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Scholars of Marking Period I Honored by Board

Congratulations to the Scholars of Marking Period 1 who were honored at the Board of
Education meeting last night. They are: Art:Aimee Bueno; Business Education:
Stephanie Villa; Computer Arts: Victor Escudero, III; English:Tara Mott; E.S.L.:Leena
Abaza; Theatre Arts:Leovani Garcia; T.V./Video:Jason Hamilton; Foreign
Language:Elyzah Ruiz; Marketing Education:Amanda Bley; Mathematics:David Caraccio;
Music:Vocal – Melanie Escudero – Instrumental – Josibel Hidalgo; Physical
Education/Health: Osman Bangura/Kayla Huntington;
Science:Shakir Ahmed; Social Studies:Giancarlo Moreno; General Studies:Luis Cruz;
CISCO Internet Academy:Rizwan Chowdhury

Music Department Delivers Holiday Cheer
Last week the band and chorus performed their holiday music for our three constituent
districts. On Tuesday last week, they went to Prospect Park and Haledon, and on
Thursday, they went to High Mountain School in North Haledon. The chorus also
performed for the Buckingham Adult Medical Daycare. On Friday the chorus performed
at the North Haledon American Legion for the Golden Age Club. This past Monday, the
chorus performed at the Holland Home and for the Haledon Senior Citizens at La
Neve’s. The music department winter concert will be next Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in
the school auditorium.

Chorale Performs at Board Meeting

Falcon’s Lounge Tree Lighting
Tree Lighting: On Tuesday 12/9 students participated in the Falcon’s Lounge Tree
Lighting. Students made ornaments, decorated the tree, played holiday games, and
sang Christmas Carols.

Making a Difference with Ornaments
Make A Difference students were painting ornaments Thursday - for themselves or to
give to a friend/family member for the holidays. Everyone had a great time.

And the Winner Is…
Central Office Staff, Dr. Wanko, Interim Superintendent, Mr. Serapiglia, Business
Administrator, and Mrs. De Franco, Director of the Child Study Team, judged the
holiday decorating contest between the attendance office Assistant Principal, Mr.
Wacha’s office. Bragging rights go to Jannine Traficante in the Attendance Office.

DECA Competition Begins

Online Competition
The DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America) competition season began on Wednesday,
December 10, 2014. 23 MRHS students competed in the online portion of the competition,
which is comprised of 100 multiple choice questions about specific marketing clusters. The
online test is the first part of the Northern Regional Competition for this school year. On
January 7, 2015, over 1,500 DECA members from across the Northern Region will compete at
Ramapo College in career role play situations. Careers represented at the January competition
include Hospitality, Business Management and Administration, Marketing, Entrepreneurship,
and Finance. Students are judged on their appearance, comportment, and knowledge of the
scenario with which they're presented. This is a "cold" competition, as the role play scenes
aren't known ahead of time. Best of luck to all of Mr. Kelley’s Marketing students!

Cisco Wiring Lab Crowns a New Boss
The Cisco 1 & 2 classes had a real-world, hands-on lab this week - building and testing
computer Ethernet cables, learning the tools and techniques used by actual technicians
in the field. The students began an informal race to see who could make a working
straight-through and cross-over cable first. After adjusting for the Cisco 2 students who
were doing this lab for the second time, the big winner of the day was Mujaheda
Hussain – finishing 3rd overall but first in her Cisco 1 class. When asked to comment on
this victory for women in technology, Mujaheda mused “I don’t know… but do I feel
pretty boss right now.”

Clockwise from top – The class breaks into informal groups to learn how to make
cables; Ahmad Khairullah tests Julio Lora’s straight-through cable; Samer Alqarelleh
demonstrates how to use crimpers while Rizwan Chowdhury checks for all his fingers;
Ahnaf Ahmed takes pointers from Mujaheda Hussain.

Army Strong
On Friday December 12th, Army recruiters visited Mr. Kelley’s Marketing classes to
answer questions regarding the military as an option after graduation. This small
setting for the Army recruiters to answer questions made the seniors comfortable to ask
questions and not be shy about the numerous questions they have about the military.
Many benefits and difficulties of military life were discussed.

Effects of Light on Plants
Ms. Beres class conducted a lab to show the effects of light on plants processing
photosynthesis and proof that plants use carbon dioxide to create oxygen. The
bromothymol blue turns yellow when carbon dioxide is present. The students blew into
it with a straw to turn it yellow. The plant was then placed inside the jar to preform
photosynthesis. The carbon dioxide in the water was taken out and turned into oxygen
turning the solution back to blue. The plant in the aluminum foil did not perform
photosynthesis due to lack of sunlight so the solution stayed yellow. The plant was then
placed inside the jar to perform photosynthesis.

Coat Drive

The National Honor Society’s coat drive concluded this week. They collected close to
100 coats, and they will be distributed to needy people on Friday at the Father English
Center in Paterson where the homeless come for lunch.

Spirit Week
Student Council is sponsoring Spirit Week next week in preparation for the winter
athletic season. Each day will be a theme day for school attire: Monday is Hat Day,
Tuesday is Professional Day, Wednesday is Class Color Day ( Freshmen – White;
Sophomores – Blue, Juniors – Pink; Seniors – Black; Faculty – Red), Thursday is Crazy
Sock Day, and ending with Falcon Friday. The week will also culminate with a Pep
Rally.
Sports
The winter sports season begins next week with Boys’ Basketball hosting Rutherford on
Thursday and Girls’ basketball travelling to Rutherford on Thursday.

