APWH Chapter 26 Four Worlds and Case Analysis


Name of Case: Chapter 26 on the Decline of the Ottoman Empire

Case Question: How could the sultan(s) have prevented the decline of the Ottoman Empire?

The Political-Military World

Actors:

a) Sultan

b) Janissaries

Priorities:

a) maintain power as supreme leader

b) maintain/increase power

Power:

a) immense importance of location/leadership position because of geostrategic location

b) trusted by ruler
The Economic World

Actors:

African, Asian, European, Middle Eastern peasants, merchants, artisans, et al
Priorities:

Trade—Mediterranean Sea, Red Sea, Black Sea, and three continents (Africa, Asia, and Europe)

Power:

Networks connecting Europe, Asia, and Africa

Trade variety of goods, such as the tulip

The Social World

Actors:

Majority Muslim, but other religions tolerated

Priorities: Spread Islam, but all people given some opportunities for social mobility

Power:

Majority rule—Muslim culture—but tolerance for diversity

The Cultural World

Actors:

Multiethnic—Turks, Greeks, Serbs, etc.—because of geographic reach of empire spanning three continents

Priorities:

Advance own ethnic culture and religion

Power: Muslim Turks were the most powerful, as evidenced by prevalent Muslim art and architecture, like mosques.

Case Analysis:

Problem:

The Ottoman Empire did not modernize rapidly enough in terms of technology and ideas to stay competitive with the West.  Modernization should have taken place with technology in civil society, like transportation, and with technology in the Janissaries’ corps, like equipment and weaponry.  The democratic revolutions that swept through Europe and the Americas led to more democratic societies with divisions of power, which could have also been instituted in the Ottoman Empire without a bloody revolution.
Ways to address it:

The sultan could have adopted the ideas of the Enlightenment and the Scientific Revolution, which would have fostered a more open and “enlightened” society.  The sultan could have promoted industrialization, like factories, to keep the Ottoman economy and society at pace with Western rivals as well as to keep the military abreast of its rivals’ advances.  The sultan should have lessened the sultan’s consolidated power and leadership role by dividing power to reduce tensions and conflicts from internal divisions due to leadership struggle(s) before/after the death or assassination of a sultan.
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