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“Ode on a Grecian Urn,” John Keats Questions (20 points)
1. Complete a paraphrase by stanza of the poem—this can be done on the poem itself, one or more sentences next to each stanza. 
Answer all the following questions on a separate sheet of paper, and attach this sheet to the front with your name, period, date filled in.  

2. What is the structure of the poem? Stanzas/lines/rhyme scheme/meter?

3. Do you think still in the first line mean “as yet” or “motionless”?
4. Who is this “still unravished bride of quietness”? Is this a metaphor, simile, personification, or other figurative device? Explain.
5. Cite and example of the following sound devices and explain their effect:

a. Alliteration (repetition of initial consonant sounds)
b. Assonance (repetition of vowel sounds within words)or Consonance (repetition of consonant sounds within or at the end of words)
6. Lines 11-12: Why might “unheard melodies” be sweeter than heard ones?

7. Does the tone change in the 3rd stanza? What words are repeated? What is the effect of this repetition on the tone? Explain. 
8. Does the tone change again in stanza 4? Why do you think the speaker says that the little town will be forever silent and desolate?
9. What do the figures on the urn possess that the speaker admires? that he perhaps does not possess?
10. What is the speaker suggesting about the relationship between art and time in this poem? 
11. On the other hand, why does the poet describe the scene on the urn as a “Cold Pastoral”? What does the speaker possess that the figures on the urn do not?
12. Given what you know about Keats’s life, how is this a personal poem? what private emotions are given expression in this poem?

13. Look at the first two lines of the poem again: If the “still unravished bride of quietness” is married to “quietness” so to speak, who is the groom? 
14. We’ve talked about how every word in a poem is important, and how poets carefully choose their words. Why is the urn the “foster-child of silence and slow time”? 

15. What do you think the last two lines of the poem mean?

