is why one of the plays biggest conflicts involves Abigail Williams. 
            Another conflict was between Danforth and the people of Salem.  During the trails, many people were hanged for crimes of witchcraft.  The first people that were accused and killed were not well-respected or well-liked citizens.  They were drunks, barmaids, and bums.  However, as the hysteria grew, important and beloved citizens, such as Rebecca Nurse were accused, and would eventually be killed.  This caused unhappiness with the residents of Salem, and came close to causing a riot.  Danforth was considered the one to blame, and was soon disliked.   
            Yet another conflict in The Crucible involves John Proctor.  After he was accused of witchcraft and sent to prison, he had a chance to save his life by confessing.  He wrestled with himself, and finally he did confess to save his life.  He felt very ashamed of himself though when he saw Rebecca Nurse.  Rebecca was also accused, but she would not confess because she knew it was wrong to lie, even to save her life.  In the end, however, he tore up the confession, and he was hung.  This conflict was a different type than others in the story, but still as moving and powerful. 
            There were many problems in this play, including conflicts between: Abigail and the village girls, Danforth and the townspeople, and John Proctor with his conscience.  The power of a religious government was too much for the citizens of Salem to handle.  It broke the city apart and caused many people to die for no reason.  This pain and paranoia is exemplified throughout The Crucible.  The Crucible was a good play because it was realistic.  It also gave the reader some insight into an important part of American history.  The conflicts in The Crucible only made it better. 
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The Crucible provides us with an example of a masterpiece of dramatic writing. In this play Arthur Miller displays a variety of theatrical techniques all of which are compacted into each act. The Crucible begins with a group of girls caught dancing in the forest, where the community jumped straight to witchcraft due to their strict religious beliefs. During this time in history, hysteria filled the community, resulting in false accusations and mass hangings. Truth was powerless against the hysteria as evil infiltrates all reason. Miller’s effective use of stage directions and dialogue help to achieve the development of dramatic tension felt throughout the play, especially at the climax of Proctors inner conflict in Act 4. However, there are specific moments of heightened tension within scenes from previous acts that contribute to the ultimate climax, thus making it very powerful. As a result, by the end of each scene we not only understand Miller’s message but we also find ourselves convinced by his arguments.


Miller’s talent as a dramatic writer is clearly shown by the development of tension throughout Act I, especially towards the end. Abigail is responsible for the hysteria and therefore the tension as she thirsts for vengeance. When Abigail “enraptured” shouts of “I want the light of God,” she completely interrupts the slow pace of Tituba’s confessions. Miller expertly makes Tituba’s confessions slow and broken with her poor English dialect. Then, suddenly the pace is quickened and hysteria follows. The change in pace in an already tense situation to one even more tense engages the audience. It makes them feel the dramatic tension brewing between the characters. The accusations continues with cries of “I saw…with the Devil” which becomes faster as all the girls join in and the act ends “[on their ecstatic cries]”. The audience feels like shouting out at Hale that it is obvious the girls are frauds and Tituba has made a false confession so she can save herself. In Act I, Miller identifies the narrow-mindedness of the human nature and the consequences of it. Therefore a sense of outrage is created among the audience.


Although dramatic tension is evident in Act I, Act II pushes the audience to an even greater height. We are not only exposed to the tension that develops within society but also within certain relationships under this confined society. There has always been a subtle tension underlying the Proctor’s relationship ever since John’s crime of lechery. When John and Elizabeth face each other, their relationship shows cracks of mistrust. Elizabeth does not want friction in their fragile relationship but “yet she must” persist. She feels betrayed by her husband’s actions, yet she knows that he is still coming to terms with it himself. Due to their poor communication with each other, misunderstanding breads heavily in their relationship. Thus, the tension is felt. John says, “She is innocent…I’ll tell you what’s walking Salem…vengeance” when explaining what is going on in town. His guilt over his adultery gives him strength to argue with the magistrate. This argument compounds the tension as he struggles against society. Miller shows the terrifying nature of the false accusations aside the power and fragility of love between John and Elizabeth. However, in the face of the hysteria, nothing can stop the proceeding and so the tension builds to the third act.

