
TO BOMB OR NOT TO BOMB... 

THAT IS THE QUESTION 


Read fhE 4~rnIAAJ~~Mv~.: As you read. write dow~ the arguments you 
seeJor using the Atomic Bomb. What arguments might be $00 in opposing the 
use oj the bomb. 

Arguments for 
using the 

Atomic Bomb 

Arguments agFt
using the 

Atomic Bo.b 

~/ 
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VIEWS ON USING THE ATOMIC BOMB 

President Truman's decision to use the atomic bomb raised a host of m?ral, military and political 
questions. In the first passage, Winston Churchill explains why he urged llruman to use the bomb. In 
the second passage, The Christian Century, a prominent Protestant journal, raises questions about how 
the bomb was used. 

The President invited me to confer with him 
forthwith. He had with him General Marshall and 
Admiral Leahy. Up to this moment we had shaped 
our ideas towards an assault upon the homeland of 
Japan by terrific air bombing and by the invasion of 
very large armies. We had contemplated the 
desperate resistance of the Japanese fighting to the 
death with Samurai devotion, not only in pitched 
battles. but in every cave and dug-out. I had in my 
mind the spectacle of Okinawa island, where many 
thousands of Japanese. rather than surrender. had 
drawn up in a line and destroyed themselves by 
hand-grenades after their leaders had solemnly per­
formed the rite of hara-kiri. To quell the Japanese 
resistance man by man and conquer the country yard 
by yard might well require the loss of a million 
American lives and half that number of British-or 
more if we could get them there: for we were 
resolved to share the agony. Now all this nightmare 
picture had vanished. In its place was the vision ­
fair and bright indeed it seemed - of the end of the 
whole war in one or two violent shocks. I thought 
immediately myself of how the Japanese people. 
whose courage I had always admired, might fmd in 
the apparition of this almost supernatural weapon an 
excuse which would save their honour and release 
them from their obligation of being killed to the last 
fighting man. 

At any rate. there never was a moment's discus­
sion as to whether the atomic bomb should be used 
or not. To aven a vast. indefinite butchery. to bring 
the war to an end. to give peace to the world. to lay 
healing hands upon its tonured peoples by a manifes­
tation of overwhelming power at the cost of a few 
explosions, seemed. after all our toils and perils. a 
miracle of deliverance. 

British consent in principle to the use of the 
weapon had been given on July 4, before the test had 
taken place. The final decision now lay in the main 
with President Truman. who had the weapon; but I 

Something like a mialearthquake has followed 
the dropping of atomic mbs on two Japanese cities. 
Its continued tremors ughout the world have 
divened attention even m the military victory itself 
.... It is our belief that ~e use made of the atomic 
bomb has placed our na~on in an indefensible moral 
position. 

We do not propose td. debate the issue of military 
necessity. though the fads are clearly on one side of 
this issue. The atomic boinb was used at a time when 
Japan's navy was sunk, her air force virtually 
destroyed. herhomeland ~urrounded. her supplies cut 
off. and our forces poisecl for the final stroke. Recog­
nition of her imminent d¢feat could be read between 
the lines of every Japane~e communique. Neither do 
we intend to challenge Mr. Churchill's highly 
speculative assertion tha~ the use of the bomb saved 
the lives of more than ~me million American and 
250.000 British soldiers.1 

We believe. howeve~. that these lives could have 
been saved had our govepunent followed a different 
course. more honorable and more humane. Our 
leaders seem not to have weighed the moral con­
siderations involved. NOlsooner was the bomb ready 
than it was rushed to th¢ front and dropped on two 
helpless cities. destroyin~ more lives than the United 
States had lost in the enl1re war. 

Perhaps it was inev!itable that the bomb would 
ultimately be employed to bring Japan to the point of 
surrender . ... But the~ was no military advantage 
in hurling the bomb upon: Japan without warning. The 
least we might have done was to announce to our foe 
that we possessed the afic bomb; that its destruc­
tive power was beyond ything known in warfare; 
and that its terrible e fectiveness had been ex­
perimentally demonstra . d in this country. We could 
thus have warned Japan of what was in store for her 
unless she surrendered ijnmediately. If she doubted 
the good faith of our representations. it would have 
been a simple maner to ~lect a demonstration target 
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never doubted what it would be. nor have I ever 
doubted since that he was right. The historic fact 
remains. and must be judged in the after-time. that 
the decision whether or not to use the atomic bomb 
to compel the surrender of Japan was never even 
an issue. There was unanimous. automatic. un­
questioned agreement around our table; nor did I 
ever hear the slightest suggestion that we should 
do otherwise. 

