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History internal assessment 

Additional teacher support material 

Introduction 
Internal assessment addresses the following objectives of the history course: 

1. comprehend, analyse, evaluate and integrate source material critically as historical evidence 

6. present arguments that are clear, coherent, relevant and well substantiated 

8. plan, organize and present an individual historical investigation. 

The following history internal assessment samples cover local history topics. They have been marked by 
senior examiners against the internal assessment criteria on pages 57–58 of the Diploma Programme 
History guide (February 2001). 
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Sample 1 
 

Criterion Total 
marks 

available 

Marks 
achieved 

Examiner comments 

A 2 2 The scope and plan of the investigation are entirely 
appropriate and clearly focused.   

B 5 4 The investigation has been adequately researched.  
Supporting evidence has been produced and referenced. 
Some material on page 2 could have been clearer. 

C 4 3 Origin, purpose, value and limitation are all addressed, but 
evaluation, although quite thorough, is not always 
appropriate. 

D 5 3 Analysis is attempted for the evidence and the historical 
context, but it is rather short and tends to return to narrative. 
This could be because of a lack of crucial evidence. 

E 2 2 The conclusion does answer the question by affirming that 
the evidence obtained indicated little resistance at Reading 
Abbey to its dissolution. 

F 2 2 A comprehensive list of sources is included and the 
references show that they have been used well. The 
investigation is written within the word limit. 

Total 20 16 This is a very interesting study, which has been carefully 
researched. Unfortunately it does not reveal how or why the 
abbot lost the king’s favour and was put to death. This failure 
to fill in such details as the abbot’s actions during the crucial 
period was no doubt due to a lack of evidence in the sources 
available to the candidate. 
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Sample 2 
 

Criterion Total 
marks 

available 

Marks 
achieved 

Examiner comments 

A 2 2 Good. A clear question and plan to be followed. 

B 5 5 All the presented evidence refers directly to the question 
posed and has been considered in order to answer it. Good 
referencing. 

C 4 3 The evaluation of sources is generally appropriate and 
adequate, but reference to their value should go further. 

D 5 4 The analysis is clear and logical and results in a focused 
argument. 

E 2 2 The conclusion is clearly stated and consistent with the 
evidence presented. 

F 2 1 Investigation is within the word limit but the bibliography does 
not follow a standard method of listing. 

Total 20 17 This is a carefully researched investigation. It is an example 
of how candidates can use local history. All the criteria are 
followed correctly and initiative is shown in an interview. 
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