Economic Geography Study Guide: Agriculture

1. Boserup’s basic thesis with respect to population growth in cultures that practiced subsistence agriculture was that population increase would be accompanied by an increase in how intensely land would be used. 
2. When comparing the Koppen Climate Regions Map with the Whittlessey Agricultural Regions Map one can conclude that there is a direct relationship between the patterns on both maps. 
3. Plantation agriculture doesn’t exist in North America anymore. 
4. Farms are located close to urban centers is the best reason why market gardening farms grow highly perishable fruits and vegetables

5. Market gardening takes place in 

· New Jersey and Delaware. 

· parts of Florida. 

· the west coast of Michigan. 

· the Central Valley of California. 

6. The technical definition of horticulture includes the cultivation of flowers, fruits, and vegetables. 
7. Important large-scale commercial wheat producing countries in the world include: The US, Argentina, Australia, Ukraine

8. Suitcase farms are most associated most with grain farming. 
9. British Columbia in Canada is most productive for timber 

10. Primogeniture is the right, by law or custom, of the firstborn to inherit the entire estate, to the exclusion of younger siblings (not associated with shifting cultivation)
11. Major wheat producing states include: Montana, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska and North Dakota
12. The modern definition of agriculture includes the deliberate domestication of plants and animals. 
13. Agriculture is associated with the primary sector of the economy. 
14. The most practiced economic activity in the world is intensive subsistence agriculture. 
15. Shifting cultivation is still practiced in many parts of South America. 
16. Societies practicing shifting cultivation only farm the same plot of land for one to two years Tropical soils are nutrient poor. 
17. Pastoral nomadism still a dominant way of life in many parts of Central Asia. 
18. Pastoral nomads predominate in semi-arid deserts and deserts. 

19. Characteristics of pastoral nomads is that they only consume animal products and animal by-products. 
20. Herders who seasonally move their animals between mountain pastures and lowland valleys practice transhumance.  

21. Nomadism is a threatened way of life because 

· of competition for resources. 

· the nomads often cross international borders. 

· it is not an economically viable livelihood. 

· increased population pressures. 

22. Livestock ranching and pastoral nomadism both exist in environments too harsh for crop production. 
23. The second agricultural revolution coincided with the Industrial Revolution. 
24. Pastoral nomads potentially contribute to desertification by overgrazing. 
25. Double cropping: Agricultural technique allows subsistence farmers in tropical and sub-tropical areas to support a large population with a small amount of arable land  

26. Examples of extensive subsistence agriculture are Slash and burn agriculture and nomadic herding. 
27. Extensive subsistence agriculture predominates in semi-arid deserts. 
28. The agricultural practice most commonly associated with intensive subsistence agriculture is paddy rice farming. 
29. Technology essential for intensive subsistence agriculture is irrigation. 
30. Strategies used to increase the supply of food for a country could include 

· putting more land into production. 

· increasing the yield of land under cultivation. 

· identifying new food sources.  

· increasing food imports. 

31. Dairy operations locate on the suburban fringe of metropolitan areas because access to market is greater.
32. In subsistence agriculture is there is little relationship to other businesses. 
33. The primary purpose of commercial agriculture is to make a profit. 
34. The percentage of the labor force in the United States that works directly in agriculture is 2-5%. 
35. The major difference between subsistence and commercial agriculture is 

· where the product is consumed. 

· that commercial agriculture is primarily focused on profit. 

· that land ownership in subsistence agricultural communities is often communal. 

· that in subsistence agriculture the motivation is to feed one’s family. 

36. Subsistence agriculture dominates in less developed countries. 
37. Growing only enough food to feed your family is an example of subsistence agriculture. 
38. Truck farming is a type of commercial farming

39. Humans survived prior to the invention of agriculture by engaging in hunting and gathering. 
40. Statements that are most accurate concerning the invention of agriculture is the process was gradual and there were multiple hearths throughout the world. 

41. Southwest Asia is the first area of the world to incorporate domestication of both plants and animals. 
42. The advantage of domesticating animals:

· Animals provided meat. 

· Animals provided milk. 

· Animals provided furs and skins. 

· Animals were beasts of burden. 

