Constructing a Point of View Statement
· Demonstrate the awareness that documents are not facts!!
· Need to not only tell the P.O.V. but need to show WHY the author has a particular P.O.V.

· Always use attribution and put document # in ( ).

· Ex.) John Taylor, and English writer said… (doc #4)

· Authorial P.O.V. – show how the occupation, gender, class, religion, nationalism, political position, ethnicity, etc influence the author’s P.O.V. 

· Ex.) Metternich, Austrian chief minister, would obviously oppose German  unification, since it would threaten Austrian power (doc #5)

· Reliability and Accuracy of Sources – Show why a particular document is either reliable or unreliable (looks at the type of documents)

· Ex.) Kembla’s analysis of the crowd is probably reliable since she is an outsider who is more objective. (doc#7)

· Ex.) Mrs. Gaskell’s idea was probably accurate, since she was writing a private letter and didn’t need to fear public opinion. (doc #4)

· Ex.) R Lasrel’s report is probably inaccurate, since he was an outside observer who might not have fully understood local customs. (doc #6)

· Tone / Intent of Author – look for irony, satire, indirect commentary, etc.

· Ex.) Arrot’s poem was actually intended to be an emotional appeal for unification (doc. #1)

· Ex.) K’s use of satire was intended to make fun of the young Greeks and urge them to return to their more traditional roots. (doc #4)

Point of View Samples
	· This document is most likely biased because as an Italian, he probably doesn’t understand the local German Customs.

· This man is probably saying this in an attempt to win favor with the working class since both the nobility and the workers share the bourgeoisie as a common enemy.

· Sasson probably felt this way because as a soldier, he had witnessed the carnage of the First World War firsthand

· This document is likely propaganda and therefore unreliable since it was created by the German News Service.

	· The brutality of the Germans is most likely exaggerated due to that fact that this document was produced by the French in the midst of World War II.

· Because the Kaiser gave this speech at the beginning of the war, he is most likely trying to rally his people around the nation in order to get people to enlist in the military

· Because this document was produced in 1928, ten  years after World War I, it is most likely unbiased since the wartime fervor would had long since died down.

· Because this document was produced in 1928, the author may be somewhat cautious of violence due to the growing influence of fascism in Europe at the time

	· His irritation with the festivities of St. Andrew’s Day  may come from the fact that he is a Lutheran and Lutherans don’t believe in the veneration of Saints.

· Charles V may have felt this way because he had a very difficult time holding his large empire together and did not need impoverished souls hurting his image.

· Rousseau probably had such a callous attitude toward child-rearing because he had several illegitimate children which he just dropped off in foundling homes without a second thought.

	· Since this was likely aimed at the illiterate masses, the spirituality of the church was probably exaggerated to gain more converts.

· Since most educated people at the time were men, Pizan likely tempers her argument to appeal to men’s common attitudes toward women at the time.

	· Since Colin Powell was trying to convince the United Nations of the wisdom of attacking Iraq, some facts may have been distorted in order to better make his case.

· Because Galileo was defending himself to the inquisition, he most likely muted his real attitudes toward science in this speech in an effort to save his life.


PoV ‘formulas‘ 

You must make Point of View statements explicit. Try these starters:

“As a (social status/gender of author), author would have viewed…”

“Naturally, since author ascribed to (some theory that you KNOW FOR A FACT the author supported), he/she would conclude that…”  (This one is especially good because it can include outside info.)

“Since this information was written in the form of a (medium), it would have been perceived as…”

“Writing in a (medium), author would/would not have been candid about his/her true feelings because…”

“This information was published in a (medium), and thus would have been perceived as accurate/authoritative by a (whatever century)audience.”

NEVER-EVERS:

Never, ever say “this is accurate”  or “this is not accurate.” You can say whether it would have been perceived as accurate by a certain group and why, but just saying ‘accurate’ is not acceptable.

Never, ever evaluate something as negative or positive unless you add a qualifier-such as, “from a modern point of view, this type of physical punishment might be perceived as negative.”