Winston S. Churchill. Triumph and Tragedy. 

pp.637-639. 

in the enemy's own country at a place where the 
loss of human life would be at a minimum. 

li. despite such warning, Japan had still held 
out, we would have been in a far less questionable 
position had we then dropped the bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. At least our record of 
deliberation and ample warning would have been 
clear. Instead, with brutal disregard of any prin­
ciple ofhumanity, we "demonstrated" the bomb on 
two great cities. utterly extinguishing them. This 
course has placed the United States in a bad light 
throughout the world. What the use of poison gas 
did to the reputation of Germany in World War I. 
the use of the atomic bomb has done for the United 
States in World War II. Our future security is 
menaced by our own act, and our influence for 
justice and humanity in international affairs has 
been sadly crippled. 

The Chrislian Cemury, August 29,1945. 
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A 	 Dr. Arata Osada, Children of the A-Bomb: 
Testament of the Boys and C$irls ofHiroshima 

Dr. Osada was a distinguished Japanese doctor who 
wanted the world to understand the human tragedy ex­
perienced by the people of Hiroshima. In 1951, he asked 
a number of young people to write their personal stories 
of what happened to them when the atomic bomb struck 
(see textbook page 722). The following excerpts vividly 
describe the ordeal experienced by two young Japanese 
women. 

7th grade girl. In 1st grade in 1945. 

[We] were eating breakfast at the time. 
From no particular place there was a bright 
flash. 

Surprised, I asked, "Mother, what was 
that!" 

And just as she answered, "What could it 
be!" we heard a tremendous explosion and 
everything became pitch dark and I couldn't 
even see the face of my mother who was right 
beside me. 

In that second some heavy object fell and 
pressed me down painfully. 

When I frantically yelled, "Mother, 
Mother!" there was a voice calling, "Set-chan, 
Set-chan." Mother's voice came through 
broken and weak. 

I shouted, "Setsuko is here. Setsuko is 
here!" 

And then I heard a voice saying, "Set-chan, 
try to move your legs." 

So I kicked as hard as I could. Just at my 
chest there was a scraping sound of something 
being moved. After a little while I was fmally 
able to crawl out of there. 

"Mommy, hurry and get up," I said and 
pulled her hand; but she said, "It hurts, it hurts," 
and she didn't try to move. 

Frightened, I looked carefully and saw that 
there was a big beam lying across her right arm 

and her bfclc. No matter how hard I tried to 
move it n1Y strength wasn't enough to even 
budge it. With her left hand which she was ' 
able to mpve Mother had helped me out. I 
took hold of that heavy beam and tried 
desperate1y to move it but it had not the 
slightest ~ffect. 

From all sides I could hear voices call­
ing, "Help, help!" 

At ~e top of my voice I yelled, 
"HELLWLP!" but there wasn't a single per­
son to coJe. 

The fire had already come close to me. 
Everytime the flames licked out, my hair got 
singed. 

De~rately I said, "Mommy, Mommy 
- hUrry!"f'but nothing could be done. 

Mother as saying urgently, "Mother will 
come afte ' you, Set-chan, so you get away 
first. Now cicklY, quickly." 

I was etermined not to escape without 
my mothe . But the flames were steadily 
spreading d my clothes were already on 
fire and I ~ouldn't stand it any longer. So 
screaming, "Mommy, Mommy!" I ran wildly 
into the mi~dle of the flames. No matter how 
far I went i~ was a sea of fire all around and 
there was flo way to escape. So beside my 
self I jumM<1 into our water tank. The sparks 
were fallini everywhere so I put a piece of 
tin over my, head to keep out the fire. The 
water in thd tank was hot like a bath. Beside 
me there w~re four or five other people who 
were all caping someone's name. While I 
was in the Wiater tank everything became like 
a dream anFJ sometime or other I became 
unconsciou~. 