43. Carl Sauer, a famous cultural geographer theorized that the invention of agriculture took place in multiple hearths 

44. Europe did not contain an agricultural hearth. 

45. Agricultural first diffused to Europe from Southwest Asia. 
46. The biotechnical agricultural revolution is best characterized by the incorporation of genetically modified crops. 
47. the second agricultural revolution improve agricultural production:

· The four-field system increased yields and soil fertility. 

· New technologies such as the drill press increased production. 

· The Enclosure Movement encouraged the use of machinery. 

· Advances in breeding livestock increased production of meat and dairy. 

48. Distance to the market best explains why a piece of land is used intensively or extensively for agriculture 

49. Typifies extensive commercial agriculture are Wheat and grain farming and Livestock ranching. 

50. Paddy rice farming is an example of intensive subsistence agriculture.
51. Dairy farmers locate near urban areas because it is expensive to transport product to market and milk has a limited shelf-life. 
52. Dairy farmers specialize in other products rather than fresh milk because they are located outside the milkshed. 
53. The most widely produced grains in the world are wheat, rice, and maize. 
54. Most cereal grains produced in the United States are fed to livestock. 
55. These accounts for dramatic increased yields of wheat 

· Increased use of machinery. 

· Increased use of pesticides. 

· Increased use of fertilizers. 

· Development of improved seed varieties. 

56. Grain produced in the United States is not used for being consumed predominately by local communities throughout the Midwest. 
57. The country that produces the most maize in the world is United States. 
58. The area in Canada most associated with grain farming is the Prairie Provinces. 
59. Pastoral nomads and livestock ranchers both operate most efficiently in similar climates. 
60. Many feed fattening farms (feedlots) have located in the southeast and west of the United States because of proximity to growing markets in the south and west less severe weather. 

61. advantages that cattle feedlots have over traditional methods of livestock ranching:

· Feedlots combine a number of steps in the meat packing industry in one location. 

· Feedlots are more efficient at adding weight to cattle. 

· Feedlots reduce transportation costs of cattle prior to being slaughtered. 

· Feedlots reduce transportation costs of the finished product. 
62. Mediterranean agricultural products are grown in 

· Chile. 

· the Central Valley of California. 

· southern Spain. 

· North Africa. 

63. Mediterranean agriculture products include 

· grapes. 

· olives. 

· dates. 

· lemons. 

64. The two most important crops grown in the Mediterranean region are grapes and olives. 
65. In Mediterranean agriculture farmers derive most of their income from fruits and vegetables. 
66. Even though climatic conditions are suitable for wine production in North Africa and Southwest Asia, There is not a cultural tradition of consuming wine in these regions because of Islam.
67. Market gardening farms are located close to large urban areas because 

· expensive land costs force farmers to grow crops with a higher profit margin.  

· of the highly perishable nature of their crops. 

· transport costs are high due to special handling requirements. 

· farmers need large amounts of capital for specialized machinery. 

68. Due to increased interregional migration, an increasing percent of vegetables in China are being produced in urban plots. 
69. Another name for truck farming is 

· specialty farming. 

· market gardening. 

· commercial gardening and fruit farming. 

· intensive commercial agriculture. 

70. Commercial agriculture practiced in the tropics and subtropics is called plantation agriculture. 

71. These crops are often grown on plantations in the tropics and sub-tropics. 

· Sugarcane. 

· Palm oil. 

· Cocoa. 

· Tea. 

72. Most plantation operations are found in 

· Latin America. 

· Sub-Saharan Africa. 

· Southeast Asia. 

· South Asia. 

73. In upland areas where plantation agriculture is present, Tea and coffee are the most common crops grown.

74. Legal crops such as coffee, tea, and tobacco grown on plantations in the tropics for export to More Developed Countries (MDCs) are commonly referred to as luxury crops. 
75. According to the Von Thunen model, a commercial farmer when deciding what crops to plant considers Transportation costs and Cost of land.
76. According to the von Thunen model, Grazing would be located in the outer most concentric ring 

77. von Thunen include a forestry ring in his model of agricultural land use because Wood was used for construction purposes and heating and Wood is heavy and therefore expensive to transport. 

