
The World Around 500 C.E. 

Dcve!opmenrs in many pans of the world by 500 C.E. 

produced three major themes for world history in 
subseq uent centuries. First, and particularly in the 
centers of classical civilization, there was a response 
to the coUapse of classical forms. Societies in China, 
India, and around the Mediterranean faced the task 
of reviving or reworking their key institutions and val ­
ues after internal decline and external invasion. Sec­
ond, in these areas but also in other parts of Africa, 
Europe, and Asia, was the need to react [() me new 
religious map that was rak.ing shape, to integrate new 
religious instiLutions and values into established civi­
lizations or, as in northern Europe, to use them as the 
basis for a civilization that had previously been lack­
ing. Finally, increased skill in agriculture and the ere· 

arion of early civilizalJons or new cOl1tacts- - like the 
Japanese import of wnting~prepared pans of 
Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas for !leW devel ­
opments in the centuries to come. The centers of 
classical civi.Lization would sti.ll hold a dominant posi ­
tion in world history after 500 C.E., but their monop­
oly would be increasi.ngly challenged by the spread of 
civilization to other areas. 

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS: The late 
. Classical Period and the World 

During most of the class ical period, key develop­
ments often focused within ci vil izations. We have 
seen that there were wider contacts. Each civ iliza tion 
radiated trade and other influences to a larger rcgion; 
thus India had contacts with other parts of south­
southeast Asia, and China with Korea and Vietnam. 
Trade along me silk roads through central Asia, con ­
ducted mainl y by nomadic merchants, was another 
key connection. 

As the classical civi.lizations began to tail , contacts 
in some ways accelerated~but they also encountered 
new difficulties. Overland navel between China and 
Rome became more dangerous, because government 
protection faltered in both empires. This placed a 
new premium on using shipping connections, partic ­
ularly in the fndian Ocean. On the other hand, 
traders, missionaries, and of course nomadic invaders 
began to reach out ill new ways, as borders became 
more porous. The end of the classical period thus wit­
nessed important new cultural exchanges across 
regions. These included the spread of Buddhism fi-om 
India to China and to other parts of east Asia, and the 
spread of Christianity beyond the Roman Empire 
intO parts of northeast Africa and into Armenia. 
These developments set nnv bascs for connections 
among various societies in Afro·Eurasia 


