Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

Significant Passages: Act I, scene i
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The Capulet servants "talk trash"

SAMPSON
A dog of the house of Montague moves me.

GREGORY
To move is to stir; and to be valiant is to stand:
therefore, if thou art moved, thou runn'st away.

1. What is Sampson calling one of the Montagues? 
What does this word imply?
2. Gregory snaps back at him, and says what?
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GREGORY
That shows thee a weak slave; for the weakest goes
to the wall.

SAMPSON
True; and therefore women, being the weaker vessels,
are ever thrust to the wall: therefore I will push
Montague's men from the wall, and thrust his maids
to the wall.



3. How much power does a slave have?

4.  What does Sampson mean?








BENVOLIO






translation

Part, fools!
Put up your swords; you know not what you do.

5. What do these words reveal about Benvolio's character?

TYBALT

What, drawn, and talk of peace! I hate the word,
As I hate hell, all Montagues, and thee:
Have at thee, coward!

6. What do these words reveal about Tybalt's character?
Prince

And hear the sentence of your moved prince.
Three civil brawls, bred of an airy word,
By thee, old Capulet, and Montague,
Have thrice disturb'd the quiet of our streets,
And made Verona's ancient citizens
Cast by their grave beseeming ornaments,
To wield old partisans
, in hands as old,
Canker'd with peace, to part your canker'd
 hate:
If ever you disturb our streets again,
Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace.

7. Why is the Prince angry?

8. What does the Prince threaten?
ROMEO







translation

Well, in that hit you miss: [Rosaline will] not be hit

With Cupid's arrow; she hath Dian's wit;

And, in strong proof of chastity
 well arm'd,

From love's weak childish bow she lives unharm'd

She will not...bide the encounter of assailing
 eyes,

Nor ope
 her lap to saint-seducing gold:

O, she is rich in beauty, only poor,

That when she dies with beauty dies her store.

9. Why is Romeo so frustrated with Rosaline?


Reflection:
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translation


I hate the word _______________


I hate ___________________________


I hate all ________________


I hate ________________________


You are a _______________________________
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� A weapon having a blade with lateral projections mounted on the end of a long shaft, used chiefly in the 16th and 17th centuries.


� to canker: to infect with corruption or decay


� To be chaste means to not have sex; chastity refers to the state of not having sex.


� To assail means to attack violently with blows or words.


� ope = to open
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