
64 PART II The Classical Period, 1000 B.Ll-SOO LE. 

The Pattern of Trade in the Ancient Eurasian World 
The period ofMaurya rule in India coincided wim a great 
expansion in trade between the main centers of civiliza· 
tion in Eurasia and Africa. In me cenruries that followed, 
a permanent system ofexchange developed that extended 
from Rome and the Mediterranean Sea to China and 
Japan. The trading networks that made up this system 
inCluded bot.h those established between portS connected 
by ships and sea routes and those consisting of overland 
exchanges transmitted along me chain of tradillg centers 
that crossed central Asia and me Sudanic region ofAfrica. 
By me last centuries ll.c.E., this far·f1wlg trading system 
inel uded much of the world as it was known to the peo­
ples of me Eastern Hemisphere. 

This map provides an over\~ew of this great trading 
oetwork in the age of the classical civilizations, roughly 
the 3rd cemury B.C.E. to the 3rd cenrury C.E. It shows 
the main centers ofproduction, the goods exported over­
land and overseas, a.nd the main directioos of trade in 
these prod uCts. In each of the main sectors participating 
in the system, key pons, inland trading cemers, and the 
products produced in different regions are shown. 
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Some products produced at one end of the system, 
such as Chinese silks and porcejains, were carried me entire 
length of me oetwork to be spld in markets at me other 
edge, i.n Rome, for example. Nj a general rule, products car­
ried over these great distances ttnded to be high-priced lux­
ury goods such as spices and ~recious jewels. But most of 
the exchanges, particularly in tlul.k goods such as metal ores 
or fuodstufli;, were between adJoining regions. The ports of 
western India, for example, cPrried on a bri.sk trade with 
those in the Red Sea and Pe~ia.n. Gulf, while trading cen­
ters in southeast Asia supplie1 China with forest prodl1cts 
and other raw materials in ejcha.nge for the many items 
manufactured by China's higlily skilled artisans. Although 
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some merchants and seamen'lparticularly the Chinese and 
Arabs, could be fouod i.n po~ts far fi·om their homelands, 
most confined their a.ctivities fithin regional orbits, such as 
the Arabian Sea, the Persian <!Julf, or tile South China Sea. 

Eurasian and African Trading Goods Routes, c. 300 B.C.E. to 300 C.E_ 



N. MAP EXERCISES L-~---
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B. Visualizing the Past: Patterns ofTrade in the Eurasian World ( ages 64 - 65) 
1. 	 What physical geographic features would have defined: 

a. 	 The Arab zone? 

b. 	 The Indian zone? 

c. The Chinese zone? 


'" -:s : ~ .t!t'\ 2. Missing from the map is the Greco-Roman pattern of trade. What physical 
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( I I' j.._ r" features defined this area? Use the physical map at the frontlofthe book. 
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3. 	 What areas would have been centers of exchange between zpnes? Why? 

4. 	 If monsoons in the area blow northeast to southwest (November to March) and 
Southwest to Northeast (April to October) how would this h,ave affected 
movement? 

5. 	 What products would you have considered luxury goods? s k ples, foodstuffs, and 
raw materials? 

6. 	 Which products would have had the highest profit margins? IWhy? 

7. 	 Why would trade in foodstuffs have been less profitable? 


