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Malcolm X Alternate Assignment

Malcolm Little and his friend Shorty become romantically involved with two white women. Little and Shorty target wealthy whites and rob their homes, using the girls as look-outs.  However, both are later arrested for the crime.  The girls are sentenced to two years but Malcolm and Shorty are sentenced to eight-to-ten years in prison.  In prison, Malcolm discovers the Nation of Islam and accepts their teachings. Malcolm is initially defiant towards the guards and angrily rebuffs the prison's chaplain that Jesus was not white. 

When he is released from prison, the fully converted Little visits Muhammad, who praises his turnaround. He rejects his family name as a slave name and, per the Nation of Islam's naming convention, adopts the surname "X", signifying the mathematical symbol for the unknown. Over the next several years, Malcolm X becomes an increasingly prominent Nation of Islam minister, espousing Islamic principles and the words of Elijah Muhammad, who eventually orders Malcolm to open mosques across the country.  In many speeches Malcolm calls for Black separatism and that only Blacks can improve their own conditions.  He criticizes White politicians who he claim have brough drugs, alcohol and prostiution into Black neighborhoods.  Many Black leaders begin to criticize Malcolm’s teachings saying he is aleinating good Whites and preaches Black supremacy.  Malcolm defends he position arguing that many black leaders are simply like “house slaves” and whites have no moral supremacy to question black people.

Despite the Nation of Islam growing greatly in size and influence during Malcolm X's tenure, there is growing resentment of him within the organization. The pro-Elijah Muhammad faction perceives that Malcolm X actually considers himself the Nation of Islam and might attempt to force Muhammad out as its leader. However, Malcolm becomes disillusioned by his mentor's hypocrisy when he learns that newspaper reports accusing Elijah Muhammad of fathering children out of wedlock.

Ultimately, Malcolm X is forced out of the Nation of Islam. He publicly announces his intent to think his own thoughts and speak his own words and establish an independent mosque, Muslim Mosque, Inc.. He also announces he will undertake a pilgrimage to Mecca, which every able Muslim man is obligated to do at least once in his lifetime. While there, in a letter to his wife, Betty, which she reads to a group of people, Malcolm updates her on his activities. He informs her that he is being followed by two white men, whom he believes are CIA agents. He also says he has worshipped with fellow Muslims of all races – including whites and that all races can and should work toegther.  

On February 21, 1965, Malcolm X begins a speech at the Audubon Ballroom in Manhattan. However, a disturbance in the audience interrupts him. Malcolm tries to calm people, but several disgruntled Black Muslims shoot him. His wife and children witness it. Three suspects are captured after trying to escape.

Questions: (answer on back or separate paper)
1. Why was Malcolm arrested and why did he feel he was unfairly treated by the justice system?

2. What issue did he have with the prison chaplain?

3. Why does he adopt the name “X”?

4. What does he say in his speeches?

5. How does he criticize other black leaders?

6. What was happening inside the Nation of Islam and what issue did Malcolm have with its leadership?

7. What happens in Mecca?

8. What happens to Malcolm X?  Why do you think this happens?

