Name: ___________________

Date: _________ Period: ____

Is Odysseus a hero?
As you read, find quotes and actions that prove Odysseus is/is not a hero. Give specific line numbers to support your case. Example: “He charged at the monster without fear” (l.675). / He selfishly sacrifices them (ll.546-550). 
Part 1:

	Story/Adventure
	YES: He is!
	No: He is not!

	“Tell the Story”
	
	

	“Calypso, The Sweet Nymph”
	
	

	“I Am Laertes’ Son”
	
	

	“The Lotus Eaters”
	
	

	“The Cyclops”
	
	

	“The Enchantress Circe”
	
	


Odyssey Study Questions 1 (Tell the Story; The Wanderings: Calypso, the Sweet Nymph)

Continue reading Part One of the Odyssey (pp. 651-654) and respond to the questions as thoroughly as possible (in complete sentences).
1. The Odyssey opens with a convention of epic poetry – the poet prays to the Muse.  What does the poet ask of the Muse?

2. Respond to the Margin Question (in the box) for lines 1-32.

3. Remember that sensory images appeal to our five senses (sight, taste, touch, smell, and hearing).  Read lines 33-40 and the notes on “Calypso, the Sweet Nymph” (above) and explain why there might be an emphasis on sensory images in this section of the epic.

4. There is a Homeric simile (extended comparison) in lines 41-47.  What is Hermes’ flight compared to here?

5. What do you see, hear, feel, and smell in the description of Calypso’s home (lines 48-53)? 

6. Pause at line 70 and monitor your comprehension of the epic.  Why has Hermes traveled to Calypso’s island?

7. Respond to the Margin Question (in the box) for lines 88-91.  

8. Pause at line 111.  What do you think distinguishes humans from the gods?

9. There is a Homeric simile (extended comparison) in lines 119-122.  What is being compared in these lines?

10. Respond to the Margin Question (in the box) for lines 101-118.  

