Spanish , Review for Final: Grammar concepts
Infinitives
· the most basic form of a verb is an infinitive

· in English, infinitives have the word “to” in front of them such as to walk or to swim
· in Spanish, infinitives end in –ar (nadar), -er (leer), or –ir (escribir)
Negatives

· to make an English sentence negative, you usually use the word “not”: I do not like to sing
· to make a Spanish sentence negative, you usually put no in front of the verb or expression: No me gusta cantar. 
· to answer a Spanish question negatively, you often use no twice: ¿Te gusta bailar? No, no me gusta.
· to say that you do not like something at all, you add the word nada: No, no me gusta nada.
· to say you don’t like either of two choices, use ni… ni: No me gusta ni corer ni practicar deportes.
Expressing agreement or disagreement

· to agree with what another person likes, use a mí también:

-Me gusta patinar.

-A mí también.

· to agree with what another person dislikes, use a mí tampoco:
-No me gusta cantar.

- A mí tampoco.

Adjectives

· words that describe people and things are called adjectives

· most Spanish adjectives have two forms: masculine (ends in –o like simpatico) and feminine (ends in –a like estudiosa)

· masculine adjectives are used with masculine nouns: Tomás es simpatico.
· feminine  adjectives are used with feminine nouns: Luisa es estuidosa.
· adjectives that end in –e and –ista may be used with either masculine or feminine nouns:

Tomás es inteligente. Luisa es inteligente también.

Marcos es muy deportista. Ana es muy deportista también.

· adjectives with the masculine form –dor have –dora as the feminine form:
Juan es trabajador. Susana es trabajadora también.

Definite and indefinite articles

· El and la are the Spanish definite articles. They mean the same as “the” in English
· You use el with masculine nouns: el libro. You use la with feminine nouns: la carpeta.
· Un and una are the Spanish indefinite articles. They mean the same as “a” and “an” in English
· You use un with masculine nouns: un libro. You use una with feminine nouns: una carpeta. 
Word order: placement of adjectives

· English adjectives usually come before the noun they describe
· Spanish adjectives usually come after the noun they describe:
Olga es una chica talentosa.

· many Spanish sentences follow this pattern:
subject noun + verb + indefinite article and noun + adjective
Roberto es un estudiante bueno. 

Subject pronouns

· The subject of the sentence tells who is doing the action. It is often a name:

Ana canta.

· subject pronouns replace people’s names to say who is doing an action:
Ella canta. Tú bailas. 

· here are the Spanish subject pronouns:
singular




plural

yo (I)





nosotros (we, masculine or mixed)
tú (you, familiar)



nosotras (we, feminine)
usted (you, formal)



vosotros (you, masculine or mixed)
él (he)





vosotras (you, feminine)
ella (she)




ustedes (you, formal plural)







ellos (they, masculine or mixed)







ellas (they, feminine)

· vosotros and vosotras are primarily used in Spain
· usted and ustedes are formal forms that are used with people you address with a title, such as señor and doctor
· in Latin America, ustedes is also used when addressing two or more people you call tú individually
Present tense of –ar verbs

· An infinitive is the most basic form of a verb. In English, infinitives have the word “to” in front of them (to talk). In Spanish, infinitives end in –ar, -er, or –ir 
· the largest number of Spanish infinitives end in –ar: hablar, cantar, etc.
· to create the present tense of most of these verbs, drop the –ar from the stem:
habl-, cant-, etc.

· add the verb ending:
yo: add –o: hablo



nosotros/as: add –amos: hablamos

tú: add –as: hablas



vosotros/as: add –áis: habláis

usted/él/ella: add –a: habla


ustedes/ellos/ellas: add –an: hablan

The verb: estar

· irregular verbs do not follow the same pattern as regular verbs

· Estar (to be) is irregular. Its yo form (estoy) is different from the regular –ar yo form. Its tú, usted/él/ella, and ustedes/ellos/ellas forms are different because they have an accent on the a: estás, está, están.
· here are the forms of estar:
yo: estoy




nosotros/as: estamos

tú: estás




vosotros/as: estáis


usted/él/ella: está



ustedes/ellos/ellas: están

The present tense of –er and –ir verbs

· like the –ar verbs you learned previously, regular –er and –ir verbs follow a similar pattern in the present tense

· For –er and –ir verbs, drop the –er or –ir from the infinitive (comer, escribir, etc.) and add the appropriate endings. The endings are the same for –er and –ir verbs except for in the nosotros and vosotros forms.

present tense of –er verbs: comer

yo: add –o: como




nosotros/as: add –emos:comemos

tú: add –es: comes




vosotros/as: add –éis: coméis

usted/él/ella: add –e: come



ustedes/ellos/ellas: add –en: comen

present tense of –ir verbs: escribir

yo: add –o: escribo




nosotros/as: add –emos: escribimos

tú: add –es: escribes




vosotros/as: add –éis: escribís

usted/él/ella: add –e: escribe



ustedes/ellos/ellas: add –en:escriben

Me gustan, me encantan

· to say you like one thing, use me gusta (I like) or me encanta (I love)

· to say you like more than one thing, use me gustan or me encantan
· put no in front of me gusta or me gustan to say you don’t like one or more things:

No me gusta el café. No me gustan los huevos.

