Macbeth Essay Prompts
Choose one of the following prompts:
1. Trace the development of Macbeth’s character from his first appearance in the play until his last. Note how and why he changes and interpret how this change contributes to the story’s theme. Pay particular attention to his internal state, as expressed in his soliloquies and asides.

2. Trace the development of Lady Macbeth’s character from her first appearance in the play until her last. Note how and why she changes and interpret how this change contributes to the story’s theme. Again, make sure to pay attention to her soliloquies and asides.

3. Explain whether Macbeth fits Aristotle’s definition of a tragic hero. Macbeth is clearly an elevated character, so please address the remaining criteria. Is Macbeth a good example of a tragic hero? Try to see and address both sides of the question, though you will want to emphasize one side and have a clear argument. Don’t just list the ways he does fit the tragic hero model and the ways he doesn’t. Connect his status as a tragic hero or lack thereof to the play’s theme.
4. Consider one or more of the secondary characters in the play and analyze how they act as a foil to Macbeth and/or Lady Macbeth. For example, you may compare Macbeth to Banquo, or the Macbeths as a couple to the Macduffs as a couple, or Lady Macbeth to Lady Macduff, etc. Be sure to not simply list ways they compare and contrast, but put forward a clear argument about this comparison. In other words, connect your argument about this secondary character to the play’s theme—e.g. does how Lady Macduff’s acting as a foil for Lady Macbeth further a central theme of the play?
5. Explain the “fair is foul, foul is fair” motif and how this motif and variations of it appear throughout the play. Analyze its significance and how this motif builds into the central theme or themes of the play.

6. Discuss the witches’ role in the play. What do they represent, how do they mislead Macbeth, and why do they go to the trouble of misleading him? Try to see both sides of the question, emphasize one side in your argument, and make sure to connect your argument to the play’s theme.
