English 3-4 A: Fall Semester Final—Macbeth Socratic Seminar 

Set-up:

The desks are put into two concentric circles, with half the class sitting in the inner circle and half sitting in the outer circle. One or two seats in the inner circle are left open for “HOT SEATS.”

Instructions:

· Each student needs a pen and a piece of paper. Inner circle students discuss the issues presented and use their paper to take notes on what to say as a counter or supporting argument.

· Outer circle students take notes on what their “partner” in front of them says (outer circle students do not speak).

· Half way through the discussion, the two groups switch places—the papers stay where they are. Please write both your names on both pieces of paper and turn these in at the end of the discussion. 

Background:

The idea of the Socratic Seminar is that it is discussion and dialogue and not debate. It is a heightened, disciplined form of conversation. One of the key aspects of this type of conversation is listening closely and carefully to what your fellow participants say. Another key aspect is contributing thoughtful and thought-provoking comments. A third component is providing specific reasons and citing ample textual support for your views. Overall, the goal is to examine ideas and opinions logically, through the method of question and answer, in order to determine their validity. The conversation is allowed to branch out in different directions—after all, very often a good question will give rise to more questions. However the seminar should stay rooted in the text under examination. The spirit of the seminar is exploratory rather than argumentative: the point is not to find the “right” answer or “win” your point, but rather to delve deeply into complex topics that speak to the human condition. 
Discussion Etiquette:

Be prepared. 

Think before speaking.

One person speaks at a time—no interrupting. 
The person in the “hot seat” gets priority, but then must vacate the hot seat.

No personal “dissing,” and keep it clean.

Paraphrase what others say and build on their comments.
Speak loudly and clearly.
Cite specific evidence and reasons for your views.
Respectfully disagree.
Support one another.
Stay on topic.
Don’t monopolize the discussion.
Avoid oversaying “like,” “and stuff,” “you know what I mean,” etc. 

No side conversations.
Invite those who are participating less.

Preparation:

Prepare thoughtful, detailed, supported answers to the following questions. Try to see both sides or multiple sides to each question, and try to approach answering them as if you were writing body paragraphs in an essay with ample textual evidence. 
1. What is the meaning of the “fair is foul” motif? Where else do we see this idea—of things not being what they appear, or of something or someone appearing one way and being another, of the masks people wear, of deception, of the paradox of human nature or life—expressed? 

2. What does the text suggest about the nature of good and evil? 
3. Who or what is to blame for Macbeth’s downfall? Prove or disprove the following statement: “Macbeth is not a monster; rather, he is a man, perhaps more inclined toward evil than most men, but still a man who is tempted, succumbs to temptation, and pays the price for this weakness.”
4. Does Macbeth meet the criteria of a tragic hero? Does he regain his dignity at the end?

5. What does the play suggest about what makes a true man?

6. How do Lady Macbeth and Macbeth conform to or breach the gender roles of their day? Are they “unnatural?”

7. How is the idea conveyed in the play that the killing of Duncan was an unnatural act? How does the Macbeths’ disintegration parallel the disintegration of the state of Scotland?

8. Examine the frequent references to babies in this play as characters, symbols, and elements of a metaphor—what is the effect of this motif?

9. Discuss the use of other symbols in the play—sleep, guilt, nighttime.

10. Is tragedy truly uplifting, enlightening and ennobling? How so?

11. What is Shakespeare’s attitude toward Macbeth? I.e. how do you think the author viewed the subject of his play?
12. What is the implicit worldview of the text? Looking at the world through the eyes of this text, what kind of place is the world?
Additionally, prepare at least three questions of your own. They may be questions that have arisen out of your responses to the above questions, or simply other topics you would like to bring up in the seminar. Focus on making them literary analysis, universal timeless theme or world-connection type questions. You don’t have to write down the answers, but the questions should address something you have given some thought to, and could discuss.
Grading: 

· Written preparation: 





           ____/15 points

· Etiquette/professionalism: 





           ____/15 points

· Discussion participation (based on quality—the depth, 

thoughtfulness and evident preparation put into your contribution) 
           ____/45 points

         Total: _____ /75 points
