Progressivism- movement by Americans to make government more responsive to what people want (not businesses) and correct problems in American society (work conditions, poverty, equality)

4 Goals

1) Protect Social Welfare- “Social Gospel” said people should try to help the less fortunate

*Fix poverty

*Fix problems with industrialization

(Low pay, dangerous conditions, child labor)

2) Promote Moral Reform- improve people’s lives by changing negative lifestyles (alcoholism)

*Prohibition- movement to criminalize (make illegal) alcohol

3) Create economic reform

*End “Laissez-Faire”- idea that gov. should not regulate or interfere with business 

*Supported “Socialism”- idea that everything in society should be shared equally (pay, power, etc.)

*Muckrakers- journalists who exposed corrupt business’ and political machines

4) Efficiency- make work tasks easier and simpler

*Increased the amount of goods produced which lower the price for consumers

Example- assembly line at Ford (each worker had one task when assembling a car while the cars moved at a steady pace

