The Panama Canal Video Notes
1) Making history. Who was Jan van Hardeveld, and what do you think motivated him -- and other young Americans, both immigrants and native-born -- to go to Panama? 
2) An elusive dream. Who was Ferdinand de Lesseps, and why was he selected by the French to build a canal in Panama? 
3) What lessons do you think other engineers took from de Lesseps' failure? 
4) The Panama Revolution. Describe the process by which America acquired the land rights to the Panama Canal zone. 
5) The path to America's future. What did America have to gain from the Panama Canal?
6) Roosevelt's visit to Panama. What motivated President Roosevelt to travel to Panama in late 1906? 

7) Why did the President choose to go to Panama during the wettest time of year, and what does this say about his character?
8) Engineering innovations. What made the railroad "the heart of the effort" during construction of the canal? 
9)When Stevens realized that building a canal at sea level would doom the canal to failure, what solution did he come up with? 
10) Eradicating yellow fever. Who was Colonel William Gorgas, and what was his theory about how Yellow Fever could be eradicated? What led President Roosevelt to back Gorgas' theory?
11) How was this public-health campaign -- the most expensive in history -- carried out? What were the logistics? What were the results?
12) Segregation and discrimination. What was the "Panama Man," and how were advertising and marketing techniques employed to recruit workers? 
13) From what countries were most unskilled laborers who worked on the canal project recruited? Which workers were paid in gold and silver? What were the consequences of being a "gold worker" versus being a "silver worker"?
14)  Conclusion: price of progress. Given the extraordinary number of lives that were lost during the canal project, what is your assessment of the morality of building the canal? Are human lives an inevitable "price of progress"? If all the workers on the canal project had been from the United States, how might working conditions have been different? How might the entire project be different?
