AP United States History Syllabus

Textbook: Give Me Liberty! 4th Edition, Eric Foner 
Course Summary: This class is designed to examine the political, economic, social, and cultural history of the United States from the beginnings of its colonization to the present time. Students will be introduced to an advanced level of instruction, material, and workload. At the end of the course, each student will be prepared to demonstrate the knowledge he has accumulated by taking the AP Exam in May. Each academic unit will include class discussions, writings, and interpretation of events to analyze the effect, over time, which historical events have had on subsequent generations.
Class Sessions: All students must come to class prepared to participate in class discussions and take daily notes on class lectures. Students are required to bring the textbook and notebook to class. It is expected that everyone will have completed the previous night’s assigned reading, and will be prepared to discuss it. Class structure will center on lectures, class discussions, debates, and class projects. 
Readings: Almost all course readings will come from the test, but some supplemental readings from other resources will be assigned. 

Homework: Will consist of:

· Nightly reading assignments

· Identifications (ID’s): Important terms to be defined (and learned) from each chapter. Chapter ID’s must be written out. They may NOT be typed or word processed. Topical discussion questions. 
· Analytical, thematic, and interpretive essays and DBQ’s. 

Notebook: Your notebook will consist of a 3-ring binder with the following information divided into LABLED sections. 
· Class lecture notes

· Homework

· Supplemental Readings, handouts

· Quizzes and tests

· Written materials (essays, papers, etc) 

Your notebook will be neat and orderly. Please use dividers (with labels) to separate your sections. Due to the comprehensive nature of the class, all materials will be kept until the end of the school year. Notebooks will be collected at the end of each quarter, but I reserve the right to periodically check your notebook in class. The notebook will be worth 5% of your grade and points will be deducted for missing work, messiness, and disorganization. 

Tests and Quizzes: Tests will consist of multiple choice, short answer and essay questions. Quizzes will consist of matching, multiple choice, or short answer identification questions. Quizzes can be expected approximately two times per unit. Tests are to be expected at the end of each unit. 

Honor Code: Cheating in any form undermines the purpose of the class and will be dealt with on a ZERO tolerance level. Anyone caught cheating will receive a grade of “ZERO” on the assignment. A second offense will result in an “F” grade for the quarter. In addition, a conduct grade of “U” will be given fro ANY break in this policy, on ANY assignment. 

Behavior Expectations: Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. Food or drink (a 12oz bottle of water is ok) is not allowed. Appropriate, positive language is required. Pagers, cell phones, and CD players are not allowed and will be confiscated. Tardies are unacceptable. Your second tardy will result in a detention and a conduct grade of “NI”, your third will result in a conduct referral and a conduct grade of “U”. 
Absent/Late Work: Late work will be accepted based on school policies. Late work will only be accepted up to the date of the next test for up to ½ credit. Students are required to obtain lecture notes and assignments from a classmate upon their return. Students absent on the day of a test, or the day an assignment is due are required to make up the work missed on the day they return to class. 

Grading: Grades will be based on the following:
· Tests/Papers/DBQ’s 
40%
· Homework


15%

· Quizzes


20%

· Notebook 


5%
· Semester Final

20%  

Homework: Graded on a scale of 1-6.  

Quizzes: Each is worth 20 points. 

Tests: 100 points, no curve.

Extra credit: none.

Academic Calendar





Semester 1
Unit 1: Colonial History 
Readings: Foner, Chapters 1-3

Themes/Content:

· Motives and methods of colonization and exploration: France, Spain, England

· Compare and contrast of Southern, Middle, and New England colonies. 

· Emergence of American cultural traits to include a study of African American life, Colonial family life, and the factors that contributed to them. 

· Study of political, economic, social, and religious patterns and differences between Americans and Europeans. 
Assessment:

· DBQ: Comparison of the New England and Chesapeake Colonies

· Unit Test: Format to include multiple choice and essay questions 

· Unit Identifications 

Unit 2: Independence
Readings: Foner, Chapters 4-6.