78. According to the von Thunen model, the first ring is used for dairy. 
79. Von Thunen’s agricultural land use model assumes 

· there is a flat isotopic plane. 

· there are uniform soils across the landscape. 

· there are no physical features present, such as rivers or mountains. 

· all goods use the same form of transportation. 

80. Today circular rural settlements are most commonly associated with Sub-Saharan Africa. 
81. The region of the world that benefited the least from the Green Revolution was Sub-Saharan Africa. 
82. the following are negative consequences of the Green Revolution in India 

· It increased environmental damage due to the increased use of chemical pesticides and fertilizers. 

· It increased interregional migration. 

· It increased the gap between wealthy and poor farmers. 

83. Even though post World War II population growth rates hit record numbers, the factor(s) prevented Malthus’s predictions from becoming a reality in Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 

· The Green Revolution doubled and tripled crop yields in many developing countries. 

· Massive relief on the part of the United States prevented worldwide famine. 

· Technological advancements increased yields throughout the world. 

· High yield varieties (HYVs) increased yields in many parts of the world. 

84. This type of business practice significantly reduces the commodity chain for an agricultural product such as coffee or tea Fair trade movement. 
85. Agribusiness: The trend whereby large corporations buy and control many different steps in a food-processing industry 

86. The two most widely used and distributed Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) crops are soybeans and corn. 
87. Many countries in Europe and Africa are reluctant to import Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) produced foods from the United States because 

· they could severely alter local agricultural economies. 

· they could possibly crossbreed with domestic varieties. 

· they would cause economic dependence on US corporations. 

· they are considered less nutritious. 

88. Monoculture: Growing or raising a single specialty crop on large tracts of land. 
89. In recent years Livestock ranching has been most responsible for deforestation of the rain forest in parts of Central and South America

90. Intensive subsistence and Organic truck farming could be deemed sustainable 

91. The goal(s) of sustainable agriculture is to 

· reduce pesticide and fertilizer usage.  

· help preserve the social fabric of rural communities. 

· preserve the long-term productivity of the land. 

· return to a better system of integrating crops and livestock. 

92. The production and harvesting of fish and shell fish in sectioned off coves and land-based ponds is technically referred to as acquaculture. 
93. On a global scale most organic products are sold in North America and Europe. 

94. Forms of farm subsidies does not include farmers growing specialty crops. 
95. Hog production is nearly nonexistent in Southwest Asia and North Africa because cultural taboos exist on eating pork. 
96. In the last twenty years the region of the world that has experienced a decline in food production compared to population growth is Sub-Saharan Africa. 
97. Prior to the industrialization of agriculture and the trend towards monocrops, most farms in the upper Midwest were mixed crop and livestock. 

98. The European Union refuses to purchase corn and soybeans from the United States because they are opposed to GMO crops. 

99. All of the following are benefits of purchasing locally produced foods don not include that the prices are lower. 
100. The major reason why intensive subsistence farmers do not grow rice is because of the climate. 
Economic Development Study Guide
The following best describes the Kuznet’s curve related to development and pollution. As a country’s economy industrializes, pollution will increase but as the population gets wealthier pollution will eventually decline. 
Based on impact studies by climatologists and geographers the following is a likely impact of global warming: 

· Decreasing ice in the Arctic. 

· Rising sea levels.  

· Low elevation coastal areas will have increased likelihood of flooding and loss of land. 

· Increasing intensity of tropical storms. 

To insure that a higher percentage of the profit in international trade goes to the producers in less developed countries describes the purpose of the Fair Trade movement.

The Fair Trade movement attempts to reduce the commodity chain which gives the producer a better price for their product.
The following factors help explain why steel manufacturing facilities in the United States have increasingly been located in a coastal city location

· The decreasing cost of transporting iron ore. 

· Scrap metal is widely available in city locales. 

· A large demand for steel exists in large coastal cities around the world. 

· Cheap sources of iron ore from foreign countries.  

A peasant in rural China is most likely employed in this sector of the economy Primary. 
Primary 10%, secondary 30%, tertiary 60% (% of workforce engaged in each sector) would be an example of  a postindustrial country 

On a global scale, most people work in this sector. Primary. 
This economic sector is least likely to occur in the core area of a country. Primary. 
The percent of people working in agriculture is declining and the productivity of farming is increasing best describes the overall global trend in agriculture.