I don't mow how many hours passed but 
when I regained consciousness it seemed to 
be momingl There was still smoke rising 
here and thdre and sizzling noises of things 
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burning. Right beside me I found a woman Girl, Junipr College student. 
still in the water who seemed to be asleep, 
but she was dead. 

I suddenly became frightened and I 

Mother had finally died 
just as I had left her. 
Holding the urn in 
my arms I lifted up my 
voice and wailed. The 
tears kept on and on. 

called in a loud voice to a 
man who was passing, 
"Please come and help me." 

The man came and lifted 
me out of the tank and he 
told me that if 1go straight 
ahead there is a medical 
relief station there, so I 
walked there with him. 

While I was thinking, "I 
wonder what has happened 
to Mother," I looked at my 
own arms and saw that the 

skin was all burned and broken up with 
wounds. 

My chest and my back began to hurt 
more and more, so when we arrived at the 
relief station they fixed me up .... 

On a certain day five days after that 
Grandmother said, 
"Set-chan's Mother has 
indeed died after all." 

We knew because 
one of my uncles came 
back bringing her 
ashes. Mother had 
finally died just as I had 
left her. Holding the urn 
in my arms I lifted up 
my voice and wailed. 
The tears kept on and 
on. The two cousins and 
my aunt who had been 
wi th her then had all 
died too. 

It was decided that 
I would be brought up in 
my grandmother's 
house. From about then 

Ah, tltat instant! I felt as though I had 
been struck on the back with something like 
a big hammer, and thrown into boiling oil. 
For some t,ime I was unconscious .... 

ThrQugh a darkness I could hear the 
voices of tile other students calling for their 
mother. I <;:ould barely sense the fact that 
the studen~s seemed to be running away 
from that R1ace. I immediately got up, and 
... just fr~tically ran in the direction they 
were all taking .... The place where I had 
been working was Tanaka-cho, a little 
more than 600 yards from the center of the 
explosion .... 

At the , base of the bridge, inside a big 
cistern thaG had been dug out there, was a 
mother w~ping and holding above her head 
a naked baby that was burned bright red all 
over its boQy .... In the cistern the srudents 
stood with only their heads above the water 
and their two hands, which they clasped as 

... every time I look in 
a mirror at this face 
of mine which is not 
like my face, and thimk 
that never again will 
I be able to see my 
former face and that I 
have to live my life 
forever in this condiMon, 
it becomes too sad 
to bear . ... 

my hair gradually feU out and the burns on 
my arms got worse. 

When I was a fourth grader I got tuber­
culosis and I spent five months in the Japan 
Red Cross Hospital. They said this was also 
the result of the A-bomb. When I left the 
hospital I was so thin I was just like a 
skeleton .... 

they imploringly cried 
and screamed, calling 
their parents. But every 
single person who 
passed was wounded, 
all of them, and there 
was no one to rum to for 
help .... I looked at my 
two hands and found 
them covered with 
blood .... Shocked, I 
put my hand into my 
mompei [a type of 
slacks worn by J ap­
anese girls] pocket to 
get out my handker­
chief, but there was no 
handkerchief, nor 
pocket either. And my 
mompei were also 

burned off pelow my hips. I could feel my 
face gradua)..ly swelling up .... From inside 
the wreckage of the houses we would hear 
screaming voices calling "Help!" and then 
the flames would swallow up everything ... 

Even now the scars of those wounds 
remain over my whole body. On my head, 
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my face, my arms, my legs and roy chest. As I 
stroke those blackish-red raised scars on my 
arms, and every time I look in a mirror at this 
face ofmine which is not like my face, and think 
that never again will I be able to see my fonner 
face and that I have to live my life forever in 
this condition, it becomes too sad to bear .... 
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EFFECTS OF THE Eo 


On August 6, 1945 , acres of 
fl attened buildings 
showed the devastation of 

Hiroshima. Teams of Am erican 
and J apanese offi­
cials soon began to 
study in detail the 
effe cts the bomb 
had on the ci ty. 
H owever, it wasn't 
until 1960 that the 
Atomic-Bomb 
Casualty 
Commission 
(A. B.C.C.) could 

begin to under­

stan d the long­

term 

effects on the ci ty 

and its people. 


