Last Extra-Credit Opportunity: 25 points
Letter to Mr. Bermudez
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The last year has been as much a learning experience for me as it has been for you.  I probably learned more from you than you from me.  Congratulations to all of you for nearing the end of your junior year, the hardest academic year of your high school tenure.  You are well on your way to becoming adults.  Thank you for the lessons, the moments of fun we had together, and the memories I will hold onto dearly for the rest of my life. 
A lot of student teachers in my program have asked their students to fill out a survey or final evaluation for their classes.  I personally find surveys limiting and would much rather read your honest thoughts in complete sentences and a letter format.  For this final extra-credit assignment, I want you to write me a letter.  In this letter I want you to think back on the long and great year we have had together.  Reflecting and improving upon my teaching is very important to me.  I take teaching very seriously and really want to service my future students to the best of my ability.  I also want you to reflect upon your performance in the class as well.  Thus, in this letter (letter format), please think and write about the things you enjoyed, the things you learned, and my overall teaching this year.  Please take this assignment seriously and read the directions below.  
Directions:  You will write a half of a page (typed and single spaced), 3 paragraph letter addressed to me (Mr. Bermudez your student teacher).  Each paragraph should consist of at least 5 to 7 well written sentences (none of those 4 to 5 word sentences if you want full credit). 
Paragraph 1:  Write about aspects of the class in addition to a specific activity, assignment, or piece of literature that you enjoyed.  Tell me what you liked about the class, why you enjoyed this particular piece, and what it was about it that was pleasurable or memorable to you. 
Paragraph 2:  In this paragraph I want you to write about things that you learned this year, places in which you improved as a student, and aspects which you still need to improve upon.  For example, some of you finally learned to quote more efficiently, cite correctly, and some of you became better writers throughout this year.  Others might still need to improve in those areas.  Think about yourselves in this paragraph. 
Paragraph 3:  In the final paragraph of your letter I want you to reflect on my teaching.  Tell me about things I did/do well and about the areas in which I need improvement.  What things did I make simpler and what things did I complicate? What moments facilitated your understanding of the materials?  Tell me how group work, group projects, and the pairing worked for you.   Did you feel that they way in which I approached readings (Gatsby, Huck Finn, Emily Dickinson, and other works) was effective?  Please be honest.  As I mentioned before, I take teaching very seriously, did not get into the profession for money, and of course want to improve for my future students.  

