Chapters 7-9 Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence. Use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what you think the underlined words mean on the lines provided.

1. Her feeling was evidently reciprocated.

2. Their path led them to the foot of the precipice.

3. She felt in her pocket for her soma--only to discover that, by some unprecedented oversight, she had left the bottle down at the rest-house.

4. "Oh, stop them, stop them!" she implored. But the whip fell and fell inexorably.

5. It's almost inconceivable. I shall never understand, unless you explain.

6. A man can smile and smile and be a villain. Remorseless, treacherous, lecherous, kindles villain.

7. Patronizingly, Bernard smiled.

8. It suddenly occurred to Bernard that her very revoltingness might prove an enormous asset.

Part II: Determining the Meaning Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions. If there are words for which you cannot figure out the definition by contextual clues and by process of elimination, look them up in a dictionary.


1. reciprocated 


A. unbelievable


2. precipice 



B. indulging in excessive sexual activity


3. unprecedented 


C. in a condescending manner


4. inexorably 


D. relentlessly


5. inconceivable 


E. returned; mutually shared


6. lecherous 



F. cliff


7. patronizingly 


G. thing of value


8. asset 



H. having never happened before

