Name: _________________________________      
Rubric for Introduction and Three Body Paragraphs                                   

Claim:

	A strong introduction has four elements:

1. a claim/an argument

2. a discussion of the claim/argument
3. a discussion of the topic, if the topic referred to is complex
4. background information that is pertinent to the claim/argument



	
 Is there a claim/an argument?

           Yes       No       

Is this claim/argument articulately stated?

           Yes       No       

What are the key words or key concepts in the claim which must be explained so that the reader can understand what the writer is arguing?

1.

2.

3.

Does the writer discuss the claim/argument? 

In other words, did the writer discuss the terms listed above?
          Well Done        Okay         Not Enough   
What is the “topic” of this introduction?
Does the writer discuss the topic?

             Well Done        Okay         Not Enough         
The background information that is pertinent to this claim should include information about what characters?

Does the writer provide pertinent background 
information from the text?

                Well Done        Okay         Not Enough         
Is the prose carefully edited?

                 Well Done        Okay         Needs Improvement       



	
Body Paragraph #1
	opening sentence

introduce the evidence
discuss 
the evidence

	
Does this piece of evidence support the claim?

             No: the writer needs to fix this problem.       Yes.

1   3   5    Did the writer create a strong opening sentence which suggests what the evidence will prove?
1   3   5    Did the writer explain the context in which this passage appears? 

1   3   5    Did the writer use an introductory phrase before he/she inserts or refers to the passage or parts of the passage?

1   3   5    Did the writer restate the parts of the passage to which he/she refers?

1   3   5    Did the writer focus on how key words or phrases in the passage create meaning?

1   3   5    Did the writer connect the discussion of the passage’s content and language back to his/her original argument about the significance of the passage?





	Body Paragraph #2
	opening sentence

introduce the evidence

discuss 
the evidence


	Does this piece of evidence support the claim?

             No: the writer needs to fix this problem.       Yes.

1   3   5    Did the writer create a strong opening sentence which suggests what the evidence will prove?
1   3   5    Did the writer explain the context in which this passage appears? 

1   3   5    Did the writer use an introductory phrase before he/she inserts or refers to the passage or parts of the passage?

1   3   5    Did the writer restate the parts of the passage to which he/she refers?

1   3   5    Did the writer focus on how key words or phrases in the passage create meaning?

1   3   5    Did the writer connect the discussion of the passage’s content and language back to his/her original argument about the significance of the passage?




	
Body Paragraph #3
	opening sentence

introduce the evidence

discuss 
the evidence


	
Does this piece of evidence support the claim?

             No: the writer needs to fix this problem.       Yes.

1   3   5    Did the writer create a strong opening sentence which suggests what the evidence will prove?
1   3   5    Did the writer explain the context in which this passage appears? 

1   3   5    Did the writer use an introductory phrase before he/she inserts or refers to the passage or parts of the passage?

1   3   5    Did the writer restate the parts of the passage to which he/she refers?

1   3   5    Did the writer focus on how key words or phrases in the passage create meaning?

1   3   5    Did the writer connect the discussion of the passage’s content and language back to his/her original argument about the significance of the passage?



	Style
	Did the writer underline or italicize the title of the novel? 

             Yes: the writer needs to fix this problem.       No.

Did the writer use “this” by itself ? 

             Yes: the writer needs to fix this problem.       No.

Did the writer use the word “it?” 

             Yes: the writer needs to fix this problem.       No.

Did the writer use the word “you?” 

             Yes: the writer needs to fix this problem.       No.

Did the writer use the phrases “I think” or “I believe?” 

             Yes: the writer needs to fix this problem.       No.

Did the writer double-space this paper? 

             No: the writer needs to fix this problem.       Yes.

Did the writer number the pages? 

             No: the writer needs to fix this problem.       Yes.

Is the paper written in the present tense? 

             No: the writer needs to fix this problem.       Yes.

Is the work thoughtfully edited?

             Very Polished        Okay         Needs a lot of editing.




1 = completely fulfills or exceeds this element on the rubric, "A"





3= mostly meets this element on the rubric, "C"





5= needs improvement or is missing this element on the rubric, "D" or lower








1 = completely fulfills or exceeds this element on the rubric, "A"





3= mostly meets this element on the rubric, "C"





5= needs improvement or is missing this element on the rubric, "D" or lower
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