Many United States high tech companies have been outsourcing many of their technical support and other tertiary jobs to which countries. India 
The following is typically a characteristic of Least Developed Countries (LDCs): 

· Extreme disparities in income exist between rich and poor. 

· An increasing percentage of the population living in cities. 

· Large portions of the population engaged in agricultural activity. 

· The standard of living has generally been rising. 

This is an economic system with relatively simple technology on which people produce most or all of the goods to satisfy their family’s needs. Subsistence 

This region gets the highest percentage of its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) from agriculture. Central Africa.  

This region has the highest concentration of a subsistent economic system. Central Africa.  

This region accounted for nearly 80% of the industrial output of the early 1800s Industrial Revolution. Western Europe.
During the 1800s Industrial Revolution, this was the most important fuel source for manufacturing. Coal.  

All of the following descriptions explain in part the diffusion of the Industrial Revolution 

· Hierarchical diffusion - The British Empire spread industrial concepts throughout many world cities and regions.

· Contagious diffusion – manufacturing ideas and concepts spread from England to nearby European countries. 

· Stimulus diffusion – Many American and European companies modified ideas and concepts from England and created new ways of manufacturing. 

· Diffused to areas with common locational factors including the availability of coal, access to a water port, proximity to a labor supply and available capital. 

The following countries are major producers of steel.

China. 

Japan. 

United States. 

South Korea. 

A large pool of skilled labor and quick delivery to large markets best explains why many companies continue to locate factories in traditional manufacturing regions like the northeast United States and Western Europe. 

A Textile plant is most likely to outsource jobs to another country because of slight increases in labor costs. 

Relatively less expensive site costs and quick delivery to large markets best explains why automobile manufacturing and assembly plants continue to locate in the interior United States. 

These factors explain why automobile manufacturing and assembly plants continue to close or relocate facilities in the northern United States.

· Lower labor costs in other U.S. regions. 

· Cars are increasingly made with plastic and aluminum materials, which changes the optimal location of assembly plants.

· The United States population center continues to migrate south and west thereby increasing the transportation costs of production in the north.  

· Increasing competition from international companies locating plants in the United States.

The industrialization of a country’s economy often has the following large- scale effects on a country’s demographic patterns.  Mechanized farming replaces many labor-intensive jobs, inducing people to move to new industrial and urban areas.  Over time, the country’s birth rate decreases as the country industrializes. 
Prior to the Industrial Revolution, Individual families produced goods by hand or on individual spinning wheels best describes manufacturing 

These descriptions provide an accurate image of Fordism: 

· Post-Fordist workers often work on equal terms and conditions with managers. 

· Fordist production requires mainly low skill labor. 

· Post-Fordist production plants often produce a greater variety of goods that meet the needs of niche markets. 

· Fordist production workers often perform a specific specialized task over and over on the line. 

Southwest Asia has the largest percent of the world’s petroleum reserves.

Computer technical support jobs are increasingly being outsourced to India, because of improvements in telecommunication technology.  An example of Space-time compression
The region that has the highest percentage of women serving as elected officials is Scandinavia. 
According to Wallerstein’s world-systems analysis,  there will an evolution towards multiple cores that exchange goods, services and resources.
Modernization advocates that countries proceed through progressive stages of economic structural change. Less developed countries should follow the path that Western Europe and North America took during the Industrial Revolution.

Dependency development schools of thought advocates that the dynamic between highly developed and developing countries, permanently keeps less developed countries at an economic disadvantage

This development school of thought advocates the best strategies for development are the use of micro loans for women and the poor, small-scale community based projects, and resource conservation. Sustainable Development. 
This development school of thought followed by the Chinese in the 1980’s advocates that counties who wish to improve their economy should privatize industries, encourage foreign investment and move towards free trade. Neoliberal Counterrevolution. 
This industry would most likely be market oriented. Windshields.  

This industry would most likely be resource oriented. Paper production. 
Weber’s least cost location theory uses these factors to determine optimum location of a manufacturing facility 

labor cost. 

transportation cost. 

agglomeration effects. 

relative location of resources and markets. 

