(9th) Lesson 13: Writing

Directions:  Read each paragraph and then answer the questions that follow.


The monk seal is a tropical animal. It has been hunted for its fur and meat. Large numbers of monk seals once ruled the Caribbean Sea, Mediterranean Sea, and the Pacific Ocean. Today, the monk seal is thought to be extinct in the Caribbean Sea, and it only populates minute areas of the Mediterranean Sea and the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.

1.  Choose the best way to rewrite the first two sentences of the paragraph. 

A.
The monk seal is a tropical animal, having been hunted for its fur and meat.

B.
The monk seal is a tropical animal, it has been hunted for its fur and meat.

C.
The monk seal is a tropical animal that has been hunted for its fur and meat.

D.
The monk seal, having been hunted for its fur and meat, is a tropical animal.

2.  Choose the sentence that would best fit in the paragraph. 

J.
Within the past 100 years, however, the number of monk seals has drastically decreased.

K.
Most monk seals do not reproduce every year.

L.
Monk seals are active at night and sleep during the day.

M.
Although the monk seal can weigh over 400 pounds, it is a fast and graceful swimmer.

3.  The author wrote this paragraph to

A.
tell a story.

B.
express an opinion.

C.
teach a lesson.

D.
provide information.

4.  The paragraph would most likely be found in 

A.
a dictionary.

B.
an encyclopedia.

C.
a thesaurus.

D.
a technical document.




One blustery October evening, I sat in my room listening to the rain hammer against my window. My parents had gone out to dinner, therefore I had chosen to stay home and study. As I opened my algebra book, a loud crack of thunder followed by the repeated slamming of the shutters caused me to bolt up and knock my book to the floor.

5.  The author’s tone could best be described as 

A. soothing.

B. suspenseful.

C. bored

D. nostalgic.

6.  Choose the best way to rewrite the second sentence in the paragraph. 

J.
My parents had gone out to dinner, but I had chosen to stay home and study.

K.
My parents had gone out to dinner, I had chosen to stay home and study.

L.
My parents had gone out to dinner, instead I had chosen to stay home and study.

M.
My parents had gone out to dinner, and so I had chosen to stay home and study.

7.  Choose the sentence that most accurately states the main idea of the paragraph. 

A.
A student must skip dinner in order to study algebra.

B.
A student’s parents go to dinner 
alone.

C.
Loud noises give the narrator a 
fright.

D.
A student is on edge during a thunderstorm.

8.  Which of the following sentences would best fit at the end of this passage? 

J.
I was beginning to regret my decision to stay home alone.

K.
I really needed to do well on the algebra test tomorrow.

L.
I have never outgrown my fear of thunderstorms.

M.
My dog woke up from a sound sleep and crawled under the bed.


























































*** Please do NOT write on this. ***