The plurals of adjectives

· Adjectives, just like the definite articles, must match the noun they accompany. Singular adjectives go with singular nouns, and plural adjectives go with plural nouns.
· Adjectives that end in –o or –a must also match the noun. Masculine (-o) adjectives go with masculine nouns and feminine (-a) adjectives go with feminine nouns.
· Adjectives that end in –e do not change to match masculine or feminine nouns. They still change to match singular and plural nouns: el libro interesante, las clases interesantes
The verb: ser

· you have already learned and used some forms of the verb ser, which means to be:

Yo soy serio. Tú eres simpática. Ella es artística.

· Ser is an irregular verb. You will need to memorize its forms.
yo: soy





nosotros/as: somos

tú: eres





vosotros/as: sois

usted/él/ella: es




ustedes/ellos/ellas: son

The verb: ir

· The verb ir means “to go.” It is irregular. Here are its forms:

 yo: voy





nosotros/as: vamos

tú: vas





vosotros/as: vais

usted/él/ella: va




ustedes/ellos/ellas: van

· when ir + a is followed by the definite article el, a + el combines to form al:

(vamos a) + (el parque) = Vamos al parque.

Asking questions

· Interrogatives are words that you use to ask questions. Here are some Spanish interrogatives. 
People:


¿Quién?
¿Con quién?

Location:

¿Dónde?
¿Adónde?
¿De dónde?

Things or actions:
¿Qué?

¿Cuál?
¿Cuántos? / ¿Cuántas?

Reason: 

¿Por qué?

Time:


¿Cuándo?

Description (how):
¿Cómo?

· you can change a statement into a question by raising your voice at the end:
¿Margarita va a la biblioteca? In this case, you do not use an interrogative.

· These kinds of questions expect the answer will be yes or no. You can add ¿verdad? (right?) to the end to emphasize this: Margaritsa va a la biblioteca, ¿verdad?
· In Spanish questions with interrogatives, the verb comes before the subject: ¿Adónde va Margarita?
Ir + a + infinitive

· You have already learned to use the verb ir (to go). To review, here are its forms, which are irregular.
yo: voy





nosotros/as: vamos

tú: vas





vosotros/as: vais

usted/él/ella: va




ustedes/ellos/ellas: van

· As you have learned, the infinitive is the basic form of the verb (hablar, comer, leer, etc.). It is equivalent to “to …” in English: to talk, to eat, to read.
· When you use ir + a with an infinitive, it means you or others are going to do something in the future. It is the same as “I am going to …” in English: Voy a leer el libro. Vamos a ver la película.
The verb: jugar

· Jugar (to play a sport or game) uses the regular –ar present tense endings.

· However, jugar does not use the same stem in all its forms. Jugar is a stem-changing verb. In most forms, it uses jueg- + the –ar endings. But in the nosotros/as, vosotros/as  forms, it uses jug- + -ar endings.

· Here are the forms of jugar:

yo: juego





nosotros/as: jugamos

tú: juegas  




vosotros/as: jugáis

usted/él/ella: juega



ustedes/ellos/ellas: juegan

The verb: tener

· You have already learned some forms of the verb tener (to have): tengo, tienes.
· Tener is an irregular verb. Here are its forms:

yo: tengo





nosotros/as: tenemos

tú: tienes    




vosotros/as: tenéos

usted/él/ella: tiene




ustedes/ellos/ellas: tienen

Possessive adjectives

· Possessive adjectives are used to indicate who owns what and to show relationships.

· In English, my, your, his, her, our, and there are possessive adjectives.

yo: mi/mis





nosotros/as: nuestro(a)/nuestros(as)

tú: tu/tus





vosotros/as: vuestro(a)/vuestros(as)

usted/él/ella: su/sus



ustedes/ellos/ellas: su/sus

· Spanish possessive adjectives, just like other adjectives, change their endings to reflect number. The nosotros and nosotras forms (nuestro, nuestra, nuestros, nuestras) also change to reflect gender.
mi hermano / mis hermanos


BUT:

mi hija / mis hijas




nuestro tío / nuestros tíos

tu flor / tus flores




nuestra tía / nuestras tías

The verb: venir

· The forms of venir are similar to the forms of tener. Notice that the yo forms of both verbs end in ​–go.
yo: vengo





nosotros/as: venimos

tú: vienes





vosotros/as: venís

usted/él/ella: viene



ustedes/ellos/ellas: vienen

Making comparisons

· Use más + adjective + que to compare two people, things, or actions:
El libro es más interesante que el video.