Survivors. or hibakusha. 
developed a high inci­
dence of leukemia . 
Many hibakusha also 
believed they were 
weakened by the n A­
bomb disease." In 1960. 
the hibakusha earned 
lower incomes than 
newcomers to 

24 American Odyssey: Chapter 12 

THE BOMBING OF HIROSHIMA 

_ On August 6. 1945 at 8:15 A.M.. an American plane dropped 
W an uranium bomb over the center of Hiroshima. Japan. No 
warning was sounded. so at the time of the explosion many workers 
were en route to their jobs and school children were outside. Out of a 
population of 350.000, an estimated 92: 000 pBople perished. 

are so and so aga inst it, but as individuals they cannot be told that they 
won't get something So every time they pick up the raper and ft:' :ld 
abou t the A-bomb or see a demonstra tion, or o;;vhatever, they fec i hot 
fear. They live with il, and this is why they are c:i "lerenL and I think 
always will be." 

- Japan ese PbrsicJan in The 'leI\' York l,mes \iagnine. 19(;i() 

Withi,;-J~iI8-0f hypocenter . r o F'·asn turns ' ,i led peopis c·rec: i.' 8,p~sea iO 
the heat 
o Radiation w'lo'n 1/2 mile of ' " 'ipocp.°ter 
exceeded SIX limes the dose mat would couse 
death with in a month 

,/ 

PHYSICIAN'S ASSESSMENT 

t ala,t rackeD ~'8I1S22~~~ thi c, _ 

Within 11/2 miles of the hypocenter 
rc 

o RUg Hlg lires consumeJ most homs s. which ".ere 
we den ano gune ccnr.re te Ju ildlngs 
o r91 per 1~les up 10 )'000 oegrges ca ,sec 
fi, " degree burns and meited glass. ;e a ann 
eve n stones 

.1. _ ~ :-:-.-:-:-.===-==========rr 
Within 3 miles of hypocenter 
o 80mb des troyed 60.000 houses 

' 

0 90%of HiroshIma s phYSl c,alls Jlsd, " r,, · 

only 701 33 fue stations a:1d 25% of : e fire mcG 

venting mos l v, ctims from ge r. ,n tm",~iate 
ncnical alte nt lon 
o Uncon trolled hres burned hrollgholc th e ci 

survived the blast 

the most damaging effects 
at the atomic bomb had on 
e city of Hiroshima in 1945. 

ca nnot tell them natly. nor th e ABC.C.. no r 1. 
boils or ca nce r or caLJ racts or 

Statistical ly, we u n say the chances 
2. at effects rema ined after 15 

3. Y do you think the 
earned less money 

n newcomers even if 
discounted the idea of 

" A-bomb disease?" 

a. ~ 
E 
o 
v 

"They know that we 
that they won't get strange illnesses or 
whatever as the result of radiation. 
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SCIENTISTS'VIEWS 


PETITION TO TIlE PRESIDENT 

"If after the war a situation is allowed to de\'elop in the world which 
permits rival powers to be in uncontrolled possession of these new 
means of destruction , the cities of the Linited States as well the cities of 
other nations will be in continuous danger of sudden annihilation. All 
the resources of the United States. moral and material , may have to be 
mobilized to pre\'ent the advent of such a world situation. Its prevention 
is at present the solemn responsibili(y of the Cnited States-singled out 
by virtue of her lead in the field of atomic pmyer. 

"The added material strength ~'hich this lead gives to the United 
States brings with it the obligation of restra int and if we were to violate 
this obligation our moral position ~'ould be ~'e3kened in the eves of the 
world and in our own e\·es." 

-Leo Szilard Jull' 17. 1945 

.liI4jill·'~i 

1. 	Reporting lon the scientists' 
views, Arthur Compton said 
"87% vot~d for its military use 
at least if ~fter other means 
were tried this was found nec­
essary to bring surrender." Do 
you think ~ompton's summary 
reflects aCfurately the results 
of the poll? Explain your 
answer. 

