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· Born in Moscow in 1821; died in St. Petersburg in 1881

· Russian novelist and short story writer

· Known most for his novels Crime and Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov
· In 1846 he joined the utopian socialists; in 1849 he was arrested and sentenced to death; his sentence was commuted at the last second; he was imprisoned instead and spent 4 years of hard labor in Siberia

· Returned to St. Petersburg in 1854, devoted to writing and on a religious mission