The book is more interesting than the video.

· Use menos + adjective + que to compare two people, things, or actions:
Correr es menos divertido que montar en bicicleta.

Running is less fun than riding a bike.

The superlative

· To say someone or something is the most or the least:

el / la / los / las + noun + más / menos + adjective

Es el libro más interesante de la biblioteca.

· To say someone or something is the best or the worst:

el / la / los / las + mejor(es) / peor(es) + noun

Es el peor libro de las biblioteca. 

Stem-changing verbs: poder and dormer

· Poder (to be able to do something) and dormer (to sleep) are both stem-changing verbs like jugar, which you learned previously. Just like jugar, only the nosotros/nostras  and vosotros/vosotras forms of poder and dormir do not change their stems. 
· Here are the forms of poder and dormir:

yo: puedo





nosotros/as: podemos

tú: puedes





vosotros/as: podéis

usted/él/ella: puede



ustedes/ellos/ellas: pueden

yo: duermo




nosotros/as: dormimos

tú: duermes 




vosotros/as: dormís

usted/él/ella: duerme



tedes/ellos/ellas: duermen

Affirmative tú commands

· Tú commands are used to tell friends, family members, or peers to do something. 
· Tú command forms are the same as the regular present tense forms for ud./él/ella.
Infinitive


Ud./él/ella form
Alternative tú command

-ar verb: hablar

habla


¡Habla!

-er verb: leer

lee


¡Lee!

-ir verb: escribir

escribe


¡Escribe!

· Two verbs you have learned already, hacer and poder, have irregular affirmative tú command forms:
poner ( pon

¡Pon la mesa!

hacer ( haz

¡Haz la cama!

· You can tell the difference between a command form and an Ud., él, or ella verb form from the context of the sentence. A comma after the person’s name indicates they are being talked to directly. Possessive adjectives can also help you decide if the person is being addressed directly (tu) or referred to in the third person (su).
Marcos lee su libro. (él verb form)

Marcos, lee tu libro. (command form)

The present progressive tense

· Use the present progressive tense to say what people are doing or what is happening right now.

Estamos lavando el coche.

We are washing the car.

· The present progressive tense uses forms of estar with the present participle.

· Review the forms of estar:
yo: estoy





nosotros/as: estamos

tú: estás





vosotros/as: estáis

usted/él/ella: está




ustedes/ellos/ellas: están

· You form the present particle –ar verbs by removing the –ar ending and adding  –ando: preparar ( preparando, hablar ( hablando. 

· You form the present participle for –er and –ir verbs by removing the –er or –ir ending and adding –iendo: comer ( comiendo, escribir ( escribiendo.

· The forms of estar change to match the subject of the sentence. The present participle always stays the same, regardless of who the subject is.
Fransisco está limpiando la mesa.

Fransisco is cleaning the table.
Tú y yo estamos limpiando el baño.

We are cleaning the bathroom.

Stem-changing verbs: pensar, querer, and preferir

· Like other stem-changing verbs you’ve learned (jugar, poder, and dormir), pensar, querer, and  preferir use the regular present-tense endings. These endings attach to a new stem for all forms except for the nosotros and vosotros forms, which use the existing stem.

· Here are forms of pensar, querer, and preferir. Note that in all cases, the e in the stem changes to ie.

yo: pienso





nosotros/as: pensamos

tú: piensas   




vosotros/as: pensáis

usted/él/ella: piensa



ustedes/ellos/ellas: piensan

yo: quiero





nosotros/as: queremos

tú: quieres    




vosotros/as: queréis

usted/él/ella: quiere



ustedes/ellos/ellas: quieren

yo: prefiero




nosotros/as: preferimos

tú: prefieres   




vosotros/as: preferís

usted/él/ella: prefiere



ustedes/ellos/ellas: prefieren

Demonstrative adjectives

· Demonstrative adjectives are the equivalent of this, that, these, and those in English. You use them to point out nouns: this hat, those shoes.
· In Spanish, the demonstrative adjectives agree with the noun they accompany in both gender and number.

Close



Farther away

Singular masculine

este suéter (this sweater)
ese suéter (that sweater)
Singular feminine

esta falda (this skirt)

esa falda (that skirt)
Plural masculine

estos suéteres (these)

esos suéteres (those)
Plural feminine

estas faldas (these)

esas faldas (those)

