English 10 Honors—Final Research Paper
As a major portion of your final grade, you must complete a research paper. This year’s paper will be a synthesis essay. Synthesis is the bringing together of information from primary and secondary sources with your own opinion to create something more complex.

Topic: Contemplate the novels we have read in class; How might you explain the contradiction between the Declaration of Independence, the American ideals of liberty and justice for all versus the realities presented in the literature we have read in class? 

-What does this say about words and actions?
-In what ways and to what extent is the Declaration of Independence a concrete promise; in what ways and to what extent is it a utopian ideal?

Choose one of these topics and write a thematic research paper for English
Whitman & Hughes: America Poems: In the poems “I Hear America Sing” written by Walt Whitman and “I, Too” written by Langston Hughes, the speakers express their own perceptions of America. Read carefully Whitman’s poem and Hughes’ poem. What attitudes do the speakers express toward America? Write an essay in which you compare and contrast the speakers’ attitudes towards America and the techniques each poet uses to create these attitudes. Which poet’s vision of America reflects the picture of America portrayed in our literature? Use evidence from text we read in class and other research to prove your point. 

Is the American Dream Worth Pursuing? During the period from early 1900s to the present, the American Dream has undergone many transformations. From the time of the early immigrants, through the Harlem Renaissance, and during the Modernistic Period, authors have recounted the trials and tribulations of those pursuing the American Dream. After reflecting on the authors and selections you have read from American Literature, determine whether you believe the American Dream is worth pursuing based on what the novels we have read in class reveal about human nature.  Articulate a position and support your argument with references to works read in class and other research to prove your thesis. 

Disclaimer: this is an essay based on conclusions drawn from novels read in class and other resources. Please DO NOT tell me you cannot find sources. You will find evidence from literature read in class and sources about the social issue/period in history; construct your argument from there. Be mindful: I am not looking merely for your opinion; I am looking for an argument supported by research. NOTE: Regardless of the fact that you are incorporating your own personal argument, there will be NO FIRST PERSON USED IN THIS PAPER.

The Process: You are expected to write this paper in stages. If you wait until the last minute, you WILL fail. The process is broken down to help you organize your research and not become overwhelmed.

Due Dates
STEP ONE- Decided what the novels, as a whole, say about American ideals, the American dream and Humanity
Know the literature. Research which novels best support your ideas and what social issues connected to the novels prove your ideas. Examine the specifics of the social issues; and how it directly or indirectly influenced literature.

· Thursday May 12 thesis statement and possible book (evidence) list
STEP TWO – Write a simple thesis & intro. It must be an argument.

Once I approve your thesis, you may begin organizing your research to support your argument. 

· Tuesday 17: Intro paragraph with thesis statement highlighted 

STEP THREE - Construct a basic outline.

· Friday 20 Outline with conclusion paragraph

STEP FOUR – Final Draft

Your paper should be complete. You should have all citations and quotations exactly as they should be. You should also include your Work’s Cited page. Honestly, if your questions have not been addressed by now- something is wrong

· Thursday 26 final l paper due

Plagiarism

If you do not cite what is not yours, you will receive a zero for the assignment for plagiarism. IT IS A SERIOUS OFFENSE! YES, EVERYTHING MUST BE CITED, WHETHER IT IS PARAPHRASED, SUMMARIZED, OR QUOTED!!!! This is a RESEARCH paper—the majority of your body paragraphs should come from research. 

Times New Roman 12 point font. No bold or italics. No title page. Margins: 1.0 inch. Go to FilePage Setup.

Header: LAST name/page number in upper right hand corner.

MLA Heading is double-spaced EVENLY, as is the rest of your paper.

Title: In the same double spacing, with no extra spacing, the title should be centered. Make your title interesting and creative. Do not write your title in bold, italics, in quotation marks, or underlined.

Length: Minimum—2-3 full pages plus Works Cited. 

Source requirements: 5-8 sources must be used and must include all of the following:

IN CASE YOU NEED THIS AGAIN…A BREAKDOWN OF SOME WRITING POINTS

Thesis Statement

It is essential that the entire paper, every sentence, be used to prove this thesis statement. Anything that does not help prove the thesis must be removed or changed.

Topic Sentences

The topic sentence is like a smaller, more focused version of the thesis statement. It must support the thesis and indicate what the following paragraph will be about, or the entire paragraph is invalid. Make sure you are not repeating the same information that you have already said in another topic sentence.

Body Paragraph Support

You must give evidence (in the form of at least one quote per paragraph and primarily paraphrasing/summarizing) from your sources. You must connect research about the social issue and quotes from novels to your thesis. If ANY sentence in a body paragraph does not support the thesis, REMOVE IT. Do NOT use choppy, underdeveloped sentences. Be specific. Do not use “a lot”, “things”, or any nonspecific word when you know the specifics. NOTE: You should have transitions between paragraphs and between ALL major and minor sub-points in each body paragraph. Do not jump around; its elementary writing and you are capable of better!

Conclusion

Do not restate your main points in your conclusion. This should be a confident ending to well written paper stating your argument. It should be written in such a way that the reader considers issues you have presented in the paper with the “new knowledge” you have provided. You present similar concepts relating to your thesis and allow the reader to draw their perspective using your paper as a guideline.

A Few Common Citation Forms

SOURCE WITH AUTHOR AND PAGE NUMBER:

Even at a very early age the author saw his love of nature develop. He reflects, “When I was four years old, our family moved from the Bronx to Yonkers, just three miles north of the New York City border. To me, it was like moving to the wilderness” (Mander 11).

SOURCE WITH NO PAGE NUMBER:

Even at a very early age the author saw his love of nature develop. He reflects, “When I was four years old, our family moved from the Bronx to Yonkers, just three miles north of the New York City border. To me, it was like moving to the wilderness” (Mander).

There should be very few instances where you are unable to find page numbers.

Works Cited Page

If you cite it in your paper, it must appear on your Works Cited. If it appears on your Works Cited, it must be cited in your paper. Put sources in alphabetical order by author’s last name. Use the title if and only if there is no author and no editor. List them according to the MLA Handbook. Additionally, see page 321 of the 6th edition or page 293 of the 5th edition of the MLA Handbook for a sample Works Cited Page. 
