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Language Arts I – Honors

Mrs. Mazurier

Dear Student and Parents:

Welcome to an exciting new school year at Yorba Linda High School. I look forward to working with you and getting to know you throughout the year. As an honors student, I know you are accustomed to a rigorous academic environment and already have a strong work ethic, advanced study skills, and a strong ability to manage your school work and extracurricular activities. As such, I have high expectations of you but also know you are highly capable of meeting them.

Honors Philosophy

Most importantly, the Language Arts I – Honors curriculum is geared toward preparing you for Language Arts II – Honors, as well as the intensive AP curriculum in your junior and senior years. Furthermore, the curriculum is designed to improve your performance on standardized tests such as the CAHSEE, STAR, & SAT.

Literature-Based Learning

In Language Arts I – Honors, literature is used as the basis for expanding upon your current skills in reading, writing, listening, speaking, and written and oral language conventions. Class assignments and activities will be based on these areas, which encompass the Common Core State Standards for Language Arts (grades 9-10). In addition, we have developed the following school site goals for this course:

1. Expose students to four different genres of literature (fiction, drama, poetry, and mythology)

2. Include works that reflect different a) cultural viewpoints and b) historical time periods, and

3. Adequately prepare students for the material to be covered during the AP exams

Literature Selections

The literature for Language Arts I – Honors was selected to prepare you for literature to be encountered in your sophomore/junior/senior year. This year, you can expect to read the following works of literature:

1st Quarter – The Short Story & Novella

· “The Bass, the River, and Sheila Mant” by W.D. Wetherell

· “The Most Dangerous Game” By Richard Connell

· “The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allen Poe

· “The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst
· The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle/
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros/

Night by Elie Wiesel
2nd Quarter – Mythology, Epic Poetry, & Greek Tragedy

· Mythology by Edith Hamilton
· The Odyssey by Homer
· Sophocles, the Oedipus Cycle by Sophocles

3rd Quarter – Poetry, Allegory, and Political Roman à Clef

· “Richard Cory” by Edwin Arlington Robinson

· “Terence, this is stupid stuff” by A.E. Housman

· “Bedtime Story” by George MacBeth

· Emily Dickinson poetry

· Langston Hughes poetry
· Shakespearean Sonnets
· Animal Farm by George Orwell
· The Pearl by John Steinbeck
4th Quarter – Shakespearean Tragedy & Bildungsroman

· Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
· Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurtson
Movies to Coincide with Major Works

During the course of the year, students will view a number of movies related to the major works of literature studied. While these movies are considered appropriate for children aged 13 and older, school policy requires that parents are notified when movies will be shown in class that have a rating of PG or PG-13 and that you provide your permission for students to watch the films. By signing the form attached to this syllabus, you are indicating that your child has permission to view the following films:

· Various Night/Elie Wiesel related movies, most coming from the National Holocaust Museum
· Hotel Rwanda (2004) directed by Terry George, PG13
· The Hound of the Baskervilles (1939) directed by Sidney Lanfield, not rated/early date of release
· The Odyssey (1997) directed by Andrei Konchalovsky, PG13/made for TV
· Animal Farm (1999) directed by John Stephenson, PG

· Romeo and Juliet (1968) directed by Franco Zeffirelli, PG 

· Their Eyes Were Watching God (2005) directed by Darnell Martin, not rated/made for TV

Grading System Based on Weighted Average
Students receive achievement grades based on a scale of A, B, C, D, and F. Grades are calculated using a weighted system:

	LAI-H (1st Semester)
	LAI-H (2nd Semester)
	LAII-H

	Class/Homework (15%)
	Class/Homework (10%)
	Class/Homework (20%)

	Essays/Projects (30%)     
	Essays/Projects (35%)     
	Essays (40%)

	Tests/Quizzes (30%)     
	Tests/Quizzes (35%)     
	Tests (40%)

	Vocabulary (15%)     
	Vocabulary (10%)     
	

	Semester Final Exam (10%)
	Semester Final Exam (10%)
	


During the 2nd semester a few changes are made to bridge the transition from Freshman Language Arts I-Honors to the more rigorous Sophomore Language Arts II-Honors. The changes put a greater emphasis on writing and examination that is closer to what will be expected of students at the next level. Also, the use of a weighted grading system requires students to perform well across all categories and allows me to easily pinpoint areas where a student should work harder or may need extra help. Students should know in advance that opportunities for extra credit are rare. Students, however, should check their academic progress as new grades are posted regularly to Aeries.

