Lord of Flies Study Guide

CHAPTER 1 – “The Sound of the Shell”
1. Describe the island. What is the “scar”?

2. How old is Ralph? What about the age range of the other boys?
3. What prevents Piggy from running and swimming?

4. What do Piggy and Ralph find and how is it used?***
5. Describe the procession of boys who arrive at the meeting late. Who are they?

6. How is a chief chosen? Who is chosen? 
7. How do we know Jack is humiliated? What does Ralph do to maintain the peace? What is the choir’s new role?
8. What secret of Piggy’s does Ralph reveal?

9. What excuse does Jack give for not killing the pig? Why do you think Jack did not kill the pig?

*Begin filling out the character chart- “Initial Description” 

**Note the importance of Piggy’s specs and the damage done to the island.

***Important to note.

CHAPTER 2 – “Fire on the Mountain”
1. Describe Jack’s behavior at the beginning of the chapter when he talks about seeing the next pig.
2. Describe what the littl’un with the birthmark claimed to see. What are the reactions of the boys?

3. How does Ralph calm the small boys? Who exasperates him?
4. What idea does Ralph come up with? How is that idea carried out?

5. Why does Piggy continually remind Jack that he, Piggy, has the conch?

6. What is used to create the fire?***
7. What was the result of the boys’ carelessness? Who suffered the most?

*Continue filling out the character chart- “Initial Description” 
***Important to note.

CHAPTER 3 – “Huts on the Beach”
1. Describe Jack’s appearance at the beginning of the chapter. What does it remind you of/symbolize?
2. What is Jack doing in the woods at the beginning of the chapter? What is Ralph doing while Jack is in the woods?

3. What reasons does Ralph give for needing shelters? What problems are they facing?
4. Describe Jack’s actions on page 50.

5. Who first suggests that they might not be on a “good” island?***
6. Where does Simon go when he leaves the boys? Describe the place.

7. Explain the conflict of reason vs. instinct on page 54- who is fighting, what are they fighting over?
8. Reread the last eight paragraphs of this chapter. What kinds of imagery does Golding use in this section and what do you think he is trying to convey about Simon/the scenery?

*Note the quote on the bottom of page 54.

***Important to note.

CHAPTER 4 – “Painted Faces and Long Hair”
1. Examine Roger and make a conclusion from these pages: Bottom of page 60, middle – bottom of page 62.
2. What keeps Roger from actually hitting Henry with the rocks?

3. What reason does Jack give for applying the color to his face?
4. Why couldn’t the boys signal the ship that Ralph spotted on the horizon?

5. Describe the conflict between Ralph & Jack on pages 70-73. What is being symbolized in the line, “By the time..” (73).
6. Why does Jack attack Piggy? What was the result of this attack? Who helps Piggy? What is the significance of the broken glasses?
7. Describe the dance and chant done around the fire.

CHAPTER 5 – “Beast from Water”
1. What advantage does Piggy have that Ralph wishes he had?

2. What is Ralph discovering that he dislikes about the way he is living?

3. How does Piggy show disapproval as Ralph’s assembly is called?

4. What complaints does Ralph bring up at the assembly?

5. Littlun Phil reports that he saw something in the forest. What does he think it is and what is it really?

6. What does littlun Percival reveal to the assembly?
7. What does Simon mean by “maybe there is a beast”?

8. What is happening in pages 90-94. Describe the change in dynamics of the group.

*Note the bottom of page 83

CHAPTER 6 – “Beast from Air”
1. What falls to the island during the night? What happened to make this thing/”beast” fall?

2. Who discovers the thing? What do they think it is?

3. What excuse does Ralph give to let Piggy stay behind to look after the littluns? Why does he do this?

4. What do they discover while they are out looking for the beast? What is Jack’s response to this place?

5. What is happening to the role of the conch? What could this symbolize?
*Note page 103

CHAPTER 7 – “Shadows and Tall Trees”
1. What does Ralph long for?