      American Issues: “The Colonial Relationship Defined” p. 38

                 Thomas Paine, “Common Sense” (excerpts) 

Themes/Content
· Colonial relationships with England and each other
· Mercantilism: Benefits for the colonies and Great Britain 
· British policy changes after 7-Years-War and their effects on the American Colonies
· Emerging Colonial cooperation and the move towards independence
· Role of American Revolution in world development
Assessment:

· Unit Essay Test
· Position essay based on class discussion of “Common Sense” 
· Extra Credit Movie: 1776
· Unit Identifications 
Unit 3: Constitutional Development and the developing Government 

Readings: Foner, Chapter 7.
                 Federalist Paper #10

                 American Issues, p. 105, “Opposition to the idea of Party”, Richard Hofstadter


     Handout: Hamilton’s Economic Plan

Themes/Content

· Strength and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

· Constitutional Convention / Ratification 

· The emergence of political parties and the factors that divided them

· The conflict between national power and states’ rights 

· Hamilton’s economic plan for a new nation

· Foreign Policy
· British-French Aggression and its impact on American trade and diplomacy 

Assessment:

· Simulation Game: Federalists vs. Republicans 

· Unit multiple choice and essay test

· Unit Identifications 

Unit 4: Jefferson and the Growth of Nationalism 

Readings: Foner, Chapters 8-10.
                 “Marbury v. Madison” Supreme Court ruling

Themes/Content

· Growth of economic and political nationalism

· The American System 

· Jefferson’s “Revolution” of 1800

· US diplomacy:

· War of 1812, it causes and consequences

· Monroe Doctrine

· Marshall Court and its rulings

· Marbury v. Madison

Assessment:

· Simulation Game: The Trial of Thomas Jefferson

· Unit 4 multiple choice and essay test 
· Unit Identifications 

Unit 5: Jacksonian Democracy / Westward Expansion
Readings: Foner, Chapters 11-12.
Themes/Content
· Election of 1824 / Jackson’s Democratic Party

· Spoils system, Nullification Crises, National Bank Crisis, Indian Removal 
· Emergence of the second party system

· Geographical and economic expansion
· Rise of the Market Economy 
· Social, political, and economic developments relating to immigration

· Manifest Destiny and the War with Mexico

· Early reform movements and reformers

· Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions 

· Second Great Awakening and the evolution of the reform movement, the growth of education and a national culture.
Assessment:

· DBQ (Choice): America’s Second Party System, Jackson’s economic policy, Women’s rights movements of the 1830’ and 1840’s. 

· Unit multiple choice test

· Unit Identifications 

Unit 6: Sectionalism, Slavery, the Civil War and Reconstruction 
Readings: Foner, Chapters 13-15.
                             American Issues, “Justifying Secession”, p. 212, “The Emancipation Proclamation”, p. 232



      William Lloyd Garrison, “The Liberator” (selected publications) 
Themes/Content 
· Sectionalism and its role in the onset of the Civil War
· Politics of Slavery

· Missouri Compromise, abolitionists, Compromise of 1850

· Dred Scott Case: How did Taney’s decision lead to the inevitability of the Civil War? 
· Lincoln-Douglas Debates

· John Brown’s Raid 

· Election of 1860

· Secession and War

· Military strategies, strengths, weaknesses
· Home front mobilization

· Social, political, and economic impact of war

· Wartime diplomacy: North and South economic changes, civil liberties in a time of war, role of women in the war

· Emancipation Proclamation

· Reconstruction plans

· Presidential 

· Congressional 

· Discussion of attitudes towards blacks and Native Americans in the post Civil War era

Assessment:
· Class Reconstruction Project: How would our class solve the problem of Reconstruction? 

