English 3-4 A: Third Quarter Independent Reading Expectations

In-class reading participation: This quarter you will receive an overall participation grade for your independent reading worth 50 points. If you have your book on every DIRT day and sustain your reading silently for the full time given, you will earn the full points. 

Book checks will be more frequent and systematic this quarter. However, if you don’t have your own independent reading book one day, you can still read something from my class library for that day, write a response to it, and get it stamped. However, you may lose points from your overall in-class reading participation grade. 

3rd Quarter Book Requirements: This quarter we are returning to fiction, and we are specifically focusing on the Romantic Era, Victorian Era, or Modern Era in England, Europe, or the World. The list has been modified to only include novels that fit this criteria, though as before you are not limited to these choices.  

The book should again be approximately 250 pages. Since there are 10 weeks in the quarter, but we usually don’t get started until the 2nd week, and the culminating assignment will be due the last week, let us just say you have 8 weeks to finish your books—that is 150 pages a month, or about 30 pages a week. If you are not reading about 30 pages per week, you’ll know you are falling behind. We read for about 25-30 minutes in class per week most weeks, so if you can’t read about 30 pages per week in the time given in class, you will need to find time outside of class to read. 

Choosing a book: Take your time picking out a book. Contrary to the popular saying, sometimes you can make judgments about a book based on its cover. But also read the back of the book and the inside jackets. Flip through the book and read a page or two here and there to get a feel for the style and narrative. Many of you are changing your books way too late in the quarter. Remember, you have one week to “try out” a book, but then you need to commit.

Deadline: Have your book by Monday, February 7th; Commit to a book by Feb. 14th

Responses: This quarter I would like you to use a different way to respond each time, choosing from the 50 different ways.

Format: Length is still have a page—3 points per response. Don’t forget the title of your book, DIRT day #, response number, and pages read for each response logged. So it looks something like this:

Title:



Day #

Reponses #


Pages read:

Absences: If you are absent you can make up in-class reading by reading at home, and having a parent sign your response (the signature means that they are vouching for your having read about 15 minutes). You can also do this ahead of time if you know you will be absent. Note: this is not the same as a journal prompt given in class—these need to be made up within a week of an absence and stamped by me.  

