
Totalitarianism
• This falls under the autocracy or 

oligarchy category.
• You learned about these types of leaders 

during World History. Examples would 
include Stalin, Hitler, Mussolini, etc.

• How are those governments different 
from the US’s democracy.

• You will be looking at examples, then 
coming up with a definition of 
totalitarianism.
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Examples
• Complete the chart on your own.  

Read the examples then answer the 
questions in the box.
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Differences and Similarities
• Identify 3 differences between the 

examples.
• Identify 3 similarities between the 

examples.
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Definition
• Totalitarianism is the practice of a 

centralized government that is 
intolerant of other political parties and 
opinions, rules with a single-party 
system, and controls all aspects of 
citizens’ everyday lives through state-
controlled mass media, personality 
cultism, economic control, regulation 
of speech, mass surveillance, and/or 
the use of terror.
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