Robert Frost “Stopping By Woods On A Snowy Evening” 

1. What images does the poem create and what









   connotations do words like “woods,” “snow,” 
Whose woods these are I think I know.



    “dark,” and “miles” have?
His house is in the village though;




2. When the speaker says he has miles to before
He will not see me stopping here




   he sleeps what is he probably thinking of? What 
To watch his woods fill up with snow.



   metaphorical sleep might he refer to?

My little horse must think it queer
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3. The big question set up the by the poem is what 
To stop without a farmhouse near




   those lovely, dark, and deep woods symbolize
Between the woods and frozen lake




   to the traveler. What do you think? What has
The darkest evening of the year.




   the speaker said no to in passing them by? 

He gives his harness bells a shake




4. Whatever the woods stand for, what has the
To ask if there is some mistake.
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    speaker said yes to in deciding to go on? How
The only other sound's the sweep




    has he resolved his conflict? 
Of easy wind and downy flake.






The woods are lovely, dark and deep.




5.  How do the structure/style of the poem
But I have promises to keep,





     and also the mood function?
And miles to go before I sleep,

15
And miles to go before I sleep. 

1923

Robert Frost “For Once, Then, Something”



1. What religious imagery is in the poem and how 









    does it function? 
Others taunt me with having knelt at well-curbs


2. What insight does the poem give about a 
Always wrong to the light, so never seeing



    frame of reference, and a sense of SELF?
Deeper down in the well than where the water


3. What is the tone of the speaker and what is the
Gives me back in a shining surface picture



   mood of the poem towards the end? Analyze
My myself in the summer heaven, godlike


5                diction/connotation to support your answers.
Looking out of a wreath of fern and cloud puffs.


 4. What theme does the poem create about the    
Once, when trying with chin against a well-curb,


      Modernist notions of TRUTH?
I discerned, as I thought, beyond the picture,
Through the picture, a something white, uncertain,
Something more of the depths-and then I lost it.
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Water came to rebuke the too clear water.
One drop fell from a fern, and lo, a ripple
Shook whatever it was lay there at bottom,
Blurred it, blotted it out. What was that whiteness?
Truth? A pebble of quartz? For once, then, something.
15
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“Out, Out1” by Robert Frost





1. What do you find more disturbing – the boy’s 









    death or the onlookers’ reaction to it? Explain.
The buzz saw snarled and rattled in the yard




2. Analyze the irony of the poem, like what time
And made dust and dropped stove-length sticks of wood,


   of day he is cut.
Sweet-scented stuff when the breeze drew across it.



3. Analyze the boy’s different responses to the 
And from there those that lifted eyes could count



    accident.
Five mountain ranges one behind the other



5
4. Analyze the allusion that the title comes from.
Under the sunset far into Vermont.





5. What theme about pastoral life, or life in
And the saw snarled and rattled, snarled and rattled,



   general does the poem convey?
As it ran light, or had to bear a load.

And nothing happened: day was all but done.

Call it a day, I wish they might have said
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To please the boy by giving him the half hour

That a boy counts so much when saved from work.

His sister stood beside him in her apron

To tell them "Supper." At the word, the saw,

As if it meant to prove saws know what supper meant,
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Leaped out at the boy's hand, or seemed to leap - 

He must have given the hand. However it was, 

Neither refused the meeting. But the hand!
The boy’s first outcry was a rueful laugh,

As he swung toward them holding up the hand,
Half in appeal, but half as if to keep

The life from spilling. Then the boy saw all - 
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Since he was old enough to know, big boy

Doing a man's work, though a child at heart - 

He saw all was spoiled. "Don't let him cut my hand off - 

The doctor, when he comes. Don't let him, sister!"

So. The hand was gone already.




25

The doctor put him in the dark of ether.

He lay and puffed his lips out with his breath.

And then - the watcher at his pulse took a fright.

No one believed. They listened to his heart.

Little - less - nothing! - and that ended it. 



30

No more to build on there. And they, since they

Were not the one dead, turned to their affairs.
1916

“The Road Not Taken1” by Robert Frost



1.  Why might Frost have chosen to write about








     roads that go through woods rather than roads
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,



     that go through a garden or a wide-open plain?
And sorry I could not travel both




     What is symbolic about the woods?
And be one traveler, long I stood




2. What do you think the speaker means when he
And looked down one as far as I could



    says that he “kept” the first road for another
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

5

    day? How do we know that he realizes his







    choice of paths is utterly final?
Then took the other, as just as fair,



3. From what the speaker states in lines 6-10, is 
And having perhaps the better claim,



    one road really “less traveled” than the other?
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;



4. Analyze the irony of the poem and use diction
Though as for that the passing there



    and phrases to back up your claims.
Had worn them really about the same,
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5. Analyze the tone of the poem and use diction







    and its connotation to back up your claims.
And both that morning equally lay




In leaves no step had trodden black.

Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,

I doubted if I should ever come back.

15
I shall be telling this with a sigh

Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I--

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

20
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Robert Frost (From the textbook): For these analyze all of the questions (with a few exceptions noted below) in the textbook.
Read the biography on Robert Frost in the textbook and/or online.

“Design” (Page 718) – skip question 1, 9, 10, 11
“Nothing Gold Can Stay” (721) – skip questions 1, 8, 9
“Mending Wall” (Page 727) – skip questions 1, 3, 5, and 13
40 questions total!

1 In Shakespeare’s tragedy Macbeth the title character exclaims, “Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow, / Creeps in this petty pace from day to day, / To the last syllable of recorded time; / And all our yesterdays have lighted fools / The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle, / Life’s but a waking shadow, a poor player / That struts and frets his hour upon the stage / And then is heard no more: it is a tale / Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, / Signifying nothing” (V, v, 19-28).  He says this when he discovers that his wife, the Queen, is dead near the end of the play, and just before his downfall due to malicious, greedy ambition.


1 According to Lawrence Thompson in Robert Frost (1970), this poem was a slightly mocking parody of the behavior of Frost’s friend Edward Thomas, who used to choose a direction for their country walks, then, before they had finished, berate himself for not having chosen a different, more interesting way. Frost, says Thompson, did not approve of romantic “sighing over what might have been.” But E.S. Sergeant, in Robert Frost: The Trial by Existence (1960), quotes a letter from Frost, written February 10, 1912, in which he describe how, going down a lonely crossroad on a recent evening, he saw someone who “looked for all the world like myself coming down the other, his approach to the point where our paths must intersect being so timed that unless one of us pulled up we must inevitably collide. I felt as if I was going to meet my own image in a slanting mirror …. I stood still in wonderment and let him pass by.” 