Homework – No Late Work Accepted
Homework, or individual time spent studying outside of class, is an essential part of the learning process. Students should expect to have homework most nights. In addition, long-term projects are often assigned that require students to work independently and outside of class over a one to four-week time period. Students have access to the class agenda online and in class. Since students are given plenty of advanced notice, homework assignments are never accepted late. In order for homework to be considered on time, it must be turned in on the day it is due during the class period; however, see below for rules regarding Absences and Make-Up Work. Class information can be accessed online at www.ylhs.org. Just click on Teachers/Staff, and then Beth Mazurier.
Absences and Make-Up Work
Students with excused absences are expected to check online to see what they missed and come prepared to turn in Class/Homework/Essays/Projects and contribute to class discussions when they return (no extra days will be given); they have one week (5 school days) to make up tests or quizzes. All make-up tests are given either before or after school and must be scheduled in advance with the teacher. Break/Lunch appointments are available in certain circumstances. Students with unexcused absences must either make arrangements beforehand or turn the work in on the day it is due; their Tests/Quizzes may not be made up unless arrangements were made beforehand. Students who fail to make up their work according to the above timeframes, will receive a score of zero.
Supplies
Students are expected to be prepared and ready for class to begin when the bell rings. Part of this means having the necessary supplies for work to be done in class. Students are required to bring the following materials with them to class on a daily basis:

· A three ring binder with a section for Language Arts
· At least a finger’s worth of college ruled paper


· Pens (Blue/Black & 1 Red) and pencils with erasers

· Three highlighters of different colors

· Whiteout or other correction fluid or tape

· Current reading selection, when appropriate

Classroom Rules and Consequences (Honors Class)

Students are expected to adhere to all school policies and procedures, which will be strictly enforced. Classroom rules are designed to create a positive learning environment for all students. In an honors level class, it is my expectation that all students will be well behaved and self-disciplined.

Class Rules:
1. Don’t Interrupt Others’ Right to Learn or My Right to Teach

2. Treat Each Other with Respect

3. No Arguing with the Ref (Teacher)

4. Keep Our Classroom Clean and Organized

5. Be in Your Seat When the Bell Rings

6. Bring All Books and Materials to Class

7. Follow Directions the First Time They Are Given

8. Raise Your Hand and Wait for Permission to Speak
9. No gum allowed

10. No food or drink, except water with lid, allowed

Questions or Conferences
If you have any questions or concerns about Language Arts I – Honors, or would like to schedule a conference, please feel free to contact me by email at bmazurier@pylusd.org or at (714)986-7500 ext. 14372. I look forward to working with you to make the 2012-2013 school year an exciting and meaningful experience in language arts.

Sincerely,

Beth Mazurier
Language Arts I – Honors

Mrs. Mazurier
Yorba Linda High School

Student/Parent Feedback Form

After reading the general information and class rules, please place an X in the space below, write any comments or questions you may have, and then sign and return this form tomorrow, Wednesday, September 5,, 2012. Your signatures indicate that you understand what is expected of a Language Arts 1-Honors student at Yorba Linda High School. A parent signature on this form also provides permission for students to watch all of the PG and PG-13 movies listed on the syllabus that will be shown in class throughout the year.

_________ I (We) have read and understand the general information and class rules for Language Arts I – Honors.

Comments or Questions:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Parent Name: ____________________________________

                                     (Please Print)
Signature: _______________________________________
Date: ______________

Home # ________________________

Work/Cell # ________________________
Email ___________________________________________

	Student Name: ___________________________________

                                        (Please Print)
Signature: _______________________________________
Date: ______________

Period _______

Cell # ________________________
Email ___________________________________________



Confessions from former students:
“DO NOT, under any circumstances, wait until the last minute to do an AP ONE sheet”

“Keep everything! Don’t throw anything away until after semester final exams and grades are completed”

“Keep up with homework, because it can either make or break your grade”

“Read the entire reading assignment because even though you might not need to in order to answer study guide questions, you’ll definitely need to for the tests and quizzes”

“Don’t procrastinate! I did...it sucked :( ”