2. 	What disadvantage did Szilard 
see to usi~g the bomb? 

3. 	Why do yqu think that many 
scientists chose different 
options th~n Truman's final 
decision? 

After the first successful 
atomic bomb test, scien­
tists who had worked on 

the project became more con­
cerned about how the bomb 
might be used.lnJuly 1945,150 
scientists responded to a ques­
tionaire that asked how they 
would use atomic weapons in 
the war againstJapan. 

leo Szilard and 68 other scien­
tists urged President Truman to 
delay using the atomic bomb 
until Japan had been told the 
terms of surrender and had 
refused to submit to them. 

,- -------l._id.iib.til.,'a·M.:.•:J,iM:. 
Scientists estimated that the bomb would have 

the force of20,000 tons of TNT, which could 

destroy any structure. They also believed heat 

and radiation would kill thousands of people. 


What Scientists Would Have Done 

Use them in the manner that is most eHective in 
bringmg about prompt Japanese surrender. 

tHHHJ 
Give a demonstration at a military target in Japan 
before full use of the weapons is employed. 

HHtHtHHtttttHHH 46% 
Give an experimental demonstration in this country for 
the Japanese before full use of the weapon is employed. 

tHHHHttH 
Withhold military use of the weapons but make public 
experimental demonstration of their eHectiveness. 

Maimaln as secret as possible our new weapons and 
relrainIrom using themIn tillS war 

A radar echo in the Hiroshima 
bomb set off an ordinary 
explosive ibside which drove a 
uranium wedge into the uranium 
target, SBtt/~g off the blast. 

22 American Odyssey: Chapter 12 
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FROM AROUND THE WORLD 


I Atomic bomb wiped out 
60 % of Hiroshi ma," 
reported headlines of The 

New York TimeJ' on August 8, 
1945, Front-page articles 
described five industrial plants 
that "vanished" in the city that 
had a population of 343,000 
before the war. The bombing 
drew reactions from around the 
world , including Japan, where 
sources called America "Public 

This cartoon is from 
the Des Moines 
Register, 1945 , 

Enemy No, 1 of social justice," 

CHURCHILL'S STATEMENT 


""The whol~ bUI'den of p.xecution, inC ~uding the setting up of the plants 


and many technical processes connected therewith in the practica l 


sphere, constitutes one of the greatest triumphs of American--{)r 


indeed human-genius of hich there is ('ecord, 


"Thi s revelation of the secrets of nature long mercifully withheld from 


man shouJd arouse the most solemn rellections in the mind and con­

science of eve ry human being capahle of comprehension. We mus t 


indeed pl'ay that thesc awful agei1ci~s win be made to conduce pe <Jce 


among the nations and that, instea,1 of wreaking measureless havoc 


upon the entire globe, they may he~ome a perennial foundation of 


world p rospe rity." 


~The New York Times, August 7,1945 

'0" mough"~~:h~~~I~l:~~d~~e pl,,,ed "ub ~ 
marine, but he feared that man would not apply it to progress. namely 
to the constructive uses of civi lization, but iO its ruin , He destroyed the 
possible instrument of destruction. 

"This incredible destnJClive instrumem rem:lins a temptatIon, if not 
for horrified contemporaries, then for nosterirv to whom history-we 
know it well because we are the posterity of yesterday~teaches very 
little, and which the forgetfulness of (xperience dominates so willingly." 

-OS;er\alore Romano, August 7, ]945 

I 
CHurchill's statement also contained a 
d~5cription of the cooperation between 
British and American scientists who 
rated to develop the atomic bomb 
bJfore Germany did. 

I 

I 


T~is quote came from an editorial in the 
Osservatore Romano, the Vatican City 
n~wspaper, "Leonardo" is Leonarda 
d~Vinci (1452-1519), the Italian artist 
a~d scientist. 

1. What words and phrases reveal 
I the points of view in the Vati­

can editorial and Churchill's 
statement? Why are their 
points of view different? 

21
• 	Do you think Leonardo's solu­

tion would prevent the misuse1 
of new technologies today? 

3. What does the political cartoon 
show about reactio11S in the 
United States to dropping the 
bomb? 
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