Name _________________________________________
Date _______________________

Goodbye Lenin (2003)

East Berlin, the year 1989: A young man protests against the regime. His mother watches the police arresting him and suffers a heart attack and falls into a coma. Some months later, the GDR does not exist anymore and the mother awakes. Since she has to avoid every excitement, the son tries to set up the GDR again for her in their apartment. But the world has changed a lot...

Take notes about the individual characters throughout the movie.

Alex Kerner:

Christiane (mom)

Ariane (sister)

Lara (girlfriend)

Setting:

Time at the beginning of the movie (what major event occurs)

Time at the end of the movie (what major event occurs)

Description of East Berlin

Changes to Berlin during the course of the movie

Plot notes and other characters:

Answer the following questions on another sheet of paper.

1) Why is Alex’s mother so invested in the GDR?

2) What does Alex’s father represent in this movie?

3) What positive messages does the movie give about the FRG (West Germany)?

4) What negative messages does the movie give about the FRG (West Germany)?

5) What positive messages does the movie give about East Germany?

6) What negative messages does the movie give about the GDR (East Germany)?

7) What was the most significant moment of the film for you?  Why?

8) Relationship to history: Were there any characters based on real people? Who were they and were they treated with historical accuracy? Were there any real events (battles, migrations, laws, etc.)? How does this movie tie in with our AP European history course?  This should be a well-written paragraph.