Railroad would be most effective in delivering coal from a mine in Casper, Wyoming to a plant creating electricity in Houston, Texas. 

The most important transportation improvement of the late 20th and early 21st century impacting international trade is improvements in intermodal containerization.  

Copper mining is an example of a bulk reducing industry. 

Automobile assembly is an example of a bulk gaining industry.

Based on classical optimal location theory, the lowest cost location in the bulk gaining industry of soft-drink bottling is that water and glass are plentiful but heavy so production should be relatively close to the market in order to reduce transportation costs. 
In the context of industrial location, the unique characteristics of a location including the factors of labor, capital and land, best describes the concept of site.

In the context of industrial location, this the location of an industry in relation to resources used in production and the distance from its market, best describes the concept of situation.

Changes in transportation, manufacturing techniques and markets have changed situational considerations in the 21st century is most true today relating to the situational factors of business:

A clustering of rubber tire and windshield producers near automobile assembly plants is best explained by the benefits of agglomeration.  

This development strategy would be consistent with Rostow’s preconditions for take-off stage build hydroelectric dam and roads. 
Self-Sufficiency encourages countries to spread its investments equally across all sectors of its economy and regions and encourages high tariffs and measures to protect new emerging industries.  The main goal is to reduce poverty.  

The Human Development Index (HDI) was derived to create a method of measuring development that attempts to include social and economic elements.  

Sub-Saharan Africa has the lowest overall Human Development Index (HDI) ranking.

In general Latin America has the highest overall Human Development Index (HDI) ranking than sub sahara and a lower ranking than Western Europe.
The following demographic characteristics of development would be typical of a less developed country in 2012

· Life expectancy of only 60 years. 

· Natural increase of less than 2%. 

· Twenty-five percent of the population below age 15. 

· High infant mortality rate of 57 deaths per 1000 births. 

According to the Human Development Index (HDI) the following would be considered a social measurement of development Literacy rate. 

The Great Big Tennis Shoe Company makes its shoes with leather from a company in Argentina, the shoelaces and thread come from companies in the United States, and the rubber for the soles from Indonesia.  The shoes are assembled in factories in China and the shoes are ultimately sold in Europe and the United States.  All of the following factors help explain why this global assembly line process occurs 
· improvements in data communication. 

· relatively low transportation costs due to containerization. 

· relatively low labor costs in different regions of the world. 

· the durability of the good being processed. 

The North/South split of development as shown by the Brandt line generally asserts that northern countries are wealthier than southern countries.  

East Asia had the largest increases in GDP per capita in the late 20th and early 21st century. 

Dubai became a center for capital, banking and international trade during the late 20th and early 21st century.

Growth pole is a term for places of economic activity deliberately organized around one or more high growth industries.

The Human Development Index (HDI) uses four statistical measurements. the following lists are statistics used to measure the HDI. Per capita Gross Domestic Product (GDP), life expectancy, literacy rate, and average years of education. 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).The value of all goods and service produced within a country in a given year.
Gross National Product (GNP): The value of all goods and service that the citizens of a county produced in a given year regardless of where they live. 

Backwash effects: When economic development within a country occurs not all regions of a country or region will benefit equally; in fact some regions may be negatively affected by another region’s development.  the following terms best describes this negative situation. 

Rostow’s economic development model indicates that before high level economic development can occur, countries must pass through predictable and sequential stages. 
High Mass Consumption is the last stage of development of Rostow’s model.

The textile industry in the United States has been more susceptible to out-sourcing than has the automobile assembly industry for the following reasons auto assembly is more of a market-oriented industry, textiles are cheaper to transport than cars, and low cost, low skill labor is often available overseas.  
Just-in-time manufacturing has had the following impacts on the locational factors of production reinforces agglomeration of related industries. 
Just-in-time production is most associated with flexible production. 
Most of the products that are produced in Maquiladoras are mainly sent to consumers in the United States. 
Maquiladoras provide duty-free production in a low wage country.  

Export-Processing Zone (EPZ) is the term for small areas within a country that are granted favorable investment and trading conditions in order to attract industries.

