Benchmark#2: Giving Advice
You will be given a situation where you will have to confront a friend regarding a problem. You will write a letter to that friend giving them advice.  You must use the following tenses: subjunctive, present, preterite and imperfect and future.  
	Notes
	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Topic completion 
	Fully addresses the task.  
	Appropriately addresses and completes the task. Responds appropriately to all or almost all parts
	Responds accurately to most parts of the prompt.
	Responds inappropriately to some parts.

	
	Word/Language choice
	Includes relevant details and transitional words. Strong evidence of descriptive, precise vocabulary.
	Considerable variety of vocabulary.  Evidence of descriptive, precise vocabulary.
	Some variety of vocabulary.

Some use of descriptive, precise vocabulary.
	Lack of variety in vocabulary.  Heavy reliance on high frequency words.

Word choice may be awkward.

	
	Organization of ideas /Sentence flow
	Content is clear and focused.  Elaborates in detail on central idea.  
	Content is well-organized and generally follows a logical sequence.  Sufficient elaboration on central idea.
	Content is adequately organized.  Uses some detail for support but lacks elaboration. 

Clearly related to the topic but ideas may be repetitive.  
	Comprehensible sentences but thought pattern is difficult to follow. Repetitive, lacks elaboration, or contains irrelevant details.

	
	Syntax/grammar
	Flows well.  Consistent use of complex and varied structures.  Occasional errors may occur but there is no pattern.
	Control of a variety of structures.  Syntax errors do not interfere with communication.


	Some use of complex structures.  Syntax errors are evident. 
	Simple structures are predominant and/or syntax errors are evident and occasionally obscure meaning. 

	
	Use of the present subjunctive
	demonstrates mastery of the subjunctive
	demonstrates proficiency of the subjunctive
	demonstrates emerging proficiency of the subjunctive
	demonstrates lack of proficiency of the subjunctive


	GRADING SCALE
18-20  demonstrates excellence
(A)


16-17  demonstrates command
(B

14-16  demonstrates competence (C)
         

12-13  suggests lack of competence (D)

11 (   lack of competence (F)
	TRANSITIONAL WORDS that I know and can use are:


*Instruccciones:
	Instrucciones en español
	What I need to do (topic completion)
	What I write in Spanish

	1. Greet your friend
	
	

	2. Restate the problem 

	use the present or past tenses
	

	3. describe IN DETAIL a time when something similar happened to you or a friend.
	Use past tenses
	

	3. Express sympathy 
	I’m sorry that, it’s a shame that, I’m afraid that

(subjunctive)
	

	4. Tell her what you think about the person’s problem
	I think that . . .  (use present tense)
	

	5. Express your doubts 
	 “I doubt that. . .” “it’s not true that. . .” or “I don’t believe that. . .” (subjunctive)
	

	6. Give at least 2 pieces of advice about what he/ she should do 
	 “I suggest that. . .” “ I recommend that. . .”  “I want you to . . . ”,  “It’s good that”  “it’s necessary that” etc (subjunctive)
	

	7. Give at least 2 recommendations about what he/she should NOT do
	 “I hope that you don’t. . .” “ I recommend that you not. . .”  “I don’t want you to”,  “it’s not necessary that”, etc (subjunctive)
	

	8. Tell what you think will happen
	“I think that, I believe that. . .” (future)
	

	6. Say what you hope will happen
	“hopefully”  “I hope that” (subjunctive)
	

	7. Say goodbye with an appropriate phrase
	“take care,” “hope it works out,” “talk to you soon,” etc
	


Possible benchmark topics
	Problems with “amor”
	Key words I need to know in Spanish to address these topics
	Problems with friends
	Key words I need to know in Spanish to address these topics

	· Friend broke up with boyfriend/girlfriend
· Boy/girlfriend broke up with her/him on Facebook.

· Best friend stole his girlfriend/ her boyfriend

· Doesn’t know whether to break up with boyfriend/girlfriend

· Wants to break up with boyfriend/girlfriend but doesn’t know how
· Boyfriend/girlfriend is cheating
	
	· Best friend won’t talk to him/her

· Best friend says bad things about her/him on Facebook

· Best friend gossips about him/her

· Best friend on drugs or drinks too much

· Best friend spending too much time with lame boy/girlfriend

· Best friend is depressed

· Best friend is pregnant
	