· DBQ: The Failure of Reconstruction

· Unit multiple choice and essay test 

· Unit Identifications 

Semester 1 Assessment:

· Comprehensive Final exam in multiple choice and essay format

Unit 7: Trans-Mississippi West




Semester 2 
Readings: Foner, Chapter 16

      American Issues: “The Ghost Dance and the Battle at Wounded Knee”, James Mooney, p. 264. 

Themes / Content

· Discussion of Native  American Relations with the United States after the Civil War

· The end of the American frontier

· Evolution of agriculture and the political unhappiness of the American farmer

Assessment:

· Unit Identifications 

Unit 8: Labor and Big Business





Readings: Foner: Chapters, 16-17.
                 Samuel Gompers: “Letter on Labor in Industrial Society”.

Themes/Content 
· Gilded Age politics and corruption
· Industrialization and its social, economic, and political consequences  
· Economic growth and the role of the government

· Age of the Robber Barons

· Politics of regulation 

· Rise of organized labor and labor union leaders 
Assessment:

· DBQ: “Public opinion and governmental reaction towards the rise of the labor movement in the late 19th and early 20th centuries”.

· Unit multiple choice test 

· Unit Identifications 

Unit 9: Populism and Progressivism
Readings, Foner: Chapter 17-18.

     American Issues, Sources of Immigration, p. 297 

Themes/Content 

· Governmental role in the economic development of the era
· Immigration and urban growth

· Expansion of women’s role in American culture

· Cultural developments in American cities 
· Political impact of urbanization 

· Reforming society:
· Social, moral, economic

· Muckrakers

· Political reform

· Evolving role of women 

· Grange Movement and the Agrarian revolt

· Progressive Presidents and their policies of reform: Roosevelt, Taft, Wilson 
· Trust regulation 
· Conservationism

· Consumer protection  

Assessment:

· Position essay: Did the Progressive Era leaders adequately check the power of big business? 

· Unit Identifications 

· Unit multiple choice and essay test

Unit 10: US Imperialism and World War I 
Readings: Foner, Chapter 19.
                American Issues, David Healy, “The White Man’s Burden” p. 329

    American Issues, Alfred T. Mahan, “Strategic Reasons for American     Expansion”, p. 326

Themes/Content 

· American diplomacy in world affairs:
· A change from Isolationism to Internationalism 

· American emergence on the world stage

· Spanish-American War

· Open Door Policy – China

· Roosevelt: 

· “Big Stick” Diplomacy

· Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine 
· Taft’s “Dollar Diplomacy” 

· Wilson’s Missionary Diplomacy 
· World War I

· Economic impact at home

· Espionage and Sedition Acts / civil liberties 
· Immigration and the Red Scare 

· Political analysis of the Treaty of Versailles / League of Nations

· Wilson’s 14 Points 

Assessment:
· Group assignment: the New Freedom vs. New Nationalism (compare and contrast the two concepts and present findings to class)

· Unit multiple choice and essay test

· Unit Identifications 

Unit 11: Roaring 20’s and the Great Depression
Readings: Foner, Chapter 20-21. 
                 American Issues, Cultural Tensions in the 1920’s, p. 345, 348 


     American Issues, Launching of the New Deal, p. 360 


     American Issues, Radicalism n the Left, Huey P. Long, p. 362 
Themes/Content 

· Post WWI “Return to Normalcy” 
· Post war recession, foreign debt and diplomacy 
· Intolerance and the Palmer Raids
· Cultural conflicts: rural vs. city, immigrant vs. native 

· Prohibition and organized crime

· Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover administrations:

· Scandals, big business, Politics in a boom and bust economy, Stock Market crash and the beginnings of the Great Depression. 
· FDR and the “New Deal”

· FDR’s alphabet soup in relation to “Relief, Recovery, and Reform”

· Effectiveness of New Deal Legislation 
· Role of the Supreme Court

· Court “Packing” 
· Impact of Depression on American demographic groups
· Radicalism: Coughlin, Townsend, Long 

· Cultural changes: urban vs. rural morality 

· Role of government in the economy 1920-1932

Assessment: 

· DBQ: The effectiveness of FDR’s New Deal in solving the problems of the Great Depression. 