Never, ever say “this person was biased” unless you add a qualifier.  EVERYONE is biased.  You need to explain why and how this particular person is biased.  Example:  “As a prominent feminist, naturally Mary Wollstonecraft would have been biased in favor of de Gouges’s document, which influenced her statement of support.”

Directions: Create a valid POV statement for each of the following sources.

DOCUMENT 1 
	 Clayton Sheffield, Offensive Coach, Ely High School

 Great catch! Unbelievable! Donnell has heart and no quit in him. When it mattered I knew he would come through. He's tough, a real gamer! I had the team focused. We were ready to play. Never a doubt!


DOCUMENT 2
	 Demetrius Johnson, Defensive back who covered Donnell, Dillard High School

 We were robbed. That guy never caught the ball, he was lying there on the ground and the ball fell in his hands. He pushed me and the ref never saw nothing. Ely is nothing but a bunch of cheats!


DOCUMENT 3
	 Owen Dyson, Football Referee, excerpt from his game report to the Florida High School Activities Association

 It was a clean and simple catch resulting in a touchdown. No penalty was involved.


DOCUMENT 4
	 Robert Benson, Assistant Football Coach, University of Nebraska. Excerpt from his scouting report.

 #83 Donnell Wilson, Senior. Position: Wide Receiver. Height: 5'6". Weight: 155. Comment: Has poor hands and only average speed.


DOCUMENT 5
	 Source:  Duc de Saint-Simon, French nobleman who lived at Versailles during the reigns of Louis XIV and Louis XV, Memoirs, 1746 (Note:  Louis XIV died in 1715.)
The frequent fetes (parties), the private promenades at Versailles, the journeys, were means on which the King seized in order to distinguish or mortify the courtiers, and thus render them more assiduous in pleasing him. . . .    Not only did he (Louis XIV) expect all persons of distinction to be in continual attendance at Court, but he was quick to notice the absence of those of inferior degree; at his lever (morning wake-up ceremony), his coucher (bedtime ceremony), his meals, in the gardens of Versailles (the only place where the courtiers in general were allowed to follow him), he used to cast his eyes to right and left; nothing escaped him, he saw everybody. If any one habitually living at Court absented himself he insisted on knowing the reason; those who came there only for flying visits had also to give a satisfactory explanation; any one who seldom or never appeared there was certain to incur his displeasure. If asked to bestow a favor on such persons he would reply haughtily: "I do not know him"; of such as rarely presented themselves he would say, "He is a man I never see"; and from these judgments there was no appeal.


DOCUMENT 6
	 Source:  Jean Domat, French legal scholar, On Social Order and Absolute Monarchy, for which he received 2000 livres from Louis XIV
Among the rights that the laws give the sovereign should be included [the right] to display all the signs of grandeur and majesty necessary to make manifest the authority and dignity of such wide-ranging and lofty power, and to impress veneration for it upon the minds of all subjects. ...since God accompanies His own power with visible splendor on earth and in the heavens as in a throne and a palace...He permits that the power He shares with sovereigns be proportionately enhanced by them in ways suitable for arousing respect in the people. This can only be done by the splendor that radiates from the magnificence of their palaces and the other visible signs of grandeur that surround them, and whose use He Himself has given to the princes who have ruled according to His spirit.


DOCUMENT 7
	Source:  William Buchan, M.D., Domestic Medicine; or the Family Physician, 1772

In the past, parents wanting to make a show of the infant as soon as it was born, were ambitious to have as much finery heaped upon it as possible, and the poor child, as soon as it came into the world, had as many rollers and wrappers applied to its body, as if every bone had been fractured in the birth; while these were often so tight, as not only to irritate and wound its tender frame, but even to obstruct the motion of the heart, lungs, and other organs necessary for life. In several parts of Britain, the practice of rolling children with so many bandages is now, in some measure, laid aside.


DOCUMENT 8
	Source:  Thomas Gisborne, author of a popular handbook entitled An Enquiry into the Duties of the Female Sex, 1799

The first of the parental duties which nature points out to the mother is to nurse her own offspring. To transfer to a stranger, as modern example dictates, the task of nursing your child, when your health and strength are adequate to the undertaking is to exhibit a most shameful degree of selfishness and unnatural insensibility.








