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Mandarin Chinese

Ms. Grace Kuo

Ext. 3343

gkuo@rowland.k12.ca.us
Raider Goal: Thinkers, Contributors, Communicators
Syllabus
The Course

Welcome to the Mandarin Chinese class.  This is an intensive high school world language course requiring full devotion and dedication.  Students will demonstrate their level of Chinese proficiency across the three communicative modes (interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and the five goal areas (communication, cultures, connections, comparisons, and communities) as outlined in the Standards for Foreign language Learning in the 21st Century.  Its aim is to provide students with ongoing and varied opportunities to further develop their proficiencies across the full range of language skills within a cultural frame of reference reflective of the richness of Chinese language and culture.  Teachers plan is to implement a course that focuses on language proficiency while interweaving level- and age-appropriate cultural context throughout the course and providing for frequent formative assessment of students’ developing proficiencies within the context of their learning.  Instructional materials and activities are carefully and strategically adapted from authentic sources to support the linguistic and cultural goals of the course.

Skills

Throughout the course, students hone their language skills across the three communicative modes: interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational.  In so doing, they develop necessary knowledge of the Chinese language, including pronunciation, vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, grammatical structures, and written characters.
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Assessment

Throughout the Chinese course, assessments are frequent, varied, and explicitly linked to the content and skills that comprise the learning goals of each unit of study.  Teachers use the Chinese Language and Culture as a model, assessing both cultural knowledge and language skills within the context of complex tasks.  They identify formative and summative assessment tasks at the beginning of each unit of study, scaffolding the learning activities throughout the unit as a means of enabling students to achieve success on each successive assessment.  Before they begin each assessment task, teacher shares with their students the criteria against which students’ work will be judged, which generally takes the form of rubric.  Within each unit of study, all three modes of communication- interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational- are normally assessed within the context of integrated performance tasks.  Teachers use assessments formatively to gain an understanding of which concepts need to be reinforced in future lessons.  Students’ performance informs future teaching.  Specifically for written language, students’ samples taken from the various stages of the writing process provide teachers with a means of assessing students’ character-handwriting skill, vocabulary usage, and expressive abilities. 

Materials

Teacher selects appropriate instructional resources to meet pedagogical goals and the needs of students.  As the goals of the Chinese course are comprehensive, and as each class of students presents a diverse set of learning needs, teacher avails themselves of a wide array of instructional materials.  In addition to textbooks, teacher makes frequent and purposeful use of Web-based texts, animated computer software, and audio and video products specifically designed for Chinese language learning programs.  Teacher also make use of the level-appropriate authentic materials designed for native speakers, including newspapers, fiction and nonfiction books, plays, poetry, films, and Chinese educational system textbooks.  Teacher ensures that each unit of instruction includes an array of instructional materials that are selected for the applicability to the unit’s learning goals.
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Strategies and Activities

As with instructional materials, teacher selects strategies and activities for potential to support students in meeting the course objectives.  Teacher plans and implements instructional activities that provide students with opportunities to achieve these objectives, ensuring that students have ample experience with each of the three communicative modes (interpretive, presentational, and interpersonal) and engaging students in constant and meaningful language use.  Teacher makes use of varied performance-based activities and, to ensure that all students are fully engaged in the meaning-making process of language acquisition, they employ of a variety of structured cooperative-learning activities.

General oral/aural instructional activities that can be structured for optimal cooperative use include conversations based on daily life activities, role-plays, debates, oral reports, storytelling, and discussions of Chinese films.

Written tasks that can also be structured of student involvement include writing letters or e-mails in Chinese to Chinese pen pals, writing papers on aspects of traditional Chinese culture.

Note: Cheating will not be tolerated in this class.  No warning will be given.   You will receive an overall letter grade “F” in class for cheating.

Note:  For individual Chinese tutoring, contact Ms. Kuo to set up tutor hour.  Also, NHS is offering tutoring program, Mon-Thurs in the library until 4 p.m.
Grading Policy  
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Classroom Rules










1.
Come to class on time.  

2.
Always bring your textbook/dictionary and homework to class.  

3.
No eating, drinking, or chewing gum in class.

4.
Turn off your cell phone and electronic devices.  Do put them away.

5. 
Courtesy and respect for the rights and property of others is expected.


Profanity, rudeness, insults, and fighting will not be allowed.


The room will be maintained clean and orderly.

6.
Be a Successful Raider- a Thinker, a Contributor, and a Communicator.
Please cut-off and submit the signature section below.  Keep the remaining syllabus for your record.

My student and I have read and understand the syllabus and rules for Ms Kuo’s World Language Class.

____________________

______________________________

Parent Full Name (print)

Parent Signature

Date

____________________
  
______________________________

Student Full Name (print)

Student Signature

Date

__________


________________



Period  



Chinese Class Level
Parent’s Phone No.  ______________________________________ 

Parent’s Email address:  _______________________________________
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Chinese 3

Homework

10

Class work

10

Class Participation
10

Essays


20
Projects

05

Tests/Quizzes

20

Verbal Presentation
10
Daily Verbal               10
Chinese 4

Homework

10

Class work

10

Class Participation      20

Essays


25

Projects

05

Tests/Quizzes

10

Verbal Presentation
10
Daily Verbal               10
Chinese IB

Homework
 



10

Class work




10

Class Participation



10

Essays





20
Projects




05

Tests/Quizzes




15
Verbal Presentation



20
Daily Verbal             



10
Chinese AP

Daily Verbal                                                   10

Class Participation

                        10

Class work




10

Essays                           


25
Projects                                                           05
Keyboarding                 


30

Verbal Presentation                                        10
