Chicano Literature
What is a Chicano?  Have you heard the term used before?

Chicano means la raza, the race.  A Chicano is usually defined as a Mexican-American, often still close to Mexico, perhaps even an illegal immigrant, in a lower-class family.  However, in New Mexico some families well above the poverty level and residents of the United States for hundreds of years call themselves Chicanos.

Chicano literature is often about the struggle to escape from the social class or from the barrio.  The Chicano literary movement grew out of the farmworkers’ strikes in California in the 1960s, led by Cesar Chavez.  The literature was originally written in response to the strikes with the goal of making people aware of the condition of the poor farmworkers.  Today’s Latino writers who say they grew up Chicano usually mean they grew up poor in a depressed area anywhere in America, no just in California, New Mexico, or Texas.
One branch of Chicano literature derives from the myths and folklore of the people.  This is the type written by Rudolfo Anaya, a longtime Chicano author and the inspiration for many other later ones, such as Sandra Cisneros.  Anaya’s childhood was similar to that of our novel’s main character.  He overcame his poverty, received advanced college degrees, and became a college professor in Albuquerque, New Mexico, not far from where he grew up.  Bless Me, Ultima utilizes his childhood landscape and the people of his area.
The fame of this novel spread mainly by word of mouth until it became the most widely-read novel by an Hispanic in the United States.

Comprehension Questions:  Answer in complete sentences.  You do not need to rewrite the question.

1. What does Chicano mean?

2. People in New Mexico sometimes refer to themselves as what?

3. What is Chicano literature often about?

4. Who led the farmworkers’ strikes in California in the 1960s?

5. What do today’s Latino writers mean when they say they “grew up Chicano”?

6. Where does Chicano literature derive from?

7. Name another famous Latino writer.

8. Who is Anaya’s childhood similar to?  Be specific by giving an actual name.
9. How did Anaya overcome his poverty?

10. How did the fame of this novel spread?

