Study Guide 4

AP Government - Watkins


Chapter 8

1.  Define the term political party.

2.  What are five tasks political parties should perform if they are to serve as effective linkage institutions?

3.  What are the differences among he following types of primaries?


Closed primaries


Open primaries


Blanket primaries

4.  List four elections which might be considered “critical” or “realigning” and explain why.


1.


2.


3.


4.

5.  Identify two challenges facing the American political parties and explain their relationship to American democracy, individualism, and the score of government.  In your response list conditions that advocates of the responsible party model believe the parties should meet, discuss how the party system affects the scope of government and identify key problems with political parties today.

Chapter 9

1.  Explain the nomination process and the role of the national party convention. What elements are needed for success in nomination game? 

2.  What reforms did the McGovern-Fraser Commission bring to the Democratic Party?

3.  Evaluate the role of money in campaigns, campaign finance reform, and the impact of political action committees (PAC). 


List the main features of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1974


What are the main provisions of the McCain-Feingold Act (2002)?

4.  How do campaigns affect democracy, public policy and the scope of government?


Address concepts like the “permanent campaign”  and the effect of campaigns on voters.

