Writing Assignment #2
For the most part, an author has a purpose when writing a selection. There are a few main purposes for writing: “to entertain, to persuade, to express opinions, to describe, and to inform” (Glencoe 269). Often a writer has more than one purpose for writing, and “paying attention to words, phrases, and details in a selection can help readers determine the author’s purpose” (Glencoe 269). Which do you think Yoshiko Uchida had in mind in “Of Dry Goods and Black Bow Ties” (270)? Support your answer with details from the text.
Requirements:

· Due on ___________________

· Must be typed according to the YLHS style guide

· ONE page in length
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Common Errors 
Writing Assignment #2
 
Page number
CORRECT- “By the time we removed the cecum, Mr. Polansky’s peritoneal cavity had been contaminated” (151). 
 
You need a topic sentence in which you state the subject of your essay. For example, 
Dr. William Nolen’s purpose for writing this essay was to inform his reader of the stress of a doctor’s first surgical procedure. 
 
Lead-ins are required before quotations. For example,
The doctor even explains that, “By the time we recovered the cecum, Mr. Polansky’s peritoneal cavity had been contaminated” (151).
 
Refer to non-fiction pieces in a literature book as essays, not short story.
 
Avoid slang like “stuff and “things”
 
Use quotation marks around short stories. For example,
            “The First Appendectomy” NOT The First Appendectomy 
 
When referring to the author, use the last name, not the first name. It sounds too informal to use an author’s first name. 
 
Avoid using “I”
 
Avoid passive voice. For example, 
            Had died, had felt, had been contaminates, had happened
 
Do not use the title of the work as the title of the essay. 
 
