Gilgamesh discussion questions:

Book VI and Book VII
Discuss the following questions with your group members. Answer each question on a separate sheet of paper. You do not need to write out the question, but you do need to answer in complete sentences. Everyone’s handwriting should be visible to show equal group collaboration.
BOOK VI: 
1) After Gilgamesh’s victory over the monster, the goddess Ishtar propositions him. Why does Gilgamesh refuse the goddess? 


2) Of the six insulting examples Gilgamesh throws at Ishtar, which one is most convincing to you? Why? 

3) Deeply insulted, Ishtar prevails on her father, the sky-god, to let her have the Bull of Heaven to wreak vengeance on Gilgamesh and his city. The images of the gigantic bull are fierce, but again, the two friends work together to kill the monster. What does Enkidu do at the finish of the battle, and what does that tell us about him? 

4) Identify at least one epic simile in this book. What is it describing?

BOOK VII: 
1) At the end of Book VI, Enkidu has a frightening dream, and in Book VII he recalls it for Gilgamesh along with another bad dream. Gilgamesh tries to interpret the dreams as favorable, but Enkidu realizes that his fate has been sealed. How has Enkidu angered the gods? 

2) When Enkidu realizes his fate, he curses both the trapper and Shamhat, who brought him to the city of Uruk, but Shamash offers a more balanced view. What is his view, and how does Enkidu react to it? 

3) Is Enkidu the villain in this myth? Why or why not? 

