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Magna Carta

Backgrouncl

The Magna Carta was the most significant carly influence on the |ong historical
process that led to the rule of constitutional law toclag. The Magna Carta rccluirccl
the king to give up certain rights rcsPcct certain |cga| Procedurcs and acccPt that
the kmq was limited bq [aw. The Magna Carta listed the demands the nobles had for
the klng When the klng sxgncd the Magna Carta, it guarantccd basic Polltlcal rlglﬂts to

the nobles. Since thcn, it has served as the foundation of many governments. The
rights listed in the Magna Carta have been carried over to new constitutions in other
countries, like the French Declaration of the R{g/n‘s of Man and Citizen and the

U.s. Constitution.

Create Your Own Magna Carta

What are your rights as a student? Do you have any riglﬂts” Should you have rights”
This PrOJcct Is de&gncd to I'ICIP you think about those rlghts you think you deserve

at school. Your |ob is to create your own Magna Carta. Because the Magna Carta

served as a {:ounclatlon for our govcrnrncnt you will use the letters “MAGNA CARTA?
as a foundation for your PrOJcct From the letters you will list the rlghts you think

that your school should guarantcc you.

Directions
#1: Use a Piecc of paper to write the letters MAGNA CARTA
down the left hand side.
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#2: Dcvclop a list of 10 limitations on the administration’s
power, or rights that you believe you are entitled to have at
school.

For cxamplc, you might believe that you are entitled to a
|ongcr lunch time. If $0, use that as one of your rights but
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be spccific. Do not simplg state “|ongcr,” state cxactlg how

>

|ong it should be. Make wise c]’moices, notjust f:unng ones.

#%.  Each rigl’ﬁ: or statement of rigl’ﬁ: needs to be written so that it bcgins with a letter
of the Magna Carta.

#4:. Be creative and neat as it will be disP|agcd in the classroom.