· Unit Identifications 

· Unit multiple choice and essay test 

Unit 12: WWII and the beginning of the Cold War 

Readings: Foner, Chapters 22-23.
                 American Issues: Japanese-American Relocation, p. 402 

     American Issues: Race Relations during the War, p. 404 

Themes/Content

· US diplomacy in response to aggression in Europe and Asia

· Neutrality – FDR’s Quarantine Speech 
· Lend-Lease Act

· Military strategy post Pearl Harbor 

· Home front issues 
· OPA/WPB

· Economic controls

· Role of labor

· Japanese internment 
· Role of women / minorities in the workplace

· Civil liberties 

· Wartime Diplomacy

· Atlantic Charter

· Yalta, Tehran, Potsdam Conferences  
· Use of the atomic bomb – reasons for and against
· Post WWII: US Diplomacy 
· Truman Doctrine

· Marshall Plan 
Assessment:

· Position essay (choice of one): 

· The decision to use the atomic bomb

· Relocation: Racism or national safety? 

· Unit multiple choice test
· Unit Identifications 

Unit 13: Cold War Era Domestic and Foreign Policy Issues
Readings: Foner, Chapter 23
                 American Issues, Desegregation and the Southern reaction, p. 432 

Themes/Content
· Communism and Containment

· Diplomacy: The US as a world power
· Postwar prosperity: The Consumer Culture, the problems of Suburbia
· Civil Rights Revolution 
· Truman’s Administration

· Fair Deal  

· GI Bill of Rights

· Taft-Hartley and Labor relations

· Loyalty Review Boards

· Eisenhower’s Administration

· McCarthyism and the Red Scare  

· “Modern” Republicanism

· Postwar political balance in the US and the world 

· Warren Court

· Brown v. Board of Education

· Rights of the accused 

· Cold War Diplomacy: Domestic and Foreign Policy

· George Kennan  and Containment

· John Foster Dulles and “Massive Retaliation”

· NATO/Korea

· Southeast Asia: Geneva Accords

Assessment:
· Unit Identifications

· Unit multiple choice test  

· DBQ: Choice of one:
· Eisenhower and the Cold War

· Consumerism and the American Culture 

Unit 14: The 1960’s to the Present
Readings: Boyer, Chapter 24-28.

     American Issues: Martin Luther King, A strategy for the Civil Rights Revolution, p. 444

     American Issues: Richard Nixon, The War Powers Act: A President’s View,


     American Issues: Reaganomics: Economic Policies and results in the Eighties 
Themes/Content 

· Kennedy’s and Johnson’s Administration 
· New Frontier Programs

· Peace Corps and the Alliance for Progress 

· Cold War Foreign Policy

· Bay of Pigs Invasion

· Cuban Missile Crisis

· Berlin Crisis 

· Civil Rights Movement
· Martin Luther King

· Civil Rights Act 1964

· War on Poverty and the Great Society 

· Vietnam War 

· US anti-Communism diplomacy in SE Asia

· Counter Culture and the Anti-War Movement 

· Nixon
· Vietnamization of the war 

· Diplomatic relations with China

· Détente and US diplomacy towards USSR 

· Carter

· Human Rights Policies

· Camp David Accords

· Iranian Revolution 

· Reagan

· Relationship with the Soviets

· Reaganomics 
· Ending of the Cold War 

· The “New Right” and the resurgence of conservatism 

· America in a global context  

· Clinton and Bush Era’s 

· Post Cold War diplomacy and foreign policy 

· US diplomacy and world wide terrorism 

Assessment:

· Class assignment on the effectiveness of the Civil Rights Movement 
· Group position essay on the nature of the Cold War: The desire for power, or ideological struggle? 

·  Unit multiple choice and essay test 
