Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

Notes: chapters 35-38

The Return to Thornfield Hall


1. Why does Jane return to Thornfield Hall?
She leaves on Tuesday afternoon at 3:00 p.m.

Jane walks two miles through the fields from the Rochester Arms (an inn) to Thornfield Hall. When she finally reaches Thornfield, she sees a “blackened ruin” (544).
Jane returns to the Rochester Arms; the innkeeper (who had been Old Mr. Rochester’s butler) tells Jane what happened to Thornfield and its inhabitants.

2. How was the Hall destroyed?


3. How did Bertha Mason Rochester die?



4. How and why was Edward injured?

Jane seeks Edward at Ferndean. 

“To this house I came just ere dark on an evening marked by the characteristics of sad sky, cold gale, and continued small penetrating rain” (551).

5. What is Nature being used to communicate about Edward Rochester’s state of mind?

“…at last my way opened, the trees thinned a little; presently I beheld a railing, then the house—scarce, by this dim light, distinguishable from the trees; so dank and green were its decaying walls…I stood amidst a space of enclosed ground, from which the wood swept away in a semicircle. There were no flowers, no garden-beds; only a broad gravel-walk girdling a grass-plat, and this set in the heavy frame of the forest” (551).
6. What does this description of the house and its surroundings communicate about Edward Rochester’s emotional state?

“She then proceeded to fill a glass with water, and place it on a tray, together with candles.
‘Is that what he rang for?’ I asked.
‘Yes: he always has candles brought in at dark, though he is blind.’
‘Give the tray to me; I will carry it in’” (554).


7. Jane carries both water and lit candles as she returns to Mr. Rochester. Why are you still in your seat?!! You just got run over by a dump truck worth of symbolism!!!
Explain.

“My spirits were excited, and with pleasure and ease I talked to him during supper, and for a long time after. There was no harassing restraint, no repressing of glee and vivacity with him; for with him I was at perfect ease, because I knew I suited him; all I said or did seemed either to console or revive him” (560).
8. Jane is describing how comfortable and joyous she feels in Rochester’s presence. But Jane is also obliquely commenting on someone else. Who? How can a thoughtful reader tell?


“’I love you better now, when I can really be useful to you, than I did in your state of proud independence, when you disdained every part but that of the giver and protector’” (571).

9. Why is Jane’s use of the word “useful” so significant?
How does this word “useful” recall her courtship of Edward Fairfax Rochester?






“’The case being so, we have nothing in the world to wait for: we must be married instantly.’ He looked and spoke with eagerness: his old impetuosity was rising. ‘We must become one flesh without any delay, Jane: there is but the license to get—then we marry’” (571).
10. As a reader, you should be wryly chuckling or giggling gleefully. Why is this passage so funny?
“No woman was ever nearer to her mate than I am: ever more absolutely bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh. I know no weariness of my Edward’s society: he knows none of mine, any more than we each do of the pulsation of the heart that beats in our separate bosoms; consequently, we are ever together. To be together is for us to be at once as free as in solitude, as gay as in company. We talk, I believe, all day long: to talk to each other is but a more animated and an audible thinking” (577).
11. Charlotte Bronte is using Jane to make an argument about the ideal marriage. What is Bronte arguing? An ideal marriage is one in which…..

Reflection:  Mr. Rochester is a terrible man who tried to trick an inexperienced young woman into marrying him illegally. Yet Mr. Rochester is able to marry his beloved and conceive a son with her. Why? What makes this reward possible?

Hint: “’I am. God did not give me my life to throw away; and to do as you wish me would, I begin to think, be almost equivalent to committing suicide” (530).











Edward Rochester proposed to Jane Eyre on 21 June in the orchard at Thornfield Hall.�On approximately 21 July, Jane was to be married to Edward at the church just beyond the gates leading to�the hall. She leaves that very night after finding out about Edward’s wife, Bertha.�In late November of that same year, Jane inherits 20,000 pounds from his Uncle John Eyre (her father’s brother).�In the middle of the following June, St, John Eyre Rivers proposes to Jane Eyre.�A week later, Jane returns to Thornfield Hall.
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