Ecotourism creates an environmentally-friendly tourist destination in an attempt to maintain the unique qualities of the region.
The rise of China economically has lowered the price of consumer goods on a global scale. 
The process of producing parts or products in a foreign country for domestic use or sale is known as outsourcing. 
The concept of outsourcing is fundamentally based on comparative advantage.  

All of the following are advantages of outsourcing:

· it can take advantage of low cost overseas labor. 

· it creates competitive market for parts and supplies. 

· it provides more flexibility for companies. 

· some countries have less restrictive environmental codes and regulations. 

Ecotourism is closely associated with sustainable development. 
To finance development, many countries have accumulated large foreign debts relative to their gross domestic product (GDP).  As a result, large percentages of their national budgets must be used to repay loans. Sub-Saharan Africa had the highest debt to GDP ratios in 2012.

The main purpose of alliances such as North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), European Union (EU) and Caribbean Community (CARICOM) is to create common policies for member states that lead to lowering the cost of trade within the alliance. 
Rostow’s model of economic development:  Countries will proceed through a series of stages in which a country focuses on the development of industries in which it has a comparative advantage. 
Drawbacks to the self-sufficiency model of development: 
it creates a large government bureaucracy. 

· it stifles competition. 

· it protects inefficient industries. 

· it increases the price of goods for consumers. 

Critiques of globalization processes would agree with all the following statements: 

· Globalization has intensified the difference in income between the core and periphery countries. 

· Globalization has lead to a homogenized consumer market for many parts of the world. 

· The effects of globalization could have a destabilizing effect upon the governments of many countries. 

· Globalization often creates tension between the interests of transnational corporations and local communities. .
The overall purpose of micro loan development strategy is to provide small-scale loans to individuals to create sustainable start up industries in less developed regions. 
The gender empowerment index (GEM) attempts to measure the influence of women in a society by indexing woman’s income, participation in labor force, professional jobs and political influence.  The Middle East scored the lowest on the GEM index in 2012. 

As mandated by the United Nations (UN) international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can serve all of the following criteria:

· have a clear mission statement consistent with the United Nations goals and objectives. 

· provide a variety of services and humanitarian aid to a country’s people. 

· bring citizens’ concerns to the government or UN. 

· provide funding and expertise to local development projects. 
Informal sector of the economy: activities that are not regulated or taxed by governments Natural resources generally fall into renewable and nonrenewable categories.
All of the following are renewable natural resources of energy:

· wind power. 

· solar power. 

· hydroelectric power. 

The United States imports most of its petroleum from Mexico and Canada.  
Most electricity in the United States is produced from the burning of coal. 
France relies the most on nuclear power for electricity generation.
The Gender Development Index (GDI) is the highest for women in Scandinavia.  

Sustainable development: Development that doesn’t take away from future generations’ ability to provide for themselves is called 
The following are part of the United Nations’ (UNs’) Millennium development goals:

· gender equality.

· universal education. 

· environmental sustainability. 

· end poverty and hunger. 

Loss of local ownership of companies, loss of control of local affairs, and change in culture are all potential negative impacts of globalization.  

The government employee is least likely to be classified as part of the informal economy.
Advocates of globalization processes would agree with the following statements:

· The new international division of labor has lowered production costs thereby reducing the cost of goods to consumers. 

· The globalization of finance has increased the amount of capital available for projects around the world. 

· Globalization has induced a new technology system of robotics, biotechnology and information systems. 

· Not all people in a country benefit equally from globalization, but countries that engage in the global economy are better off than those that don’t. 
Using a global scale, the following regions would be considered a major manufacturing region during the 20th century 

· Eastern China. 

· Northeast United States. 

· Western Europe. 

· Eastern Europe. 

Workers in the South are less likely to join a union helps to explain why automobile manufacturing facilities are being built in the Southern United States as opposed to the traditional locations of Michigan and other states in the Midwest. 

This city is the highest order financial center. London. 
The following are locational tendencies of high tech industries 

· Proximity to a major university. 

· Access to venture capital and entrepreneurs. 

· Areas with high quality of life reputations. 

· Availability of high quality communication and transportation facilities. 
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