Westerberg, English  5-6
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A WRITER

Focus: Semester Portfolio Assessment

Check your rubric; this assessment will affect your portfolio grade.

In a letter addressed to me, please discuss the following topics.  Be sure to follow the instructions carefully as your score will depend both on the detail of your analysis and your ability to address all of the topics specifically and insightfully.  You may use this sheet to take notes or to prewrite.

1. Read through all of the process papers, timed writings, and projects you saved in your portfolio from this semester.  Pay specific attention to the comments written on your papers.  Write to me about the mistakes you seem to have consistently made in your writing.  (You may notice things that I didn’t mark; include these as well.)  Once you mention the areas in which you need to improve, tell me whether or not you understand what you need to do to correct these errors.  Do you understand the comments?  Do you know what to do to fix these problems? 

2. Next, in your letter, address the areas in which you are excelling.  What are some of the specific comments I have made on your papers?  Are you clear why your achievements in this area are good?

3. Now, pick your favorite work from this semester.  Why is this piece your favorite?  What were you able to do in this piece that you weren’t able to do in others?

4. Conclude by discussing the type of writing you enjoy the most (journals, essays, projects) and provide me with suggestions regarding the help you feel you need to develop as a writer.

Now that you have completed a draft of your letter, edit and revise it.  Integrate all of the lessons we have learned this semester.

Please enter your final draft into the “reflections” or “portfolio” section of your portfolio.