In Act III, when Elizabeth enters the court room and replies “No,Sir” to Danforth’s pressing questions about her husband’s crime, the play is at it’s highest point of suspense. We know that Elizabeth has “never lied” and indeed “cannot lie” but her attempts to not answer Danforth intensifies the corrosive tension experienced by the audience. The fact that she does not know whether to answer yes or no because both her husband and Abigail have their backs turned to her, makes the audience extremely uncomfortable. If only John could give her a sign that she should not lie. The audience knows that  if she gives a wrong answer, everything will be lost. Danforth’s demand for an answer from Elizabeth intensifies the already tension filled atmosphere. He shouts, “look at me! …Answer my question! Is your husband a lecher?” At this moment Elizabeth faces a “crises of indecision, she cannot speak.”  This moment of silence captured the most explicit tension one has yet to see in the play, as she makes the choice that will determine the life or death of he husband. The symbolic nature of Elizabeth’s lie proves that anyone can be wielded under pressure. The woman who cannot lie has told a lie due to the suffocating atmosphere in the court. The audience knows that this is the beginning of the end for the Proctors. Miller shows that even a dignified person can become weak when faced with the pressure of hysteria. 


Miller expertly uses the dramatic convention of suspense to spur the audience on through the development of the plot. One goes along on a journey with the characters and sympathizes with John and Elizabeth. From the very opening scene to the last scene, one has to admire the adept way that Miller builds tension. 
The Crucible – The Title – Sample Essay
 
Arthur Miller cleverly picked the title "The Crucible" for his play about the Salem witch hunts of the 1660's because of the word's many meanings. Throughout the play, Miller has characters face severe tests that make them question their own self. A crucible is also an earthen pot that is used for melting metals. In a way the town of Salem was a crucible as people were brought before the court and blasted with allegations from others as being witches. They were either forced to give in and live a lie or be hanged. 

The term crucible could also be used to describe the heat of the situation. Innocent people were caught up in the witch hunt were thrown into an overheated situation that had been blown completely out of proportion. The crucible may also symbolize Hell. As substances in a crucible melt and disintegrate they form a completely different substance. This could symbolize the society of Salem disintegrating and forming into a completely new one. After the situation had been heated what you are left with are the remnants of society that once existed. 

By the end of this play, the true meaning of the word crucible was a severe test. John Proctor underwent the most severe test and as a result his character underwent a drastic change throughout the play. The ultimate test that John Proctor undergoes is the final decision that he makes before he dies. The town of Salem was deeply religious and they were willing to believe the word of a deceitful young girl rather than believe in the integrity of people like John Proctor, Reverend Hale, and Rebecca Nurse. 

Throughout the play John Proctor was an honest man, as was his wife, Elizabeth until she was asked to testify against her husband about his affair. One thing that never changed about Proctor throughout the whole play was his willingness to stand for his beliefs. Time after time, he was bombarded with questions about why he didn't regularly attend church or why he didn't have one of his sons baptized. He answered these questions with integrity and questioned the ministry of Parris. No one in the town of Salem had done that before. 

Proctor was also undergoing a difficult time in his marriage with Elizabeth and at the beginning he seemed timid to deal with it. The first time that Elizabeth and John are in a scene together the mood is extremely awkward. There is hardly any eye contact or communication between the two. This had been going on for seven months, since Proctor's affair with Abigail Williams. 

By the end of the play, the soreness of the subject seemed to disappear and any timidness that Proctor felt also disappeared. In the final two scenes, John Proctor was willing to ruin his name by stating that he did in fact have an affair with Abigail in order to prove the accusers wrong. Before this time, Proctor would not even discuss the issue especially when Abigail approached him in the first scene about it. Abigail claimed that she thought about him and that one night she had with him constantly. Proctor would not reply and wanted nothing to do with the conversation. Proctor wanted to wish that whole night away, as if never happened. He even said that was ashamed of his act. When it came to restoring credibility to the people accused by Abigail he was willing to set aside his personal problems and admit to his adultery. 

The ultimate test came at the end when Proctor must decide between confessing and living or dying alongside the wrongly accused people of Salem. He chose the latter, but I do not think the Proctor from Act I would have done this. The Salem Witch Trials changed the man drastically as he appeared to be a stubborn man in the beginning. By the end, Proctor chose to die in the most righteous way, with dignity. In the beginning, Proctor could be described as stubborn and selfish, but by the end of he was anything but these qualities. He was willing to die alongside those that were accused and he refused to take the easy way out the situation by confessing to something he never did. Proctor and the others were unwilling to confess. Instead they stood for the principles of honesty and integrity in order to die noble deaths. 

"The Crucible" was a good name for this play because of its originality and how its various meanings seemingly fit into the plot and the various sub-plots of the play. Salem was the perfect setting for the "the Crucible" as the settlers had no place to turn away from the heat, the mayhem, and the severe tests that faced them in the town. The heat of the situation forced the change of John Proctor and the town was forever changed as a result of the trials and the false the accusations. 
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