John Keats (1795-1821)

· One of the most gifted writers of the Romantic Era

· Died at the tragic age of 25 of tuberculosis

· Seemed to have a presentiment of his death

· Quintessential Romantic lyric poet—believed in the individual perception of the world, the private, internal self—emotions, anxieties, love, loss, etc. projected onto the outside world; embraced the imagination, art, sensations
· Themes in Poetry: sensual experience, time, the passage of time, the fleeting, transient nature of youth and life, beauty, mortality and eternity

· Indifferent to his studies, but was an avid reader

· Parents died when he was young, his brother died of tuberculosis before him

· Began writing poetry at age 18

· Fell passionately in love when he was 23 but his poor health and poverty prevented him from marrying 

· Moved to Italy for health reasons but died less than 6 months later

“Ode to a Nightingale” Notes

ode=a form of lyric verse, a poem that was once sung and thus retains a musical quality—i.e. the sounds of the language are important—and usually deals with private emotions

Line 2: hemlock=a poisonous herb 
Line 5: Lethe=the river in Hades whose waters cause forgetfulness

Line 7: Dryad=wood nymph

Line 13: Flora=Roman goddess of flowers or the flowers themselves

Line 14: Provencal song=Provence, in southern France, was renowned in the Middle Ages for its troubadours, the writers and singers of love songs

Line 16: Hippocrene=Pronounced hip-ocreen, fountain of the Muses, hence the waters of inspiration, here applied metaphorically to a beaker of wine

Line 26: “Where youth grows pale”=Keats’s brother, Tom, wasted by tuberculosis, had died the previous winter

Line 32: Bacchus=god of wine, was sometimes represented in a chariot drawn by “pards”—leopards

Line 33: Poesy=i.e. not getting drunk on wine but on the invisible wings of poetic fancy 
Line 37: Fays=fairies; verdurous-green-foliaged

Line 43: embalmed=perfumed

Line 46: eglantine=honeysuckle

Line 51: darkling=in the dark

Line 53: mused=meditated

Line 66: Ruth=the young widow in the Biblical Book of Ruth

Line 70: forlorn=long past and sorrowful

Line 73: fancy=i.e. “the viewless wings of Poesy” of line 33

Line 75: anthem=hymn

