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Soft Sky

1. Create a new document, under Preset select 640X480. Name this document SOFT SKY. Accept all other settings as default and click OK. 

2. Make sure that your background is white (should have been the default setting). 

3. Press Ctrl + J to create a new layer, and then go Filter > Render > Clouds. Repeat the filter by using Ctrl + F until you find some clouds you like.  
4. To sharpen your clouds, go Image > Adjustment > Levels. Set your input levels to 85 – 1.00 – 215. Press OK. 
5. Select your background layer; hide your cloud layer (Layer 1). 

6. Set your foreground color to blue (RGB = 69 – 105 – 178) and set your background color to a sky blue color (RGB = 147 – 212 – 245). Using the gradient tool, apply a gradient from the top of your document to the bottom of your document. 
7. Activate your “black” cloud layer, switch to the Channels palette and, while holding Ctrl, click on the thumbnail for the RGB channel to load the bright areas of the image.
8. To make your “white” clouds, reset your default foreground and background colors (black and white). On your layers palette, create a new layer; use Ctrl + Delete to fill it with white (if it fills with black, use Ctrl + I). Hide your cloud layer. Use Ctrl + D to deselect.

9. Activate the “black” cloud layer; hide the “white” cloud layer.  
10. Using the Rectangular Marquee Tool select the entire cloud layer.

11. Use Ctrl + C to make a copy of the layer. Open the Channels Palette and click on the Create New Channel button to create a new Alpha Channel. Use Ctrl + V to paste the selection into the Alpha Channel. Use Ctrl + D to deselect. 
12. Return to the Layers Palette; use the Create a New Layer button to take over France. Well, more accurately, it will create a new layer (duh). Use Ctrl + delete to fill the new layer (should be layer 3 above the “black” cloud layer) with white. Go Filter > Render > Lighting Effects; set the Texture Channel to Alpha 1. This should give you a 3D effect. 

13. Hold Ctrl + click the thumbnail image for the “white” cloud layer (layer 2), invert the selection using Ctrl + Shift + I. Click on Layer 3. Go Edit > Clear. Turn off (hide) layer 1 and layer 2 and you should see what kind of looks like cottage cheese in milky-blue liquid. 
14. Drag the 3D layer to the top of the layer hierarchy (layer 3 on top of all the layers), set the Blend Mode to Multiply, and the Fill to 50%. Make the “white” cloud layer (layer 2) visible again. 

15. Now you need to “soften” the clouds a bit. With layer 3 active, go Filter > Blur > Gaussian Blur with a Radius of 10 pixels then click OK.
16. Activate both cloud layers (layer 2 and 3, hold Shift to select more than one layer) and link them. Use Ctrl + T to activate the Free Transform tool. Hold Ctrl and pull the top left and right corners out away from your document. You do not want the bottom corners to move, you are essentially creating a trapezoid. 
17. Using the Type Tool, type “Soft Sky” in Arial Font, 36 pt. Font Size, and centered in your document.
18. Drop your font size to 18 pt. and type your name in the lower right hand corner. 

19. Save what you got, turn it in. 

