English 3-4 Accelerated: Metaphysical Poetry Essay Prompts
Choose one of the following and write a thorough, detailed, and complex essay:
1. Analyze Donne’s view of love—physical, romantic, spiritual, religious. How does his view compare to that of the Elizabethan poets?
2. Evaluate Donne’s position on death. Is his perception of the end of life non-traditional? Does he succeed in “killing” death?
3. Discuss Donne’s view of God. How does he articulate the human relationship to the divine? Does he act as spokesperson for humanity and the human condition?
4. Evaluate Donne’s argument in “Meditation 17”: Do you agree that “no man is an island, entire unto himself” and that we should “never ask for whom the bells tolls” because it tolls for us? Note: this is still an interpretive, not a persuasive essay.

Caveat: As with all essays, this is a major assignment. No outside sources should be consulted in this writing of this mini-essay. Please use only your own notes and assignments done in class and for homework to help prepare for this essay. You may have your annotated packets and an outline (see below) in class.  
This essay will be written in class on March 8th and is worth 50 points. 

Outline

You may prepare a one-page (single-sided) outline for this paper that includes your thesis statement, topic sentences, and textual support. It should follow the following format:

I. Thesis Statement: 

II. Topic Sentence 1:

A. Quote 1:
B. Quote 2:
III. Topic Sentence 2:

A.  Quote 1:
B. Quote 2:
IV. Topic Sentence 3: 

A.  Quote 1:
B. Quote 2:
V. Conclusion

