English 1-2 CP: “The Scarlet Ibis” Questions—14 points
1. “The Scarlet Ibis” takes place in the American South, and the climax of the story is in 1918, the year WWI ended. There are references in the story to battles being fought in France, but the story is not about the wider war. What battle is it about? Why is it effective that WWI be part of the backdrop to the story?

2. What do we know about the narrator of the story? What details at the start of the story tell us that the events he is about to relate took place many years ago?

3. There is both an external and internal conflict within this story. Describe both.

4. What do the narrator’s actions and thoughts reveal about his character? Is he jealous? Loving? Cruel? Cite passages from the story that support your answer.

5. The author accumulates the omens of doom in Doodle’s last summer. What are some of these bad omens, and what do they suggest about Doodle’s fate?

6. Why does Doodle die? To what extent do you think his brother is responsible for his death? By the end of the story whom do you feel sorrier for?

7. The theme of this story reveals a truth about the effects of love and pride. In one sentence or more, state what you think is the theme of the story. There are passages in this story in which the narrator or Doodle comes very close to expressing directly the message of this story. See if you can find at least two such passages.
