Fences, by August Wilson

Response Questions, Act 1

\

1.  Wilson introduces the Troy in Act 1 with this description:  


It is 1957.  Troy and Bono enter the yard, engaged in conversation.  Troy 

is fifty-three years old, a large man with thick, heavy hands; it is his largeness that 
he strives to fill out and make accommodation with.  Together with his blackness, 
his largeness informs his sensibilities and the choices he has made in life. (2064)

Describe Troy’s character and his relationships with his wife, Rose, his best friend, Bono, and his sons Lyons and Cory.  Explain what Wilson means when he says that “Together with his blackness, his largeness informs his sensibilities and the choices he has made in life. (2064).

2. Describe Troy’s wife, Rose, her relationship with Troy and her interactions with Lyons, Cory and Gabriel.  Include specific examples.

3. Reread Act 1, Scene 1, pages 2069-2070 (mid-page) when Troy talks about his attitude toward death.  Explain the metaphor that death is “A fastball in the outside corner” (2069).  Describe the experience with death that Troy relates and discuss what his attitude reveals about his character.
4. Describe Troy’s brother Gabriel.  Discuss his role in Act 1 (2075-2078, end of Act 1, Scene 2).   Especially note his fixation with Judgment Day.
5. Act 1, Scene 3 introduces Troy and Cory’s conflict regarding high school football and the possibility of Cory being recruited by a college.  Discuss the situation and Troy’s reasons for prohibiting Cory from playing football.  Reread Act 1, Scene 3, especially Troy’s response to Cory’s question, “How come you ain’t never liked me?” (2082-2083).
6. From the opening of the play, Troy has a complaint on the job.  Discuss the situation and the concession Troy wins from the company in Act 1.  Consider how Troy’s actions reflect the time period and Troy’s character.

7. Troy talks with Lyons and Bono about his own father and how he ended up on his own at fourteen.  Describe Troy’s early life, his relationship with his father and how his past influences his relationships with Lyons and Cory (2089-2090).

8. Wilson’s goal as a playwright was to write a play set in each decade of the 20th century that reflected the lives of urban African-American’s and the roadblocks and inroads to economic and social equality that they experienced.  Discuss the issues that Wilson brings up in Act 1 of Fences and how they reflect African-American life in 1957.
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