AP Physics...the final days
General Info / Reminders:
1. 
The AP Physics B exam is structured like this:


(a) 70 multiple choice questions in 90 minutes. Each question is worth 1.286 points (that is, 90/70), and they usually start with kinematics and dynamics questions, but are more or less random in content after that. 


(b) 6 or 7 free response questions in 90 minutes, some of which are worth 10 points and others worth 15 points. 


(c) The test is designed to score one point per minute on average. Thus, you should plan on spending on average a little over a minute on each multiple choice question, ten minutes on a 10 point problem, and fifteen minutes on a 15 point problem. 


(d) If you can average a raw score of about 60% on the multiple choice and free response portions of the exam, you’re on track to score a 5 on the exam. A raw score of about 45% may earn a 4, and 30% or so may earn a 3. 

2. 
Read through all of the multiple choice questions first, answering the ones you can quickly answer first, skipping those you need to come back to. Then go back and work out the questions which are more difficult for you. 

3. 
There is a penalty for random guessing, so if you can narrow the answer to a question to 3 reasonable choices (that is, eliminating at least two answers), then go ahead and guess. If you have no idea what the question is asking for, skip it. 

4. 
As a general rule, don’t skip more than about 15 questions out of 70. 

5. 
Eliminate questions that contain equations in which the units are not correct (like F = mv2). If the question is asking for force, for example, and the equation in the answer gives you units for energy, you can eliminate that answer. 

6. 
If two answers are close in wording, but contain opposite ideas, there is a reasonable chance that one of them is correct. By the same token, if two answers mean basically the same thing, they cannot both be correct, and you can eliminate them. 

7. 
Predict the answer before reading the answer choices so you aren’t tempted by wrong answers. 

8. 
On the free response portion of the exam, read all of the questions and work the ones you’re most comfortable with first. The first question on the exam may not be the easiest one. 

9. 
Show enough work on each part to earn partial credit if you get the answer wrong. Even if a question calls for a one-word answer (like yes or no), write a few words about how you arrived at the answer. For example, “The current is clockwise by Lenz’s law” instead of just “clockwise” may get one extra point if “clockwise” is the wrong answer. 

10. If you’re not sure how to answer part of a free response question, at least write down a law or equation that you know is relevant (like “conservation of energy” or “Fnet = ma”). Often you’ll be given a point or two just for stating a relevant law. 

11. If you don’t know how to work part (a) in a problem, but need the answer to part (a) in part (b), make up an answer to part (a) and use it consistently throughout the rest of the problem. You will be given full credit for later parts even though part (a) is not correct.

12.
You’re goal throughout the test should be to earn points, not worry about how many points you are losing. You don’t have to ace the test to get a good score since the grades are curved. Try not to get frustrated or discouraged while taking the test. Thousands of students around the world are frustrated and discouraged on test day, and it’s very likely that you are doing much better than you think you are. 

13.
Don’t just try to compute answers, think!

List of Review Packets

· One-Dimensional Kinematics

· 2D Kinematics (Projectile Motion)

· Forces and Motion

· Work and Energy

· Momentum and Impulse

· Simple Harmonic Motion

· Circular Motion

· Waves and Sound
· Reflection and Mirrors
· Refraction and Lenses
· Atomic and Nuclear Packet (3 in one!)
· Thermodynamics

· Fluids

· Electric Charge, Current, etc

· Magnetism

· Miscellaneous Practice Probs 
250 Point Homework Packet will consist of completion of ALL of the above review packets (examples, Review Questions, and Free Response) as well as any addition practice problems given during class.  Be sure to show all work!!

More Reminders...
TEST DAY:  Monday, May 11th 2009 (afternoon session)
We will be meeting in 16-1 at 8am for breakfast and a Final Review before the AP Exam.  
Bring with you multiple pencils, erasers, your CALCULATOR!, and your Review Material.  Wear your SHIRTS!

Just imagine how far we’ve come since September 4th…if I would have told you back then that you’d learn ALL that we’ve done, you wouldn’t have believed it.  May the FORCE be with you!!!  (and if it’s not, who cares…we’re going to Yosemite!)
Wilson!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