2. What distracts the boys from the search for the beast?

3. What is happening to Ralph on pages 113-115? When the boar charges what does Ralph do? What does that make him feel?

4. When the boys decide they will not return until after dark, how do they let Piggy know?

5. What do Ralph, Jack and Roger find when they get to the top of the mountain?

6. How is the dance in this chapter different from the ones in other chapters?

*Note the description of the ocean on page 110
**Foreshadowing in this chapter

CHAPTER 8 – “Gift for the Darkness”
1. Why does Jack call an assembly and what are the results of that assembly?

2. What does Piggy suggest they do?

3. What boys have stayed behind and what boys leave with Jack? Allegorical significance?
4. Describe the killing of the sow in the forest, what they do with it and why they do that.

5. Describe Simon’s encounter with the above question and what name does he give it?

6. What happens to Simon at the end of the chapter? What is Simon battling with? Does he win?
*Note page 140
CHAPTER 9 – “A View to a Death”
1. What reason does Jack have for having a feast? What reason does Ralph say Jack came to invite them

to a feast?

2. What is the beast that crawls out of the forest in the middle of their feast?

3. What “truth” does Simon try to tell the boys?

4. Why do the boys do their “dance”?
5. What happens to Simon? Who does this? Why? What happens to the parachutist that is similar?

6. Think back to the prophecy of the Lord of the Flies. How does this prophecy come true?

CHAPTER 10 – “The Shell and the Glasses”
1. Who does Piggy blame for what happened to Simon?

2. What clues does Golding give to the reader that Ralph, Piggy and Samneric might have been involved in what happened to Simon?

3. What is becoming more evident about Jack’s group of boys?

4. What do Jack’s savages conclude about the beast that makes them feel better? Why does this make

them feel better?

5. What does Ralph seem to have trouble remembering?

6. What do Jack, Roger, and Maurice invade Ralph’s camp for? What happens when they do this? What

does Piggy think they came for?
*Note Piggy’s glasses on page 155 & throughout this chapter

**Read page 156 carefully
CHAPTER 11 – “Castle Rock”
1. Summarize Piggy’s speech.

2. Explain the significance of this line: “They understood only too well the liberation into savagery that the concealing paint brought” (172).

3. What is the significance of Ralph forgetting what is important?

4. What happens to Piggy and the conch? What does this symbolize?

5. What happens to Samneric during the confrontation?

6. What happens to Ralph? Where is he injured?

*Note the importance of the quote on page 169

CHAPTER 12 – “Cry of the Hunters”
1. What does Ralph do to the Lord of the Flies?

2. What preparation have Jack and Roger made for Ralph according to Samneric? What does this tell you about what they plan to do to Ralph?

3. How do Jack’s hunters find Ralph in the thicket?

4. Describe the process (the two different attempts) that the hunters make to get Ralph out of the thicket.

5. How are the boys rescued? What draws this to the island?

6. What is the significance of what comes to rescue them on the island? (Hint: What irony can be seen here?)

Character/Symbol Chart: As you read, examine each character.  Add to this chart as you discover more about them. To support your claims, provide quotes and make sure to properly cite your evidence. When you finish the novel, summarize each character’s allegorical significance.

	Character
	Initial Description
	Actions/Change in Personality
	Allegorical Significance

	Ralph
	
	
	

	Jack
	
	
	

	Piggy
	
	
	

	Simon
	
	
	

	Roger


	
	
	

	Samneric


	
	
	


Symbols: 
Find at least four symbols from the story and explain their possible meaning/significance.

	Symbol
	Significance

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Important Quotes: 
Find 3 quotes per chapter that you feel is significant to the story. Write them as a double entry journal. See the example below for the format of a double entry journal. Make sure to thoroughly explain in 2 sentences its significance/analysis (Comment/ Make Connections/ Question/ Clarify/ Analyze).
	Quote/Page #
	Significance/Analysis/Connections/?s

	1. “As he quietly stood, his back straight and confident, he faced the marlin…” (65).

	1. This quote is significant because…

It reminds me of a movie…

	2. “His strength was gone and all he had left were the stars to guide him home. Nothing was left to say…” (42).
	2. At this point, he is desperate because…

How come…?


